
 Palm Sunday 
Saturday, March 27 & Sunday, March 28, 2021 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

 
1100 Georgia Ave. - Norfolk, Nebraska 

 

Pastor Paul Hirsch  --  Principal Aaron Markgraf 
Office & Website: 

(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com  

http://www.stpls.com/


 2 

 
 

Our Worship Theme This Morning: 
We gather at the beginning of Holy Week to celebrate 

and remember how Jesus came to Jerusalem to willingly 
offer himself as the sacrifice for our sins. 

 
 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
Invocation 
 

P: We begin our Palm Sunday worship, celebrating and praising 
the name of our triune God, God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit.   

ALL: WE WORSHIP THIS ONE TRUE GOD!  WE WORSHIP 
HIM BECAUSE HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED EVERYTHING 
FOR OUR SALVATION! 

 
P: We are truly blessed to have our triune God present with us 

this morning, and we are blessed to be able to join together 
in worshiping His holy name! 

ALL: JESUS SAID IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 18 VERSE 20 - 
“For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.”  O triune God, please accept our 
humble praise! 

 
P:  Dear friends in Christ, for the past five weeks of this Lenten 

Season, we’ve been preparing for the fulfillment of our 
gracious God’s plan of salvation. 

ALL:  Today we come together to begin the solemn worship 
of Holy Week.  Jesus humbly entered Jerusalem to 
complete His work as our Messiah, to suffer, to finish 
His holy life and die, and to rise again. 

 
P:  “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
ALL:  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest!” 
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The Opening Hymn    #130   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”    HOTW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Confession And Forgiveness Of Our Sins 
 

P:  Lord Jesus, Your arrival in Jerusalem was welcomed with a 
show of palms and shouts of praise.  Yet so soon You were 
abandoned.  Even Your closest friends left Your side. 

ALL:  Lord Jesus, we confess that we too make a joyful 
noise at Your coming, but too often we turn our backs on 
You from selfish temptations and in hard times. 
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P:  O Lord, we often hypocritically serve You with only our lips 

and empty words instead of with our whole lives. 
ALL:  We say that we’ll follow You wherever you go, but too 

often we do not.  Instead, like Peter, too often we deny 
even knowing You.  Too often we try to fit in with the 
faithless crowd around us.  Too often we avoid risking 
ourselves for Your sake and for the sake of the Gospel. 

 
P:  Forgive us God for our timid and faltering faith. 
ALL:  Forgive us Lord for our sinful parts in nailing You to 

the cross to suffer and die. 
 

................ Silent Personal Confession............... 
 
P:  Lord have mercy on me. 
 
C:  Christ have mercy me.  
 
P:  Lord have mercy on us. 
 

God gives each of us His personal promise - "Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  We have 
nothing to fear, since Jesus has redeemed us.  Our sins are 
forgiven through His sacrifice and death!  Let us now live our 
lives in keeping with that repentance.  Let us pray. 

 
ALL: We praise You, O God, for the great acts of love by 

which You have redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  As He was adored by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palms in His path, so may we 
always hail Him as our King and follow Him with perfect 
confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn     #307     “Wondrous Are Your Ways, O God” 
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P:  We have good reason to rejoice and sing “Hosannas!”  Jesus 

entered Jerusalem for one purpose: to suffer and die for the 
sins of the world, for your sins and mine!  He came to save!! 

ALL:  Our Savior God certainly did carry out His plan of 
salvation first promised in the Garden of Eden! He did 
everything, not because of anything I have done to 
impress God or make Him happy, but only because of His 
love and mercy for me and all sinners! 

 
P:  God gives each of us His personal promise - "Though your 

sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  We have 
nothing to fear, since Jesus has redeemed us.  Our sins our 
forgiven through His sacrifice and death!  Let us now live our 
lives in keeping with that repentance.  Let us pray. 

ALL:  We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by 
which You have redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  As He was praised by those who scattered their 
garments and palm branches in His path, so may we 
always hail Him as our King and follow Him with perfect 
confidence; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Hymn   #239, vss 1&2   “Glory Be to God the Father” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Palm Sunday Epistle Lesson      Philippians 2:1-11 
EVERYTHING that Jesus was and did centered around the fact of 
His humiliation, which is the pattern for us to follow as we deal 
with those around us. 
 

1  If you have any encouragement from being united with 

Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in 

the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being 

one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition 

or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 

yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 

the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same 

mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 

with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
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9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C:  Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

 
ALL SING:    #8, vss 1&4    “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come” 
 

 
  4   Hail,      ho  -  san   -   na,     Dav  -  id’s     Son!          Help,     Lord;   hear     our 

 
 sup   -   pli    -   ca    -  tion!       Let        your   king  - dom,    scep - ter,   crown 

 
         Bring     us     bless  -  ing    and      sal  -  va  -  tion       That      for   -  ev   -  er 

 
         we     may  sing            Hail,     ho    -    san   -   na!      to        our      King. 

 
The Palm Sunday Gospel Lesson     Mark 11:1-11 
While the crowd was shouting His praises, Jesus continues to 
show His humility and His resolve in carrying out His Father’s plan 
of salvation. 
 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and 

Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you 

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 

ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 

you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back 

here shortly.’” 
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4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 

doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, 

“What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as 

Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they 

brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on 

it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went 

ahead and those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. 

He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he 

went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 

P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C:  Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

        
Hymn      #351     “Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus”    
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Sermon Meditation         Zechariah 9:9,10  
 

WHAT A PARADE!! 
I. It was done very humbly,         

II. Preparing for one even better! 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

Our Meditation Response    #702    “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 

Printed on p. 14. 
 
The Public Declaration of Our Saving Faith     Spoken by all!! 
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, one with 
the Father from all eternity.  In the course of time, He took a 
complete, yet sinless, human nature to himself when He was 
conceived as a holy child in the Virgin Mary through a miracle of 
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the Holy Spirit.  God’s angel testified, “What is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit”.  Jesus Christ is unique, for in Him, both  
the divine and human natures are inseparably united in one 
person, the holy God-man. 
 

We believe that Jesus at all times possessed the fullness of the 
Deity with all holy power, wisdom, and glory.  His divinity was 
evident when He performed miracles.  But while He lived on 
earth, He took on the form of a servant, humbling himself by 
laying aside the continuous, full display and use of His divine 
characteristics.  During His life, He lived as a man among sinful 
people, endured suffering, and humbled himself to the shameful 
death on the cross.   
 
We believe that as part of His exaltation, Jesus descended into 
hell to proclaim His victory over Satan.  We believe that He rose 
again from the grave with a glorified body, ascended into 
heaven, and is exalted to rule with power over the world, to rule 
with grace in His church, and to rule with glory for all eternity. 
 

We believe that Jesus lived a holy life, died an innocent death 
and rose on the third day for our salvation, and because of this 
most precious gift of His redemption, we thank and praise our 
gracious God! 

 
Our Thank-Offerings Are Brought to the Lord   
 
#480     “Almighty Father, heaven and Earth” 
 

 
5  O         Fath    -   er,    whence    all       bless   -   ings      come, 

 
O          Son,     Dis    -    pen   -    ser       of         God’s    store, 

 
O          Spir   -   it,        bear      our      off’  -   rings    home— 
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Lord,   make    them    yours     for     -   e    -    ver   -   more! 

 
Our Responsive Palm Sunday Prayer        Please stand!! 
 

P:  Lord Jesus, You are the King of heaven and earth.  We join 
the first Palm Sunday worshipers in praising and glorifying 
You for coming to be our savior. 

C:  Throughout your entire life You humbled yourself…born 
in Bethlehem, living a life of humble service, riding to 
Your execution on a donkey, and dying on a cross. 

 
P:  We praise You for being obedient to death, even death on a 

cross, to redeem us from our sin. 
C:  Guard and keep us all in the one saving faith.  Lord we 

pray…keep us faithful in Your Word and strengthen us to 
show and live our faith to those around us! 

 
P:  Move us to confess You before others as our Lord and 

Savior.  Bless our congregation to move forward with the 
Gospel, united under Your love and forgiveness. 

C:  Use all of us to assure those around us of Your love for 
all people.  Give me wisdom and confidence to share my 
faith with those people around me who have drifted away 
from faith, or those who have never known about Your 
grace and mercy. 

 
P:  Bless the nations of the world with wise rulers and good 

governments.  Be with our local, state and national leaders so 
that they make decisions which are beneficial to us and give 
glory to Your kingdom. 

C:  Be with our soldiers and personnel who are serving 
overseas, as well as our synod’s missionaries and their 
families.  Keep them safe in Your all-powerful hands, and 
use them as Your faithful missionaries in so many non-
Christian settings. 

 
P:  We also ask for Your presence and blessings here in our own 

country.  Give success to the businesses and industries of our 
country which serve for the common good.  Cause all 
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employers to be honest and fair-minded, and all employees to 
be diligent and faithful. 

C:  Look with favor on all our schools in both our synod and 
communities.  Be with and bless both those who teach 
and learn about the wonders and glories of Your 
incredible universe.  Comfort the sick and the troubled 
with the assurance of Your care and protection.  Hear us 
Lord as we bring You our private prayers of personal 
requests and thanks. 

 
Silent personal prayer 

 
P:  Dear Savior, as we walk with You this week toward Your 

death on Calvary, keep us focused on Your purpose for 
coming into this world, and on our calling to spread this 
wonderful message of salvation.   

ALL:  Dear Jesus, hear and answer us according to Your 
gracious and perfect wisdom.  We ask for these and all 
things in Your holy name, because You have also taught 
us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven… 

 
Closing Dialogue 
 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  
C:  And his mercy endures forever.  
 
P:  Let us pray. 
ALL:  Blessed Savior, we ask that You conquer our 

indifference, stubbornness, and hypocrisy through the 
power of Your holy Gospel.  Fill our lives and actions 
with “Hosannas” that come from faithful hearts.  Accept 
our praises now, and at the end of days when You return 
as the King of Glory.  Bless us and our congregation as 
we prepare our hearts for another Holy Week.  In Your 
name we pray.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing   
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shone on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lokk on you with favor, and give you peace.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn     #133  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 
 
 

 

 

 
 

WELS Connection        
 
 
 

 

Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 Organaist:  Diane Herbolsheimer 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Ron Kraemer & Tammy Mancini 
 Video Tech:  Chad Moyer 
 Elder:  Ron Kraemer 
 Ushers:  Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse 
 Power Point:  D. & T. Weinrichs / Katrina Moyer 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Chad Moyer 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
 Power Point:  Hallie Spreeman & Noah Doescher 
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Worshipping the Lord 
 

Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 44; Sun. 9:00 AM – 125;  
Special Communion Service 6:00 PM – 16; Total = 185 

Sunday Bible Class –  37; Sisters In Faith - 11 
Wednesday Bible Class – 20 

 

Announcements 
 

1)  Holy Week Devotions   Martin Luther College (MLC - our 
synod’s college in New Ulm, MN, which trains future pastors 
and teachers) has again prepared daily devotions for Holy 
Week…Palm Sunday through Easter.  In the past they’ve 
printed off individual devotion booklets, but this year it’s 
offered only online.  These on-line devotions also have 
musical performances by various musical groups from MLC!  
Use this link (https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-
devotions) to subscribe and receive the devotions starting 
today, Palm Sunday, March 28.   

 

2)  Student Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school 
year for both Little Lambs pre-school and K-8th Grades! You 
can access the application by going to our website and clicking 
on "2021-2022 Enrollment." If you have any questions, please 
speak to Mr. Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen. 

 

3)  Women’s Bible Group:   The Women's Bible Study has 
decided to change their name to Sisters in Faith. We come 
together once a week to encourage each other and to build 
one another up in the faith through open discussion on 
Scriptures. As fellow sisters in faith, all ladies (members or 
not!) are welcome to join our weekly get-togethers!  Mondays 
at 6:30 PM in the church narthex! 

 

4)  SAVE THE DATE!   The 14th Annual NELHS Golf Classic will 
be held Saturday, July 31 at Crooked Creek Golf Club in 
Lincoln.  More details will come when we get a little closer. 

 

5)  TAKE ‘EM HOME!!  There’s a supply of new St. Paul’s mugs 
and pens in the narthex near the SCRIP table which is by the 
west car-port entrance. It’s not intended for this to be a fund-
raiser, but if you’re concerned to at least cover cost, both the 
mug and pen cost less than $1.  There’s a coffee container on 
the table if you choose to leave something.  Take a few!! 
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6)  CHURCH & SCHOOL OUTDOOR HELP     Beautiful sunny 
days, warm weather, and the Lenten Season all point to 
spring!  It also reminds us of lawn-care and landscaping.  
Many peoples’ first and only impression of St. Paul’s may be 
what they see as they drive by, so it’s important to have it look 
as sharp as possible!  Not unlike at home, several things need 
to happen, trimming hedges, weeding flower-beds, and 
watering as needed.  The Trustees have divided the 
church/school property into 8 small sections for individuals to 
claim, take ownership of and care for according to your own 
schedule.  Any possible cost would be covered by church, and 
you can pick what small section you’d like.   

 

This also brings to mind the need for grass-cutters!  Mowing 
teams are being organized now for the same reason, of 
keeping things looking good and giving good impressions.  
Mowers and string-trimmers are available, to mow from Queen 
City Blvd west up to the cemetery. It takes 2-3 hours for a 
team of 4-5 to knock that off.   Call or text Gary Jackson at 
(402)750-3238. 

 

7)  The Nebraska-Iowa LWMS Circuit is hosting a rally on 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 at St. John's in Stanton. 
Registration opens at 8:30 AM.  Encouragement from the 

speaker, Sarah Stellick, "From serving overseas for 25 years, I will 
share about the daily life of a missionary’s wife. My husband, Kevin, and I, 
with our 3 children, experienced many blessings and challenges as we 
served in Taiwan and China.  It is my prayer the ladies will come to be 
encouraged with God’s promises and to encourage one another as we 
share how we all serve our amazing God, no matter where we live!   I am 
grateful for the amazing support we received from LWMS while we were in 
Asia. I look forward to giving back and sharing with the LWMS groups."  
 

Thank you!  Joanna Smith & Heidi Rixe, LWMS Spiritual 
Growth Leaders 

 

8)  Ladies Aid will meet this Thursday, April 1, at 1:30 PM.  Roll 
Call will be answered with your “favorite hat”.  The ladies are 
asked to wear a hat.  Hostess & Entertainment will be Linda 
Jensen.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend.   
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 

 
 

Sunday, 3/28 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

 
Monday, 3/29 = Sisters In Faith, 6:30 PM  
         
Wednesday, 3/31 = Service Broadcast, Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Public School Confirmation Class, 2:15 PM 

          
Thursday, 4/1 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM 

Maundy Thursday w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman 

 
Friday, 4/2 = Good Friday Service, 6:30 PM  

Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl  

 
Saturday, 4/3 = NO Worship Service this evening  
 
Sunday, 4/4 = Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 AM 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman 

 Easter Worship Service, 9:00 AM   
 Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer  

NO Bible Study this morning 

    
 
 

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Mar. 28 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist, Jim & 

Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba) 
Apr. 4 & Apr. 11 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  

John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn 
Winter) 

 

 

 


