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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:    9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class 
 Monday:     6:30 PM  Sisters-In-Faith…women’s faith and fellowship time, at   
      church narthex 
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class  
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 
On October 31, 1517, two Roman Catholic monks, Johann Schneider, 

and professor of theology, Martin Luther, stood before the main entrance 

of the castle church in Wittenburg, Germany.  This door was used as the 

community bulletin board, and it was on this that Professor Luther took 

a printed document with 95 Theses, or 95 statements, and nailed it to 

the door.  These statements contained the disputes over the papacy and 

other church/Bible doctrines which Luther wanted to debate and discuss.  

Little did they know that this document would spark a fire that would 

grow and spread throughout the world.  That this document would 

spread throughout Europe, and eventually the world, was the farthest 

thing from his mind.  Yet God had other plans.  He used the nailing of 

these 95 Theses as the spark that ignited the Reformation.  God used 

Martin Luther as an instrument to bring the Gospel message of salvation 

out of the hidden darkness which the church had allowed it to fall.  

Therefore we remember God’s servant, Martin Luther, and thank our 

God for using him to reform, or change the accepted teachings for 

salvation from relying on our own good works, to relying on our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 
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Hymn     #283     “Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening” 
 

1  Speak, O Savior; I am list’ning,  As a servant to his lord. 
Let me show respect and honor  To your holy, precious Word, 
That each day, my whole life through,  I may serve and follow you. 
Let your Word e’er be my pleasure  And my heart’s most precious treasure. 

 
2  Oh, what blessing to be near you  And to listen to your voice! 

Let me ever love and fear you;  Let your Word still be my choice. 
Many hardened sinners, Lord,  Flee in terror at your Word, 
But to all who feel sin’s burden  You give peace and words of pardon. 

 
3  Lord, your words are waters living  Where I quench my thirsty needs. 

Lord, your words are bread life-giving;  On your words my spirit feeds. 
Lord, your words will be my light  Through death’s cold and dreary night; 
Yes, they are my sword prevailing  And my cup of joy unfailing. 

 

4  As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me;  Let your words in me take root. 
May your Spirit e’er be near me  That I bear abundant fruit. 
May I daily sing your praise,  From my heart glad anthems raise, 
Till my highest praise is given  In the endless joy of heaven. 

 
Responsive Reformation Dialogue    (from Romans 8) 
 

Pastor:  If God is for us, who can be against us? 
ALL:  He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, how will he 

not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? 
 
P:  We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have 

been called according to His purpose. 
ALL:  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
 
P:  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of 

sin and death. 
ALL:  In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 

us. 
 
P:  For you did not receive a Spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 

received the Spirit of sonship.  And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father!” 
ALL:  The Spirit himself testifies with our Spirit that we are God’s children. 
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P:  Being the children of God that we are through His gift of faith, let us confidently pray 

to our dear heavenly Father! 
ALL:  Almighty God, through the study and work of all Your faithful servants, 

You have caused the light of the Gospel to shine out for all people to see.  
Give us here at St. Paul’s the strength and confidence to defend that Gospel 
against all its enemies, and to joyfully share it with the people in our lives who 
do not yet know it; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn         #204, vss 1&2    “O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word” 
 

O God, our Lord, Your holy Word   
Was long a hidden treasure 
Till to its place It was by grace   
Restored in fullest measure. 
For this today Our thanks we say   
And gladly glorify you. 
Your mercy show And grace bestow   
On all who still deny you. 

 

Salvation true By faith in you   
That is your gospel's preaching, 
The heart and core Of Bible lore   
In all its sacred teaching. 
In Christ we must Put all our trust,   
Not in our deeds or labor; 
With conscience pure And heart secure   
Love you, Lord, and our neighbor. 

 
P: In the 16th Century, many teachings of Scripture had become ignored and corrupted.  

The heart of the Gospel, which says that a person is saved by faith alone in Christ 
Jesus, was not being taught, so God acted.  He raised up a man to take a  
stand on the truth of God's Word.  God used this man to be a messenger of the true 
Gospel and to revive the pure and correct teachings of Scripture.  That man was 
Martin Luther.  We do not praise Martin Luther, the man, but we praise God for 
using him to restore to His church the Good News about Jesus Christ.  

ALL: Lord God, You have preserved the pure Gospel message of Your Son 
Jesus in so many trials throughout history.  Thank You for using faithful Old 
Testament prophets, and New Testament apostles and teachers to be the 
faithful witnesses of the one message that leads to eternal life with You. We 
thank You for this and so many other blessings in our daily lives. 
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Hymn      #204, vss 3&4    “O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word” 
 

Lord, you alone This work have done  
By your free grace and favor. 
All who believe Will grace receive  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
And though the foe Would overthrow  
Your Word with grim endeavor, 
All he has wrought Must come to naught— 
Your Word will stand forever! 

 
Since you are mine, My Lord divine,  
Death holds no dreadful terrors; 
Your precious blood, My highest good,  
Has blotted out my errors. 
My thanks to you—Your Word is true!  
Fulfill your promise ever, 
And mercy give While here I live  
And heav’nly bliss forever. 

 
 
The First Meditation:       Sola Scriptura  
 

John 7:37,38     “We are Saved By Scripture Alone” 
 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 

has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
 
 
Sung Response:     #391, vss 1-3    “God Loved the World So that He Gave”   HOTW 
 

God loved the world so that he gave His only Son the lost to save 
That all who would in him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

 
Christ is the solid rock of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death. 
All who confide in him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 
God would not have the sinner die—His Son with saving grace is nigh. 
His Spirit in the Word does teach How we the blessed goal may reach. 
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The Second Meditation:        Sola Gratia 
 

Ephesians 2:4,5     “We are Saved By Grace Alone” 
 

4 Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
 

Sung Response:     #391, vss 4-6    “God Loved the World So that He Gave”   HOTW 
 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son   Forgives the sins that you have done. 
You’re justified by Jesus’ blood;   Baptized, you are a child of God. 

 

When you are sick, when death draws near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death—This is the anchor of my faith! 

 

Glory to God the Father, Son,  And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity,  Be praise now and eternally! 

 

The Third Meditation:        Sola Fide 
 

Romans 3:25-28     “We are Saved By Faith Alone” 
 

5 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 

blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in 

his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who 

justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that 

requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a 

person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.  
 

Sung Response:      #289      “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 
 

Pre-serve Your word, O Sav-ior,   To us this lat-ter day, 
And let Your king-dom flou-rish;   En-large Your Church, we pray. 
Oh, keep our faith from fail-ing;   Keep hope’s bright star a-glow. 
Let noth-ing turn us from You   While wan-d’ring here be-low. 

  

Pre-serve Your Word and preach-ing,   The truth that makes us whole, 
The mir-ror  of Your glo-ry,   The pow’r that saves the soul. 
Oh, may this liv-ing wa-ter,   This spring of heav’n-ly grace,  
Sus-tain us while here liv-ing    Un-til we see Your face. 
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The Presentation of Our Offering   
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too! 
 

Luke 6:38     Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
 
Offering Prayer and Hymn    

 
Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for the holy plans that are for my good and Your glory. You 
command and promise, “Give, and it will be given to you; for in the same measure as 
you give, it will be given to you again.”  We give to You today as a response to Your 
goodness to us. Please receive our offerings and continue to supply all our needs. May 
Your peace be in our hearts, so that Your love is in all we think, say and do.  Amen. 

 
#477, vss 1&4     “What Is the World to Me” 

 
1  What is the world to me  With all its vaunted pleasure 

When you, and you alone,  Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord,  My soul’s delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest.  What is the world to me! 

 
4  What is the world to me!  My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth,  My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all,  My bliss eternally. 
Once more then I declare:  What is the world to me! 

 
The Reformation Prayer 
 

P:  Lord God, who is the Mighty Fortress and Refuge of every sinner; 
C:  We thank You for sharing the blessings of the Reformation with us. 
 
P:  We thank You for all faithful Gospel servants, one being Martin Luther, who have 

been faithful witnesses throughout history. We especially thank You for Your pure, 
saving, holy Scriptures in our own lives... 

C:  ...which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
P:  Without any credit or value on our part, You have brought us to faith in Christ.  You 

have revealed the complete failure of our own good works, and have caused us to 
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rest our hope entirely on Your Gospel.  You have revealed Your grace through Your 
Word, and rescued us from hell and damnation. You have led us to salvation 
through faith in Jesus alone. 

C:  May we humbly receive Your grace with thankful hearts, and reflect that 
thanks and joy in the lives we live. 

 
P:  As we study Your Word, open our hearts and minds to have a better understanding 

of it, and give us a deeper thanks and appreciation of Your grace... 
C:  ...so that our faith in Christ may continue to grow. 
 
P:  Defend Your earthly church from all its enemies, and bless it so that it remains 

faithful in its doctrine and the application of that doctrine in all our lives. 
C:  Use us, Your earthly church, so that people everywhere are able to join the 

invisible Church and be a part of the Communion of Saints. 
 

Special Prayers… 
 
P:  Preserve our congregation in both Your pure Word, and the proper use of Your holy 

sacraments until the end of time. 
ALL:  Continue to send faithful teachers and ministers of Your Word.  Give them, 

and us all, the wisdom, confidence, and boldness to share Your words of 
salvation so that many will be saved.  In Jesus’ name we pray these and all 
things.  Amen. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 
The Closing Hymn       #200     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”     
 

CHOIR  
1  A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
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CHOIR & CONGREGATION 
2  With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected. 

But for us fights the valiant one Whom God himself elected. 
You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is, 
The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 
CHOIR 
3  Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done! 
One little word can fell him. 

 
CHOIR & CONGREGATION 
4  The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain With his good gifts and Spirit. 
And do what they will—Hate, steal, hurt, or kill— 
Though all may be gone, Our victory is won; 
The kingdom’s ours forever! 
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Ron Kraemer & Walt Tinius 
 Video Tech:  Lisa Lindemann 
 Elder:  Miles Spreeman 
 Ushers:   
 Power Point:  Katrina Moyer (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Ron Kraemer 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.) Valen Searight (Sun.) 

 

 
 
 

St Paul's Giving to the Lord – General Fund, October 23/24     

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 

vs 

Offerings 

Last 

Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$435,741 $136,225 $102,102 -$34,123 $10,259 $7,373 $2,886 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 33; Sun. 9:00 AM – 105;  Total = 138 

Sunday Bible Class –  NA (Congregational Meeting); Wednesday Bible Class – NA 

 
1)  TODAY’S THE LAST DAY FOR THE BOOK FAIR!!  Take a look at some books 

offered through our Northwestern Publishing House ranging from private prayer 
books, devotionals for families/individuals, Bible story books for kids, copies of our 
Synod’s newest hymnal, and adult Bible studies.  Here’s just a sliver of titles:  “52 
Ways to Connect as a Couple” – “Devotional Thoughts on Favorite Hymns” – “Guys 
are Waffles Girls are Spaghetti” – “5-Minute Bible Studies for Teens.”  Jodi Hirsch 
will be happy to help you at the SCRIP table. 
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2)  New Meditations (starting 11/28) are available by the Communication Center. 
 
3)  The Wednesday morning Bible Class with Pastor Schliewe will resume this week, 

on Wednesday, November 3, 10:00 AM, in the church basement. 
 
4)  Our annual TRUNK OR TREAT is scheduled to be held this afternoon, Sunday, 

October 31, 2:00-3:30 PM.  This is a school-wide event that is a fun way to create 
awareness of our ministry within the community!  To sign-up to enter your trunk or to 
find out how to help in other ways, please visit the Sign-Up Genius link here: 
https://tinyurl.com/4ncmhdma or scroll down on our main webpage: 
www.stpls.com.  Thanks for your help making this year’s event another success! 

 
5)  Please check your calendar to see if you can help in our “Greeter Program.” While 

we’re all greeters every Sunday (or Saturday!), looking for the opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to the guests at our services, it’s nice to have a friendly person 
or two be in the narthex most of pre-service, giving a friendly “Good morning!” and 
distributing service folders.  There’s a sign-up sheet for the month of October at the 
Communication Center. 

 
6)  Shepherd of Peace Expansion Dedication: Please join us as we wrap up our 

expansion project which added a new entry way and some office space! Our 
expansion dedication will be on Sunday, November 14 from 12pm - 2pm. We will be 
serving a pulled pork meal for $5/meal (to go meals available) along with holding a 
silent auction - the auction will close at 1:30pm with winners announced shortly after. 
All money raised will go toward the expansion.  

 
7) St. Paul’s Ladies Aid will meet this Thursday, Nov. 4, at 1:30 PM.  Roll Call will be to 

answer “who was President when you were born?”  School children will entertain.  A 
date will be set for the Council meeting.  Hostess & Entertainment Committee will be 
Betty Pufahl.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend.   

 
8)  School Newsletters      In order to keep in touch with some goings-on at the school, 

a current, weekly newsletter is available here at church.  Just to the east of the big 
bulletin board, there’s a school bulletin board on which new newsletters are included 
every week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/4ncmhdma
http://www.stpls.com/
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 10/31 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Sunday School, 10:15 AM 
Trunk or Treat, 2:00-3:30 PM 

 

Monday, 11/1 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM  
         

Tuesday, 11/2 = Elders, Trustees, & Board of Christian Education Meetings, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, 11/3 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
NOON  School Dismissal 
Choir, 7:00 PM 

          

Thursday, 11/4 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM 
 

Saturday, 11/6 = Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 6:30 PM 
          Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer 
 

Sunday, 11/7 = Daylight Saving Time Ends! 
Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM (5-8 sings) 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Sunday School, 10:15 AM 

    
    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Oct. 31 & Nov. 7 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,  

Bill & Sue Ulrich) 
Nov. 14 & Nov. 21 – Team 2 (Darol Dusseau, Mike & Linda Mullen, Sarah Nelson, 

Joel & Kathy Wiedeman) 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com   

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
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