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Today’s Theme:   
Faith grows through the faithful teaching of the Gospel! 

 

 

Pastor’s Greeting and Introduction   
 

P:  We begin in the name of the triune God.  Let us worship the Lord our God! 
C:  We worship God the Father who made us and provides for us.  We worship 

God the Son who redeemed us with His holy, precious blood.  We worship 
God the Holy Spirit who creates and strengthens our faith. 

 

P:   At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Praise the Lord! 

C:  Let us join together and praise our Lord’s name! 
 

Hymn     #275   “Blest Be the God of Israel” 
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We Confess Our Sins To God     Please stand! 
 
P:  If I convince myself that I am “good” and deserving of heaven because I am so kind 

and decent, I am deceiving myself and I really don’t know what God’s Word says 
about sin and its consequences.  When I confess and am sorry for all my sins, God 
is merciful and just, and will forgive all my sins.  With this in mind, let’s join together 
and admit our many sins before God, and ask Him to forgive us. 

ALL:  Almighty God, You love me, but there are many times when I haven’t shown 
my love to You.  You call me through Your Word, but I don’t always listen.  So 
often I’m not as concerned for the welfare of my neighbors as I am for my own.  I 
have willingly gone along with evil temptations and made myself more important 
than You or my neighbor.  God my Father, help me be honest with myself and 
with You, so that I may repent of my sins and receive Your forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 

 
P:  Let us privately and silently confess those sins of which we’re aware, as well as the 

many we do not know. 
 

(We silently and privately, pray and confess to God.) 
 

 Jesus says to His people: ‘If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  Jesus’ 
death paid for the guilt of all our sins as well as the sins of the whole world.  Do you 
believe this? 

C:  Yes, I believe. 
 
P:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in His 

name.  Be assured that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life!  Now 
go in peace, knowing that your sins are forgiven, and now through faith, strive to 
eliminate those sins which you have just confessed! 

ALL:   O Lord, my God, I called to You for help and You answered me.  I thank You 
for the love You have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through Him You 
have rescued me from the guilt and punishment of my sins, and also given me 
the peace of forgiveness.  Help me fight against temptation, correct my sinful 
life, and move me to serve You and those around me with love and good 
works.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

 
Hymn     #372, vss 1&4  “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” 
 

1)  I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 
White in his blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 
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4)  I long to be like Jesus: Meek, loving, lowly, mild; 
I long to be like Jesus, The Father’s holy child. 
I long to be with Jesus Amid the heav’nly throng 
To sing with saints his praises, To learn the angels’ song. 

 
The Prayer of the Day     Spoken together. 
 

Almighty God, we thank You for planting the seed of Your Word in our hearts. By Your 
Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy, and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and 
love; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

The First Scripture Lesson       Isaiah 55:10,11 
Just as the snow and rain water the earth, which results in the food we eat today and 
tomorrow, so also God's Word always brings results.  We may not see them 
immediately.  His Word may be rejected or it may bring about conversion.  
 

 10 Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky and do not return there 

unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, so that it 

gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 in the same way my word that goes out 

from my mouth will not return to me empty.  Rather, it will accomplish whatever I 

please, and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it. 
 
 We Publicly Declare Our Faith -- Part 1, The Bible  
 

We believe that God has given a written revelation of himself through the holy 
Scriptures, which is meant for all people.  This revelation, called the Bible, has two 
main messages called the Law and the Gospel.  The Law declares what is right and 
wrong in God’s eyes, and also promises punishment when we sin by disobeying those 
laws.  The Gospel presents the love of God, which is especially shown through the 
forgiveness of our sins and the salvation won by Jesus Christ. 
 
We believe that the entire Bible is centered on this Savior from sin, Jesus Christ.  In the 
Old Testament, God repeatedly promised that a Deliverer from sin, death, and hell 
would come in the future.  The New Testament proclaims that this promised Deliverer 
has come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

We believe that Scripture is a unified whole, true and without error in everything it says, 
for Jesus said in John chapter ten verse thirty-five: “The Scripture cannot be broken.”  
Therefore it is the infallible authority and guide for all we believe and do. 
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We believe that the Bible is fully sufficient, clearly teaching us all we need to know in 
order to get to heaven.  It makes us “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus,” 
and it equips us to live God-pleasing lives.  Since God’s plan of salvation has been 
completely revealed in the Bible, we need and expect no other revelations or additions. 

 
The Second Scripture Lesson         Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
God plants His Word in our heart; His Word alone can produce saving faith and bring 
forth the fruits of faith in our lives. God's Word cannot fail. Any failure lies in an 
unreceptive heart. Therefore, Jesus urges us, "He who has ears, let him hear!" 
 

 1 That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 A large crowd 

gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood 

on the shore. 3 He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out 

to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 

it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil. Immediately the 

seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, the seed was 

scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns. The 

thorns grew up and choked it. 8 But some seed fell on good ground and produced grain: 

some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was 

sown. 9 Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 
 18 “So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 20 The seed 

that was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 21 yet he is not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 22 The seed that was 

sown among the thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this world and 

the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it produces no fruit. 23 But the seed that 

was sown on the good ground is the one who continues to hear and understand the 

word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some 

thirty times more than was sown.” 

 
We Publicly Declare Our Faith  --  Part 2, The Trinity  
 

I believe that the only true God is three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, yet one 

God.  Any other so-called god is a man-made idol. 
 

I believe that this triune God is completely responsible for my existence and salvation.  

My heavenly Father created me in my mother's womb and has blessed me richly in 
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body and soul. He provides all that I need in this life, and still protects me by sending 

His angels to watch over me.   
 

My Savior Jesus, the Son of God, took on human flesh, lived perfectly under the law 

and died shamefully on a cross, all that I might no longer belong to Satan but to God, 

and all that I might serve my Lord wholeheartedly for all my days.   
 

The Holy Spirit brought me to faith and continues to strengthen my faith through the 

Gospel in Word and sacrament. He teaches me that my good works are to thank God 

for His blessings, not to earn them.  He assures me of forgiveness, the resurrection of 

my body, and the bliss of heaven. 
 

I believe that my life and my salvation are precious gifts from God, for which I can best 

thank Him by praising and obeying Him, loving my neighbor and sharing the Gospel 

with all people.  I believe I can do these, and all things, through Christ who strengthens 

me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn      #393    “If Your Beloved Son, O God”           P. 12 
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The Sermon          Romans 8:18-25 
 

“The Christian’s Declaration of Independence” 
I.  Life 

II. Liberty 
III. The pursuit of happiness 

 
 18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager 

longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For creation was subjected to futility, not 

by its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope 21 that even 

creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the 

glorious freedom of the children of God. 
 

Hymn Response     #272    “Create in Me a Clean heart, O God” 
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The Gathering of Our Generous Thank-Offerings   
 
Our Prayers 
 

P:   In peace let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”  For the holy Church of 
God, that it may be filled with truth and love and be found without fault at the day of 
Your coming, we pray to You, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the presidents of our Wisconsin Synod and our Nebraska District, for all pastors 

and teachers, and for all the faithful people of God, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For all who fear God and believe in You, Lord Christ, that our differences may be 

settled and that all may be one as You and the Father are one, we pray to You, O 
Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the mission of the Church, that it may faithfully preach the Gospel to the ends of 

the earth, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For those who do not yet believe and for those who have lost their faith, that they 

may receive the light of the gospel, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P:   For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and patience may grow among 

nations and peoples, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For a blessing on human labor and for the right use of the riches of creation, that 

the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 

and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to You, 
O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that 

we may be delivered from hardness of heart and show forth your glory in all we do, 
we pray to You, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For our enemies and those who wish us harm and for all whom we have injured or 

offended, we pray to You, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, 

and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and 
health, we pray to You, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:   Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one 

another and all our lives to Christ our God.  
C: Amen.  We ask for all of these things in Jesus’ name, who has also taught us 

to pray… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
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The Closing Hymn          #468     “My God, My Father, Make me Strong” 
 

 

 

 
 

WELS Connection 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 41; Sun. 9:00 AM – 70;  Total = 111 

Sunday Bible Class –  30; Wednesday Bible Class – 17 
 
 

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, July 18th & 19th    

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 

vs 

Offerings 

Last 

Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$370,844.46 $19,770.27 $20,018.75 $248.48 $4,609.00 $7,131.64 -$2,522.64 

 



 11 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Damon Weinrich & Walt Tinius 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Ron Kraemer Chad Moyer 

Greeters:    

Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse Gary Johnson & Don Lau 

Technology:    Colton Price Katy Nichols 

 

Quarterly Voters' Assembly 
Tuesday, July 28th, 2020  --  6:00 PM 

 

I.   Call to Order and Devotion 

II.  Reception of any new voting members 

III. Minutes from previous meeting 

IV. Reports: 

1. Board of Elders 

Membership Transactions:   
  

      Transfer In: 

a) Aaron, Hannah, & Molly Markgraf from St. Paul’s LC, Beverly Hills, FL 

b) Rev. Howard & Leslie Mohlke from Open Bible LC, Whiteriver, AZ 
     

2.  Board of Trustees 

3.  Board of Christian Ed/Principal 

4.  Pastor's Report 

5.  Board of Finance Report 

6.  Endowment/Trust Committee 

     7.  NELHS Delegate 

     8.  WELS Representative Report 

     9.  Cemetery Board 

   10.  Building Committee  

   11.  Evangelism Committee  

V. Old Business: 

1.   

VI. New Business:  

     1.  

VII. Adjourn / Prayer   
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 
Sunday, 7/26 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 

Bible Study (2nd Commandment), 10:15 AM 
    
Monday, 7/27 = Men’s Softball Game, 6:30 PM (field 1 – Sacred Heart Red) 
         
Tuesday, 7/28 = Quarterly Congregational Meeting, 6:00 PM 

Men’s Softball Game, 8:30 PM (field 1 – First Baptist) 
Men’s Softball Game, 9:30 PM (field 1 – Sacred Heart Red)  

 
Wednesday, 7/29 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
 
Saturday, 8/1 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM   Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer 
 
Sunday, 8/2 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

NO Bible Study this morning…Meet ‘n Greet our new members in the 
narthex after worship! 

    

    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
July 26 & Aug. 2 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter) 

Aug. 9 & Aug. 16 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger, 
Shannon Spreeman, Walt & Marian Tinius) 

 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
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Some Announcements 
Sunday, July 26,2020 

 

1)  Sunday, August 16 is the date set for the installations of our two new 
Gospel servants…Mr. Aaron Markgraf (principal) and Miss Lisa Lindemann 
(teacher/family minister).  This will take place in the 9:00 AM service.  More 
information will be shared if there’s some kind of reception with this.  
COVID… 
 

2)  Next Sunday, August 2, is a big day!  Palm Sunday (April 5) was the 
original date for a number of adult-confirmations (Ray & Jistina Haselhorst, 
Nikki Hollum, Karen Matteo, Alex Nunnenkamp, Zach Svoboda) and an adult-
baptism in that number!  COVID changed that, so now we’ve rescheduled for 
August 2.  The plan is to have an informal meet-n-greet after church on 
August 2, with a bigger production (brunch fellowship??) to be held once 
COVID is settled down more. THERE WON’T BE BIBLE CLASS NEXT 
SUNDAY (August 2) MORNING SO WE ALL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO INTRODUCE OURSELVES TO OUR NEW CHURCH MEMBERS!  We’ll 
do this in the narthex. 
 

3)  A Quarterly Voters’ meeting is scheduled for this Tuesday, July 28, 6:00 
PM in the church basement.  Agendas are available at the Communication 
Center. 
 

4)  The next blood-drive that is to be held at St. Paul’s will be on Monday, 
August 3, from 12:00 to 6:00 PM in the school gym.  Sign up at - 
redcrossblod.org. 
 

5)  School COVID volunteers are needed for the upcoming school-year.  In 
order to have in-person school, MANY additional steps will have to be taken 
to make that happen.  Would you help with this??  Some of the main duties 
would be taking temps of all people coming into the school (we have several 
new touchless thermometers for this), additional cleaners/sanitizers, and 
lunch workers in one form or another (we don’t know exactly how lunch will 
be working).  Contact Mr. Markgraf with questions, or your answer - “Yes!! I’d 
love to help however I can!” 
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6)  New Meditations & In-Focus publications are available for you to pick up.  
Meditations is a great tool to help with your daily-devotion routine, and In-
Focus is the newsletter of Martin Luther College (MLC) in New Ulm, MN.  
MLC is our synod’s under-graduate college which trains our future pastors 
and teachers.  The Meditations are in the library area, and In-Focus in the 
Communication Center area. 
 

7)  “THANK YOU!”     St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School:  Thank you for 
hosting the Sixpence diaper drive and all of the donations.  We greatly 
appreciate it!     
                                The Nofolk Sixpence Team 
 

8)  At the latest Executive Council meeting, for various reasons, it was 
decided to postpone this year’s version of Sunday School.  Complications 
with COVID is the main driving force of this.  This situation will be evaluated 
as we learn and react and adjust to a very fluid scenario. 
 

9)  Much work is being done to implement a more formal “New Member 
Assimilation” effort here at St. Paul’s.  An initial rough-draft of how this could 
work has been created and will be first shared at Tuesday’s Voters’ Meeting 
for feedback.  Generally speaking, we’re going to be asking St. Paul’s 
members to participate more directly and specifically in this effort.  The goal 
of this assimilation process is to have new members (especially new 
members new to the faith and new to congregational/church life) become 
more familiar and comfortable in a new setting with new people.  We’re trying 
to make a church-life-transition as easy and comfortable and practical as 
possible.  More information will be shared in the future as details are 
determined. 
 

10)  The Executive Council also gave its blessing to add a “COVID service” to our 

weekend worship schedule.  This service would take extra COVID precautions 

(mask-wearing etc.) in a condensed service that still centers on Word and sacrament.  

Our first attempt at this service will be on Sunday, August 2, 6:30 PM.  We’re going 

to try it at this time initially, while keeping an open-mind that a different time on 

Sunday might be better…11:30 AM after Bible Class?? 


