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Welcome to all guests and visitors with us this morning! 
 

Many of you may be here attending this confirmation service as a grandparent 

or maybe an uncle or aunt, or maybe as a friend!  While this Lutheran rite is 

taking place this morning, we also are gathered for the expressed purpose of 

worshiping our God who showed His love for all people by sending His Son to 

die for our sins on the cross of Calvary.  We’re also gathered to strengthen our 

faith through hearing His Word. 

 

If you have any questions about the teachings of St. Paul’s, which is part of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please contact Pastor Hirsch, whose 

number is on the last page.  We invite our guests to come again and worship 

with us again.  You are always welcome here in God’s house! 

 

This morning the sacrament of Holy Communion will be served to those 

confirmed members of our congregation here at St. Paul’s and to those who 

are members of sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod.  The religious world around us encourages any and all people to come 

before the Lord’s altar and receive holy communion, but as we study Scripture 

we see that there are limitations on who should receive this sacrament.  This 

truth is not meant to portray a “better than thou” attitude on the part of any 

Christian, but simply holds to the instruction found in Scripture!  A person needs 

to be able to “examine” and “prepare” himself by confessing his sins, trusting 

in the forgiveness won by Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 11:27-29), and then also 

realize that the very body and blood of Jesus are present in the sacrament! 

 

We also read in Romans 16:17 to “keep away” from those who teach and 

believe contrary to what Scripture teaches.  We are in fact confessing that 

whoever receives the Lord’s Supper together, believes exactly the same thing 

about all Bible doctrines (I Corinthians 10:17).  The fact is, that whoever receives 

the Lord’s body and blood in an “unworthy manner,” in unbelief or doubt, 

receives the Lord’s judgment (I Corinthians 11:27-29).  Therefore, in a humble 

yet loving and concerned way, we offer it to those who have been instructed 

and believe that they receive forgiveness as they receive the bread and wine, 

along with Jesus’ body and blood.   
 

 “This is my body...this is my blood.” 
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In this service today, twelve young Christians will be confirming their saving 

faith in and their life-long faithfulness to their Lord and Savior.  Please keep 

the following in your prayers!!   
 

Kanyon Anderson – Adriana Faust – Teaghan Haselhorst 

 Sidnee Hollum - Kaylee Little - Sam Myers – Katy Nichols  

Addyson Onate – Ashlee Plisek - Valen Searight 

Levi Uecker – Easton Webb 
 

 
PASTOR’S WELCOME 
 

P:  On behalf of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, I welcome you all to God’s house.  But 
why have you come? 

C:  We share the attitude of the Psalm writer when he said - “I rejoice with those 
who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’  We have come with joy, 
to rejoice that Jesus is our Savior. 

 

P:   How good it is to rejoice in the name of our Lord!   Let’s begin our confirmation 
worship service by lifting up our hearts and our voices in praise to our triune God - 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

HYMN      #599     “Our Lord and God, O Bless This Day” 
 

1  Our Lord and God, oh, bless this day And hear us, we implore you; 
None of your children turn away Who now appear before you. 
We come before your face And pray: let your rich grace 
Descend from heav’n above In all your wondrous love, 
And keep us by your Spirit. 

 

2  Oh, bless your Word to all the young; Let them, your truth possessing, 
Bear witness true with heart and tongue, Their faith and ours confessing. 
From mother’s arms your grace With love did them embrace. 
Baptized into your name, As yours you did them claim; 
O Lord, as yours now own them! 

 

3  And when they leave their childhood home, When Satan comes alluring, 
May their baptismal grace become A refuge reassuring. 
God’s covenant is sure; His promises endure. 
They ne’er shall be undone Who trust in God alone— 
God is their mighty Father! 
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WE CONFESS OUR SINS 
 
P:  In Psalm 24, we clearly see that the only person who may ascend the hill of the Lord 

and stand in His presence for eternity in heaven is the one who has clean hands and 
a pure heart. This means we are to be completely holy in our actions and our 
thoughts in order to reach heaven. 

ALL:  But each one of us has received a sinful nature from our sinful parents, and 
we do have unclean lips and impure hearts.  We do break God’s law everyday 
by our thoughts, words and actions. 

 
P:  Therefore, why else have we come to God’s house? 
ALL:  God says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 

is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  We have come this morning 
to confess our sins, and to ask for His forgiveness. 

 
P:  It is good that we do not try to hide or make excuses for our sins, because God sees 

and knows everything, including ALL our thoughts and actions.  Rather, let us 
confess all our sins and lay them all before the cross of Christ so that through His 
mercy we might hear His clear and certain words of forgiveness. 

ALL:  Dear God of all mercy, I come before Your holy throne this morning, seeking 
Your forgiveness for my rebellion against Your commands.  Through the gift of 
faith, I have strength to follow Your commands, but often times I put myself 
and my concerns first in my life instead of making You my first priority.  I have 
not loved those around me as much as I love myself.  I have been mean, 
lustful, arrogant, greedy and selfish.  Forgive me for my worldliness and my 
lack of godliness.  Forgive me for all the times I was lazy and refused to listen 
to Your Word, trust in Your power, and obey Your commands. In Your mercy, 
please forgive all my sins. 

 
P:  The Lord has assured us - “As surely as I live, I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.”  In fact, “God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.”  Therefore, on behalf and by the command of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you of all your sins, and declare you to be clean of 
your guilt, in the name of the almighty God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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WE THANK AND PRAISE GOD FOR THIS FORGIVENESS 
 

#250      “From All that Dwell below the Skies” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
GOD FEEDS US WITH HIS WORD 
 
P:  Now that we have experienced the Lord’s goodness to us as we have received God’s 

forgiveness and His merciful love, why else have we come to God’s house this 
morning? 

ALL:  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it.”  We 
have come to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to His Word, because it is a lamp for 
our feet and a light for our paths.  It is the only proper guide for our earthly 
lives! 



 6 

A SCRIPTURE LESSON       Philippians 1:3-11 
 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 

heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you 

share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the 

affection of Christ Jesus. 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 

and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 

and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
 

THE ADULT CHOIR          “Come Holy Spirit” 
 

WE PUBLICLY CONFESS OUR FAITH 
 

P:  God has written, “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your 
hearts that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Therefore, why else 
have we come this morning? 

ALL:  We have also come to join with these confirmands, and the rest of our 
church family, to confess our saving faith in the triune God - Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

 

WE CONFESS THIS CHRISTIAN FAITH!   
 

I believe the Bible teaches us that there is one God, yet that one God is also three 
distinct persons who all work together for the salvation of my soul. 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His mighty power.  He gave me my life so that I may learn about my 
Savior Jesus and be saved for eternity. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His one and only Son, who reconciled lost mankind to the 
Father through His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gathers and strengthens sinners into God’s 
forgiven family which we call the Church. He creates saving faith in a person’s heart 
through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. 
 

Even though I do not understand how three persons are still one God, through faith I 
believe this gracious truth, and I thank and praise this gracious triune God! 
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 A HYMN         #449     “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
 

1  Children of the heav’nly Father   Safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird or star in heaven   Such a refuge ne’er was given. 

 
2  God his own doth tend and nourish;   In his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them;   In his mighty arms he bears them. 
 
3  Neither life nor death shall ever   From the Lord his children sever; 

Unto them his grace he showeth,   And their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4  Though he giveth or he taketh,   God his children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely   To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
THE “SERMON” MEDITATION     Romans 1:16,17 
 

HEADS HIGH! 
 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 

salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the 

gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first 

to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 
HYMN     #447 - “Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode” 

 
WE PRAISE GOD WITH OUR OFFERING 
 
P:  Why else have we come to God’s house this morning?  What have we brought with 

us? 
ALL:  God’s Word says, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits of 

all your crops.”  Therefore we come bringing gifts of love to praise our loving 
God. 

 
P:  It is good and right that we praise God with our offerings.  Let us join together in an 

offering prayer that God may find our humble offering acceptable and pleasing in His 
sight. 

ALL:  Our Savior, give us grace to lovingly and unselfishly dedicate ourselves and 
our possessions for use in Your kingdom.  We realize our sins, yet we bring 
this offering to Your altar in humility and repentance.  Forgive us for all the 
times we have been greedy and selfish.  Open our hearts now, and in the 
future, as we joyfully give back to You in love.  Hear us to the glory of Your 
name.  Amen! 
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THANK-OFFERING    
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  
Thanks for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 

Luke 6:38     Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your 

lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 
OFFERING HYMN      #488, vss 1&4     “Savior, Thy Dying Love” 
 

Savior, thy dying love Thou gavest me; 
Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from thee. 
In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow, 
Some off’ring bring thee now, Something for thee. 

 
All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free, 
In joy, in grief, through life, Dear Lord, for thee! 
And when thy face I see, My ransomed soul shall be 
Through all eternity Something for thee. 

 
THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

 

COMMITMENTS OF CONFIRMANDS’ FAMILIES   
 

Pastor, to the confirmands’ families, their parents.  Would you please stand! 

 
 

When you brought your children to be baptized, you realized that you were 

following the will of the Lord Jesus who said - “Let the little children come to me.”  

At that time you understood that your spiritual responsibilities had not ended at 

their baptisms.  You knew that the Scriptures also commanded you to “bring up 

your children in the training and instruction of the Lord.”  You have done this in your 

home, and by using the assistance that has been offered by your fellow Christians 

in this congregation.   
 

However, the Lord Jesus wants you to remember that your Christian parental duties 

to your children are not completed at their confirmations either.  Your 

responsibilities as parents and family continue until they are ended by death! 
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Therefore, I ask you: will you not only continue, but also improve your efforts to lead 

your children to appreciate the Word of God, to encourage them to attend the 

Lord’s Supper often, as well as encouraging them to make daily use of God’s Word 

at home?  Will you carry out these duties faithfully and firmly, remembering their 

importance, but also with love and understanding, realizing that these young men 

and women are passing from childhood into maturity?  Will you, by your words and 

examples, impress upon them the necessity of hearing the Word of the Lord, which is 

the one thing needful for salvation?  Will you in every way, continue to point your 

children to their Lord Jesus Christ, who has promised them, and you, a crown of 

righteousness in heaven?  If so, answer - “We will, and we ask God to help us.” 
 

“We will, and we ask God to help us.” 
(Spoken by the  confirmands’ parents.) 

 
Pastor, to the confirmands’ spiritual family, St. Paul’s congregation. 

Would you please stand! 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: Our Lord commands that we teach His precious truths 

to all people, which of course includes these confirmands.  Christian love therefore 

urges all of us, including congregation members, to assist in whatever manner 

possible so that they may remain children of God until death.  If you are willing to 

carry out this responsibility through your prayers, offerings, and encouragement, 

then answer: “We will, and we ask God to help us.” 
 

“We will, and we ask God to help us.” 
 
OUR PRAYERS 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION   
 

P:  What is the sacrament of Holy Communion? 
ALL:  It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ together with the 

bread and wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 

P:  What blessings do we receive through this eating and drinking? 
ALL:  That is shown us by these words, “Given and poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.”  Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation in this sacrament.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, 
there is also life and salvation. 
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P:  How can eating and drinking do such great things? 
ALL:  It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the 

words, “Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 
words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and 
drinking.  And whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 
P:  Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament? 
ALL:  Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he 

is properly prepared who believes these words, “Given and poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But whoever does not believe these words 
or doubts them is not prepared, because the words “for you” require nothing 
but hearts that believe. 

 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
C: “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 
 
P:  Then Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  
C:  “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 
ALL:  May the peace of the Lord’s grace and mercy always be with us! 

 
DISTRIBUTION   
 

This morning, the twelve members of the Confirmation class will receive the Lord’s 
Supper as a class, then for the remaining distribution, please follow the direction of 

the usher to file forward single file.  If you’re sitting together as a family unit or 
couple in the pew, come forward in that single file, but feel free to join together as 
that same family unit or couple to receive the bread and then the wine together. 

 
Again, as is stated before on p. 2, for Scriptural reasons, we humbly ask that 
confirmed members of the Wisconsin Synod come forward for the sacrament. 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING   
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HYMN       #469     “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
 

 
 
 
THE CLOSING PRAYER           Spoken together with the pastor. 
 

My heavenly Father, I thank You through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, for 
keeping me through the night from all harm and danger.  Keep me through this 
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  I 
commend my body and soul and all things into Your hands.  Let Your holy 
angel be with me, so that the devil may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
OUR LORD’S BLESSING    
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THE CLOSING HYMN       #462     “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Ron Kraemer 
 Video Tech:  Darol Dusseau  
 Elder:  Curt Dinkel 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.) Micah Brown (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Dave Nelson 
 Ushers:  Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.) Noah Doescher (Sun.) 
 

 
 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 43; Sun. 9:00 AM – 107;  Total = 150 
Sunday Bible Class –  NA;  Sisters in Faith -  5; Wednesday Bible Class - 19 

 

Some Announcements 
 

2)  At the last Elders’ meeting, adjustments were discussed concerning our public 
worship settings according to current public health guidelines.  It was decided that 
a different service seating arrangement would be tried.  The two outside pew 
sections will continue to have the every-other pew distancing, while the middle 
section will be open seating.  Communion distribution will continue as has been 
practiced the last several months, as well as offering the “special Communion” 
service offered on “Communion Sunday” evenings (6:00 PM).  

 
 

3)  PENTECOST OUTDOOR SERVICE     It’s just fun to do something different, so it’s 
been decided that on Sunday, May 23, we’ll hold our Sunday morning church service 
outside, just to the west in the grove area.  The plan is to also grill some hamburgers 
for lunch and have some lawn games available.  Maybe get a congregational corn-
hole tournament??  Since the thinking is to eat lunch after the service, we’re 
pushing the service back an hour…JUST ON THAT SUNDAY…to 10:00 AM.  
More information will come in the very near future. 
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4)  The May issue of Forward in Christ is available at the communication Center. 
 
5)  Men’s Church Softball – For any male (age 14 & up) interested in playing softball.  

Practices will be on Sunday, May 2 at 3:00 PM at Ta-Ha-Zouka Park field #1.  Cost is 
$40 per person for the season.  Any questions, contact Dustin Kraemer at 750-7187.   

 

 

6)  Ladies Aid will meet this Thursday, May 6, at 12:00 noon for their Annual Birthday 

Party & Covered Dish Luncheon.  The Hostess will provide the dessert.  Roll Call will 

be answered with “your Confirmation verse”.  Birthday dues will be collected.  

Hostess & Entertainment will be Marian Tinius.  All ladies of the congregation are 

invited to attend.   

7)  Student Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school year for both Little Lambs 
pre-school and K-8th Grades!  You can access the application by going to our 
website (www.stpls.com) and clicking on “2021-2022 Enrollment.”  If you have any 
questions, please speak to Mr. Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen.   

 
8)  On-Line Devotion Opportunities     Our Wisconsin Synod offers a number of online 

opportunities for a regular, daily connection to God’s Word.  Go to, wels.net, scroll 
down a bit and on the right side of the home-page there’s the heading “Daily 
Devotions.”  If you click on that day’s daily devotion, it’ll also give you the info to 
subscribe to it so you can receive it on whatever device you want.  There’s a number 
of good resources on that right side of the home-page.  

 
9)  We've completed our three weeks of "Meals on Wheels" through the Senior Citizen 

Center and we wish to thank the 22 volunteers who gave so selflessly of their time to 
deliver those meals. God bless you all for your help in serving our community! 

 
10)  Box Tops for Education:  Earning money for our school from Box Tops for 

Education has changed quite a bit since it has become mainly done through an app 
on your phone.  Just take a picture of your receipt and the app locates the eligible 
products for you and money goes directly to an account for St. Paul's.  Every little bit 
helps our school.  Thank you for your support! 

 
11)  Special Sunday Evening Communion Service     Due to decreasing numbers at 

these Special Communion Services, the plan is to offer them through the month of 
May and then sunset. 

 
12)  NELHS 3-on-3 Tourney     Saturday, May 29 is the date for this fund-raiser to 

purchase “The Gun” BB shooting machine.  Details and contact info are on the 
poster at the Communication Center. 

http://www.stpls.com/
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Some Malawi Pix Shared by the Mohlkes 
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 5/2 = Confirmation Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 
NO Bible Study today 

 
Monday, 5/3 = Sister’s in Christ, 6:30 PM 
         
Tuesday, 5/4 = Parkinson’s Meeting, 10:00 AM 

Boards Meetings, 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, 5/5 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
NOON School Dismissal 

          
Thursday, 5/6 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM 
 
Saturday, 5/8 = NELHS Track Meet 

Worship Service, 6:30 PM     Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer 
 
Sunday, 5/9 = Mother’s Day 

Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

    
    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
May 2 & May 9 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,  

Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter) 
May 16 & May 23 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,  

Bill & Sue Ulrich) 
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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