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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:    9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
      basement…materials provided) 
                        6:00 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 Monday:     6:30 PM  Sisters-In-Faith…women’s faith and fellowship time, at   
      church narthex 
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                                own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

IT’S GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR LORD! 
 

 In our service we’ll be doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through 

our words and songs, confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and 

grace, and then also using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.   

 

We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who 

already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach 

out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus 

has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith! 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Father, You know the multitude of sins I have committed in my 

life and even this past week. Help me hate my sin more and grow in grace as I 

contemplate what Christ has done to forgive me and free me from sin’s death grip. 

Open the eyes of my heart to see the glorious hope we have in Christ, Your love for 

all of the saints, and Your power at work in us who believe (Ephesians 1:18-21). 

Cause my heart to burn within me as we worship You in word and song, and as we 

grow in and apply the Gospel. 
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OPENING DIALOGUE    
 

P:  Let us begin our worship in the name of our Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  We worship our Triune God because he has accomplished everything for 
our salvation! 

 
P:  O Lord, use my heart, my mind, and my mouth; 
C:  so that I may give You the praise and glory You deserve. 
 
P:  Be with us this evening/morning as we’ve gathered in Your holy name. 
C:  O Lord, come to us and bless us through Your Word. 
 
P:  Dear friends in Christ, may the Lord, and all His blessings, be with you! 
C:  Pastor, may He also be with you! 
 
P:  In Christ, we are all children of God through faith. 
C:  for all of us who were baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves with 

Christ.  Galatians chapter three, verses twenty-six and twenty-seven. 
 
P:  Jesus teaches us in His Sermon on the Mount - “You are the salt of the earth; 
C:  You are the light of the world. 
 
P:  Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
C:  and praise your Father in heaven.”  Matthew chapter five, verses thirteen 

through sixteen. 
 
P:  The Apostle Peter writes - “In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have.  

C:  But do this with gentleness and respect.  First Peter chapter 3, verse 15. 
 
P:  The Apostle Paul writes - “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,  
C:  especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 

chapter six, verse ten.   
 
P:  Again, Paul commands us – “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
C:  giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians chapter three, 

verse seventeen.    Let us worship the Lord our God! 
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OUR FIRST HYMN     #232    “Lord of My Life, Whose Tender Care” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WE CONFESS OUR SINS   
 

P:  Let’s remind ourselves of God’s holy commands which guide the behavior we 
are to show both to God and the people around us. 

 

You shall have no other gods.  
C:  We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
 
P:  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
C:  We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, swear, 

lie, or deceive, or use witchcraft, but call upon God’s name in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 
P:  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
C:  We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and his 

Word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it. 
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P:  Honor your father and mother; that it may go well with you and that you may 
enjoy long life on the earth. 

C:  We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our 
parents and others in authority, but honor, serve and obey them, and give 
them love and respect. 

 

P:  You shall not murder. 
C:  We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in 

his body, but help and befriend him in every bodily need. 
 

P: You shall not commit adultery. 
C: We should fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words 

and actions, and that husband and wife love and honor each other. 
 

P: You shall not steal. 
C: We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s money or 

property, or get it by dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and 
protect his property and means of income. 

 

P: You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
C: We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor: 

betray him, or give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him, 
and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way. 

 

P: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
C: We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s 

inheritance or house, or obtain it by a show of right, but do all we can to 
help him keep it. 

 

P: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, workers, animals, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 

C: We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our 
neighbor’s spouse, workers, or animals, but urge them to stay and do 
their duty.     

 

P: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
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P: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
(+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

ALL SING:    (melody CW #582) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD   
 

An Old Testament Lesson:     Numbers 21:4-9 
The Jews rebelled, fell under God's judgment, and were struck with a plague of 
poisonous snakes. Faith in God's promise was God's remedy for their troubles. 
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4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around 

Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and 

against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and 

many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we 

spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes 

away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is 

bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a 

pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they 

lived. 
 
A PSALM        Psalm 130 (p. 13)     Let’s sing the Psalm responsively! 
 
An Epistle Lesson:     Ephesians 2:1-10 
Because of our sin, not only are we undeserving of God’s grace, we are helpless, or 
dead, without it.  God’s grace leads us to show our thanks by how we live our lives. 
 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used 

to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also 

lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 

desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we 

are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do. 
 
WE CONFESS OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH   
 

I believe in the one true God, who reveals himself as three persons: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
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He created everything that exists out of nothing in six days. 
He sustains and provides for his created world. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God the Son, who came to earth to live the perfect life that 

I could not. 
I know that he was the complete sacrifice for my sin.  He died so that I might live. 
He rose from the grave victorious over sin and death, guaranteeing that all my sins 

are forgiven. 
He left this earth visibly, went up into heaven and now rules with all power and 

authority because he is God and his work on this earth is finished. 
He will come again one day as Judge, to finally defeat his enemies and to bring 

believers to live with him forever in heaven. 
 
I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith and made me God’s 

child and an heir of eternal life. 
Now he pleads to the Father on my behalf, strengthens me when I am spiritually 

weak and empowers me for service to my loving Savior, Jesus.  All this he does 
through God’s Word and sacraments. 

 
God’s Word points me to my need for a Savior, and to his saving love for me.   
I believe the Bible is the true Word of God which teaches and guides me now to 

live for him because of all the things my God has done for me.  Amen. 
 
HYMN     #349     “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 
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SERMON MEDITATION     John 3:14-21 
 

A SURE THING 
 

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned  
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already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.   
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 

instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the 

light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But 

whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that 

what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 
OUR THANK-OFFERING   
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the 
plate located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code 
works too! 
 
Luke 6:38     Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it 

will be measured to you.” 
 

PRAISE CHOIR     “Lamb of God” 
 
PRAYERS    
 

P:  Heavenly Father, You loved the world and gave Your Son to liberate us from sin 
and death by His obedient death on the cross. 

C:  We confess that without Your love we are lost. 
 
P:  Lord of the Church, we thank You for the treasure of the Gospel. As we get 

closer to Holy Week, use Your Holy Spirit to keep our attention on Jesus, who 
perfectly fulfilled Your plan of salvation.  

C:  Strengthen our motivation and determination to live more and more of our 
lives according to Your will, even if it means more effort, or if people make 
fun of me. 

 
P:  Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule 

and persecution because of their faith: missionaries and chaplains, young 
people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is 
wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C:  By your Spirit, O Lord, give them patience, trust and extra strength. 
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P:  Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the 

chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal 
relationships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors 
of life with a heavy heart. 

C:  Give them confidence and peace, O Lord, and in Your mercy, be their 
guardian and friend, their comfort and hope. 

 
P:  Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort 
the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C:  Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary 
in doing good. 

 
P:  Gracious God, we know every blessing comes from Your gracious and powerful 

hand.  We all thank You for the gift of good health, but when we do need extra 
medical help, we thank You for the gifts of medicines, doctors and nurses, 
technology and hospitals.  We thank You for protecting and blessing NEAL 
SHRADER this past week and the emergency care and surgery he received.   
Continue to give extra skill and wisdom to his doctors and nurses, and if it is 
Your will, please give him a quick recovery so that he can return home as soon 
as possible, and in all circumstances, remind Neal and his family of the most 
precious blessing of sins forgiven through Jesus. 

 
Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private prayers. 

 
Silent, personal prayer thanking God for blessings, and asking for even more! 

 
P:  Help us to faithfully and selflessly live all of our lives according to Your will in all 

circumstances.  Keep us faithful to the truths of Your holy Word which guide our 
daily lives here and now, and which thankfully, also, bring us to the goal of 
eternal life in heaven!  We ask for these things through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who has also taught us to pray -  

ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
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CLOSING HYMN      #322   “On What Has Now Been Sown” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday:  Saturday (6:30 PM)/Sunday (9:00 AM), March 27/28 
Maundy Thursday:  Thursday, April 1, 6:30 PM, w/ Communion 
Good Friday:    Friday, April 2, 6:30 PM 
Easter Sunday:    Sunday, April 4, 6:30 AM “Sunrise” & 9:00 AM 
 

PLEASE NOTE…there is no Saturday (April 3) evening church this weekend, and the 
two services on Easter will be different and held in church. The regularly scheduled 

communion for the 1st Sunday of the month is being pushed back a week.  That means 
the Communion Sundays in April, including both “Special” Sunday evening Communion 

services, will be April 11 & 18. 
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Psalm 130 
 

 
 

P:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 
C:  O Lord, hear my voice. 
 

P:  Let your ears be attentive* 
C:  to my cry for mercy. 
 

P:  If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 
C:  O Lord, who could stand? 
 

P:  But with you there is forgiveness;* 
C:  therefore you are feared. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

P:  I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 
C:  My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
 

P:  O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 
C:  for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 
 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 
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Announcements 
 
1)  Mid-Week Lent Services  --  Two Wednesday Lent services remain here at St. 

Paul’s: March 17 – Ziche; and March 24 – Schulz.   
 

2)  Student Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school year for both Little 
Lambs pre-school and K-8th Grades! You can access the application by going to 
our website and clicking on "2021-2022 Enrollment." If you have any questions, 
please speak to Mr. Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen. 

 

3)  Women’s Bible Group:   The Women's Bible Study has decided to change their 
name to Sisters in Faith. We come together once a week to encourage each 
other and to build one another up in the faith through open discussion on 
Scriptures. As fellow sisters in faith, all ladies (members or not!) are welcome to 
join our weekly get-togethers!  Mondays at 6:30 PM in the church narthex! 

 

4)  Preliminary thoughts and plans are in the hopper for starting up a “Men’s 
Group” that would meet regularly (weekly?!).  Initial thoughts are to do it early 
weekday morning (Monday?? 6:30??), and off campus, some place where 
morning drinkables and edibles might be available.  Thoughts and ideas toward 
this end would be appreciated.  Communicate with Pastor Hirsch in person or 
technology (402.649.9268 / pahirschki@gmail.com).  

 

5)  The March issues of “Forward in Christ” are available near the Communication 
Center.  This is our Synod’s monthly newsletter which shares some happenings 
around our church-body, as well as some good devotional and Bible Study 
materials. 

 

6)  TAKE ‘EM HOME!!  There’s a supply of new St. Paul’s mugs and pens in the 
narthex near the SCRIP table which is by the west car-port entrance. It’s not 
intended for this to be a fund-raiser, but if you’re concerned to at least cover cost, 
both the mug and pen cost less than $1.  There’s a coffee container on the table 
if you choose to leave something.  Take a few!! 

 

7)  ADULT CHOIR HAS RESTARTED!  Last week, Wednesday, March 10, was the first 
of four choir practices in a row to get ready for a women's group song on March 21, 
and mixed-choir Holy Week singing (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Easter)! We 
will meet after the Wednesday Lent services to practice in the balcony.  The dates of 
the remaining practices are 3/17, 3/24 & 3/31.  Come and sing joyful songs to the 
Lord!  Any questions?  Please ask Mr. Brown.   

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
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8)  CHURCH & SCHOOL OUTDOOR HELP     Beautiful sunny days, warm weather, 
and the Lenten Season all point to spring!  It also reminds us of lawn-care and 
landscaping.  Many peoples’ first and only impression of St. Paul’s may be what 
they see as they drive by, so it’s important to have it look as sharp as possible!  
Not unlike at home, several things need to happen, trimming hedges, weeding 
flower-beds, and watering as needed.  The Trustees have divided the 
church/school property into 8 small sections for individuals to claim, take 
ownership of and care for according to your own schedule.  Any possible cost 
would be covered by church, and you can pick what small section you’d like.   

 

This also brings to mind the need for grass-cutters!  Mowing teams are being 
organized now for the same reason, of keeping things looking good and giving 
good impressions.  Mowers and string-trimmers are available, to mow from 
Queen City Blvd west up to the cemetery. It takes 2-3 hours for a team of 4-5 to 
knock that off.   Call or text Gary Jackson at (402)750-3238. 

 

9)  The Nebraska-Iowa LWMS Circuit is hosting a rally on Saturday, April 24, 
2021 at St. John's Lutheran Church in Stanton. Registration opens at 8:30 
AM.  Encouragement from the speaker, Sarah Stellick, "From serving overseas 
for 25 years, I will share about the daily life of a missionary’s wife. My husband, 
Kevin, and I, with our 3 children, experienced many blessings and challenges as 
we served in Taiwan and China.  It is my prayer the ladies will come to be 
encouraged with God’s promises and to encourage one another as we share 
how we all serve our amazing God, no matter where we live!   I am grateful for 
the amazing support we received from LWMS while we were in Asia. I look 
forward to giving back and sharing with the LWMS groups."  
 

Thank you!  Joanna Smith & Heidi Rixe, LWMS Spiritual Growth Leaders 
 
10)  SAVE THE DATE!   The 14th Annual NELHS Golf Classic will be held Saturday, 

July 31 at Crooked Creek Golf Club in Lincoln.  More details will be shared when 
we get a little closer. 

 
 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 67; Sun. 9:00 AM – 83; 

Special Communion Service 6:30 PM - 10       Total = 160 
Lent Service (3/3) - 79 

Sunday Bible Class –  34; Women’s Bible Class -  11; Wednesday Bible Class – 19 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastors Paul Hirsch (presiding) & Howard Mohlke (preaching) 

Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Ron Kraemer & Tammy Mancini 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Dave Nelson 

Miles Spreeman (Lent) 

Miles Spreeman 

Ron Kraemer (Lent) 

Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson 

Technology:    Jett Leuthold / Katy Nichols Micah Brown 

 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Monday, 3/15 = Sisters In Faith, 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, 3/16 = Executive Council, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, 3/17 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Public School Confirmation Class, 2:15 PM 
Lent Service, 6:30 PM      Organist: Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer 

 

Saturday, 3/20 = Science & Art Fair 
Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM  Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman   

 

Sunday, 3/21 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 
Fellowship & Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM    

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
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