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Welcome to Worship at St. Paul’s!  
 

We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, 
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms are located in the 
narthex, across from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church.  A 
cry/changing room with a live-stream is also available in that same area.. 

 

St. Paul’s is a member of the WELS…the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.   

Just what is that?!?! 
 
Wisconsin – In 1849, a group of Christians first joined together for like-minded 
Gospel ministry in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area.  Today, although our name only 
says “Wisconsin,” WELS congregations exist in all fifty states and in more than 25 
countries. 
 
Evangelical – This word simply means “good news.”  The “Good News” of God’s 
grace and forgiveness through Jesus is the heart of our faith and teaching. 
 
Lutheran – In 16th century Europe, the church had strayed away from the 
Scriptures, and was teaching that a person is saved by his/her good works.  A man 
by the name of Martin Luther worked to return to the basic Biblical truths that a 
person is saved by grace alone, through faith alone, which comes by Scripture 
alone.  Our congregation continues to build on these three Biblical truths. 
 
Synod – This word means “walking together.”  For over 150 years, St. Paul’s has 
been blessed as part of a church body, a synod, which consists of over 1,200 
congregations, “walking together” in the same faith and the same ministry of 
sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE THEME… 
Jesus is Revealed as Our Perfect Substitute 
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The Order of Worship    Based on CW, p. 15, “The Common Service” 
 

The Opening Hymn       #243      ”Oh, Worship the King” 
 

 
 
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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P:   Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 
   

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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The Prayer of the Day    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

P:  Let us pray.     
ALL:  Almighty God, You gave Your one and only Son to be the Light of the 

world. Motivate me to let my life shine with the brilliance of Christ's glory!  
Allow Your Word and sacraments to build up my trust and faith in Jesus, 
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so that I may be a missionary, and that He may be known, worshiped, and 
believed all over the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with You 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

The  First Scripture Lesson        Isaiah 42:1-7 
Isaiah prophecies about the future Savior who’s ministry we see humbly yet 
majestically begin with His baptism. 
 

1 Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

    and my reward is with my God.” 
5 And now the LORD says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

    and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 

    and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
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7 This is what the LORD says— 

    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— 

to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, 

    to the servant of rulers: 

“Kings will see you and stand up, 

    princes will see and bow down, 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

The Psalm       Psalm 2     Let’s sing the Psalm responsively. 
 

 

 
 
 

P:  Why do the nations conspire* 
C:  and the peoples plot in vain? 
 
P:  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
  gather together against the LORD* 
C:  and against his Anointed One. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
P:  The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 
C:  the Lord scoffs at them. 
 
P:  Then he rebukes them in his anger 
  and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 
C:  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
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P:  I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 
C:  He said to me, “You are my Son; 
  today I have become your Father.” 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
REFRAIN 

 
The Second Scripture Lesson       Acts 16:25-34 
We’re reminded that there is inappropriate time to give thanks and praise to God for 
all the blessings given to us, no matter the immediate circumstance. 
 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 

the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent 

earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison 

doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when 

he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself 

because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm 

yourself! We are all here!” 
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and 

Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 

your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the 

others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their  
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wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer 

brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy 

because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 
 
The Nicene Creed     
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn     #82     “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”    Found on p. 15 
 
The Sermon     Mark 1:9-11 
 

FOCUS ON THESE BAPTISM CREDITS. 
I. Jesus was anointed. 

II. A HUGE endorsement is given. 
 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 

open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
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Sermon Response   All sing! 
 

 
 
 

The Offering  
 
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  
Thanks for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 

Malachi 3:10   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
 
Prayer of the Church & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



11 
 

The Blessing   
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

  
 
Closing Hymn     #333     “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 
 

 

 

 
 
 

6)  Abide, O faithful Savior,  Among us with your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us  To reach our home above. 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Joel Wiedeman & Kathy Wiedeman  

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau 

 Serving This Week: Serving Next Week: 

Elder:  John Kouba Joel Wiedeman 

Greeters:    

Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson  

Technology:    Katrina Moyer Sam Myers & Ashlee Plisek  

 

 

 

Worshiping the Lord Last Weekend 
Saturday 6:30 PM - 49; Sunday 9:00 AM - 64;  Special 6:00 PM - 19 

Total = 134 

 
 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church   
                  basement…materials provided) 

6:00 PM Special Communion Service  (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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SOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1)  Jenni Nichols has been admitted to the Heritage of BelAir Nursing Home (1203 N. 
13th St.) for some extra care on December 21. Once admitted, she’s been on 
quarantine.  Might we send some cards and notes her way?!  It’s been tough. 

 

2)  Women’s Bible Study Schedule:   Will restart meeting on Monday, January 11. 
Questions?  Call Miss Lindemann - (920) 663-1892. 

 

3)  The special Sunday evening Communion “services” will continue for the 
foreseeable future.  That means that a short gathering (15 minutes) with Communion 
will be held on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month (Communion Sundays) starting at 
6:00 PM. Masks are worn at all times. 

 

4)  Our Annual Congregational Meeting  is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26, 6:00 
PM.  Any and all members are welcome to attend to hear and share information at 
this meeting.  When it’s time for any final decisions to be made, the voters of the 
congregation will take up that responsibility. 

 

5)  Preschool Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school year! You can access 
the application by going to our website and clicking on "Enroll today for PreK" then 
following the directions on that page. If you have any questions, please speak to Mr. 
Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen. 

 

6)  Flowers on the Altar are in honor of Richard Huber’s birthday, given by his 
family. Cindy Jo is Richard’s wife and a relatively “new” member here at St. Paul’s in 
the last year.  She’s snow-birding in Texas. Richard went home to heaven this past 
July. 

 

7)  Annual Report Articles are due!!  Each St. Paul’s Group is asked to submit an 
article for the Annual Report.  Please get them turned in to Jeanette.  You can email 
them to stpls.office@gmail.com  or drop them off at the School Office.   

 

8)  The January/new editions of Forward In Christ are by the Communication Center. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NELHS Update – January 2021 
 

Matthew 2:1, 2 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 
  

Happy Epiphany! Christmas for the gentiles as it is sometimes known. Christ came to save all 
people. What a blessing Christian education is for all of our churches. Sharing Jesus through 

mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
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Sunday school, Bible classes, confirmation classes, Lutheran elementary schools, and your 
area Lutheran high school, Nebraska Lutheran is truly a blessing - a blessing to our students, 
but also a blessing to our churches. We don’t know when anyone’s last day upon the earth will 
be - let’s use as many ways as possible to both train our members (including our children) to 
grow in faith and to learn to share the good news of Christ-crucified so none are lost.  
 

Here are a few of the items from your school, Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School. If 
you are not signed up to receive monthly newsletters or timely emails, let us know you’d like to 
be added! (admin@nelhs.org)  

 Student: We had two new students transfer to NELHS after Semester break. Our 
enrollment is 56 (with freshman class of 17 being our largest).  

 Niche.com named Nebraska Lutheran #1 Best Christian High School in Nebraska for 
2020 and 2021. We give God all the honor and praise for this.  

 NELHS Investor Program: Check out www.nelhs.org/investor for information. We are 
asking our NELHS family to offer a prayer a day for NELHS and offer $1 a day for our 
current and future students. (signing up for automatic donations of $30/month or more).  

 Other support avenues: This is Our School, Fill the Bins, Other properties donations 
(stocks, etc.), Meal Program, Amazon Smile, and SCRIP - www.shopwithscrip.com and 
use the enrollment code 416153A257993 

 International Student Hosting Needed During Breaks: we have six students who need 
housing at Spring Break and Easter. If you can help, please contact one of our tutors.  

 Spring Break - Feb 27 (Sat after tournament) - Mar 7 (4pm) 
 Easter Break - March 31 (after class) -  Apr 5 (4pm)  

 Teacher Info: We thank Jesus for successful surgeries lately for Bryan Walkley (gall 
bladder) and Skip Bremer (knee). Congratulations to Tutor Rylee Weisensel who 
became Rylee Quandt over Christmas break. And congratulations to Tutors Adrianna 
Sayles and Bryan Walkley on your engagement!  

 

Let families know we are happy to come visit with them to talk about NELHS as a possibility for 
their students.  
 

Upcoming Dates:  
 January 31, 2021: Congregational 2021 Statement of Intent & Delegate updates due 
 Feb 12, 2021: Grandparents’ Day 
 Feb 26-27, 2021: LES BB Tourney at NELHS 
 March 7, 2021: NELHS Association Meeting, 4pm 
 March 21, 2021: Easter Concert 4pm 
 April 17, 2021: Knight Out Gala in Beatrice. 

 

In Christ,   Skip Bremer, School Administrator 
 

mailto:admin@nelhs.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001o-yneA9jseoYtcQNMmtq0e1al2XMFEUE6MiIJtMS7AObqr6HUFVUrs8n9xICRxSlPscpX40ghS8kzl8CFnU4mWrhz_fxU3FhcLPB28yW_V-TV-d2kttVnrjSbtC2Wq0qSC2hvWsEEzQ7m0fehKo1JA==&c=UWlsdQnk2W1ki1MfRgCtwIp4s9mtqonuoorPF5JWnkOwlFTGvaf4Og==&ch=9igDV5ilo0kWvkPGvPgUR0r3Whyajv0iMO_n3j2kbfho_z8llwVRBA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001o-yneA9jseoYtcQNMmtq0e1al2XMFEUE6MiIJtMS7AObqr6HUFVUrgShrBi_AgWm3Iuh2ntuh4wR6kP_BquipPnkwOe4X6KHbPs-s2bLug4mTFL4-fvGTrrE2MA7_q5WfbvKESM-ArSEVRGQE_76CQ==&c=UWlsdQnk2W1ki1MfRgCtwIp4s9mtqonuoorPF5JWnkOwlFTGvaf4Og==&ch=9igDV5ilo0kWvkPGvPgUR0r3Whyajv0iMO_n3j2kbfho_z8llwVRBA==
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#82     “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”     
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 1/10 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

 
Monday, 1/11 = Women’s Bible Class, 6:30 PM 
 
Wednesday, 1/13 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

     Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
     Public School Confirmation Class, 2:15 PM 

 
Saturday, 1/16 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM     Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 

 
Sunday, 1/17 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM 

 
 
 

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
 

Jan. 10 & Jan. 17 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter)  

Jan. 24 & Jan. 31 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger, 
Shannon Spreeman, Rick & Diane Ellenberger) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

 Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
 (402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
 pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

 Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:   www.stpls.com 
 School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:   www.wels.net 
 stpls.office@gmail.com 
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