
Saturday & Sunday, October 17 & 18, 2020 

Worker Training Sunday 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s  

Lutheran Church 
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 

 
Office & Website: 

(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com   
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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 

 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church  
      basement…materials provided) 
                        6:30 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                                   own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father, I come to Your house intending to focus on You. Please help me 

worship You with a focused attention and heart. You know how my mind wanders to 

my upcoming week, present worries, and thoughts of others and other things. Help 

me put those thoughts away and focus on You and Your glory. Would Your Spirit 

cause my heart, mind, and actions to worship your Holy Name in my singing and 

speaking, and my attention to Your Word.  Bless me as You have promised.  Amen. 

 
Future leaders in the church just don’t grow on trees.  They’re taught and 

nurtured and influenced just like any kind of leader.  Moms and dads, grandpas 
and grandmas, congregation members, let’s remember that our younger 

generations are the future leaders of our congregation and the future pastors 
and teachers in our church body! 

 
OPENING HYMN    #426   “Yours Forever, God of Love” 
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WORSHIP GREETING & DIALOGUE   
 

P: To all of our members and guests here this evening/morning, I ask and pray that the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you as we worship!  

C:  We too ask that the Lord bless you as we worship together! 

 
P: Every time we come into God’s house and God’s presence, we remember that He 

is glorious beyond our imagination and holy in all He is and does. 

C: He requires that same holiness of us through perfect obedience to His law.   

  
P: Since we cannot do everything God demands, we stand before Him in shameful 

silence, conscious of our failure to live according to His will which He reveals 
through His holy Word. Through that Word we become aware of our disobedience, 
and because of that we deserve eternal punishment in hell. 

C: All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory and holiness God demands. 

 
P:  But now a righteousness from God, apart from perfectly obeying His law, has been 

revealed to us.  God’s righteousness is given to us through faith in Jesus. 

 C:  Through Jesus’ holy life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection, our sins 

and disobedience are removed and forgiven by Jesus!  He made the payment 

for all sin. 

 

 P: So let us now joyfully and confidently worship our Savior God, knowing that our 
sins are forgiven through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ! 

C: Let us praise His name forever, for His amazing kindness and faithfulness! 
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GLORY TO GOD!!        Sung to melody of CW #5   
 

 

 

 

 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT & PRAISE 
 

P:  Praise be to our God and the Father of our Savior, Jesus Christ!  In His great 
mercy, He has given us a new birth into living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 

C:  Psalm 103, verse one - “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, 

praise His holy name.  Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 

benefits.” 
 
P:  In our hearts and minds, let us set apart Jesus as our only Lord and Master, even 

though we have many concerns, responsibilities, and pleasures that compete for 
this attention. 

C:  As the virgin Mary said in Luke chapter one, verse forty-six - “My soul 

glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 
 
P:  First Peter chapter three, verse fifteen - “Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

C:  Psalm thirty-four, verse one - “I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise 

will always be on my lips.” 
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P:  Colossians chapter three, verse sixteen - “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” 

C:  Psalm eighty-nine, verse one - “I will sing of the love of the Lord forever; with 

my mouth I will make His faithfulness known through all generations.” 
 

PRAISE CHOIR     “I Will sing Unto the Lord” 
 

THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON      Isaiah 55:1-11 
Throughout the Bible heaven is often referred to as a “banquet.”  All people, who are all 
sinners, are invited to this “banquet” and reach this banquet the same way – through the 
faithful sharing of the Gospel. 
 

1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;  

 and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  

 Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  

 Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  

 and you will delight in the richest of  fare. 
3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. 

 I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 
4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will 

 come running to you, because of the LORD your God, 

     the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

 Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for 

 he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 

 declares the LORD. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 

 watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 

 sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, 

 but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
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RESPONSE      #289, vs 1   “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON        Romans 1:8-17 
The role of the Christian church, which is made up of individual Christians, is to plant 
and grow the seed of the Gospel in both “Greeks” and “non-Greeks,” all nationalities!  
 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 

being reported all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the 

gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all 

times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come 

to you. 
11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you 

strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I 

do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to come 

to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a 

harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. 
14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the 

foolish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 

salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the 

gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first 

to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
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RESPONSE      #289, vs 2   “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 
 

 
              2  Pre – serve  your Word  and  preach  – ing,   The   truth  that  makes  us 
 

 
             Whole,     The     mir  –  ror    of    your     glo   –    ry,   The  pow’r  that 
 

 
            saves   the      soul.       Oh,     may   this     liv  – ing       wa   –   ter,   This 
 

 
             Spring   of     heav’n – ly      grace,         Sus   –  tain      us    while    here 
 

 
             Liv   –   ing     Un   -  til    we     see                             your        face 

 

THE PUBLIC CONFESSION OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH    
 

Pastor:  In a world that has difficulty believing in the one true God taught about in the 

Bible, but is so ready to believe that our universe happened by some accident or 

blind chance, what do you believe? 

Cong.:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  I 

believe I was created by and am provided for by my gracious God who is 

revealed in the Bible. 

 
P:  In a society often teaching that Jesus was just a great human teacher, a wise 

prophet, and a good example, what do you believe makes Jesus so important? 

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 

rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He shall come to judge the 

living and the dead.  I believe God the son, Jesus, redeemed me from my sin 

through His holy life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection. 
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P:  Those who refuse to trust the Lord for eternal salvation are without hope.  What do 

you believe gives you hope both now in this life and for eternity? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of 

Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.  I believe the Holy Spirit created and strengthens my 

saving faith which gives me the certain hope of my eternal life in heaven.  I 

believe my Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has accomplished 

everything for my salvation! 
 

SERMON HYMN        #546   “Lord Jesus, You Have Come” 
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THE SERMON MEDITATION          Matthew 9:35-38  
 

HAVE A HEART FOR THE HARVEST 
 

 35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 

sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
 

MEDITATION RESPONSE           #272    “Create in Me” 
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OUR THANK-OFFERINGS ARE GATHERED AT THE BACK OF CHURCH 

 

OUR PRAYERS 
 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer and Savior of all, we give You thanks for many 
blessings.  You have freed us from guilt and from Satan’s power.  You have 
created us to love and serve You with all that we have.  You have commanded us 
to share Your gospel with faithfulness and joy. 

C:  Praise be to You, O Lord. 
 
P:  Help us to always see the world’s need of hearing the same message of salvation 

You have so graciously given to us and our families.  Free us from Satan’s 
deception that we can’t help those who haven’t yet heard of Your forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ.  Instill in us the reality of Your words - “…he who does not 
believe shall be damned.” 

C:  Remove all of our selfish, lazy, and wrong ideas of Your will, O Lord. 
 
P:  By the power of the Holy Spirit, who works through Your Word and sacraments, 

strengthen us every day with the reminder that You are the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, and that no one comes to the Father except through You.  Lead us and use 
us to show others the only way to salvation. 

C:  O Lord, give us stronger faith to know and follow Your will even more as we 

live our lives. 
 

P:  Give us the strength and courage to live our lives so that people we know will look 
to us for spiritual wisdom, and come to us with questions about their eternal lives. 

C:  Give us opportunities to be Your witnesses.  Give us courage to seize these 

opportunities, and give us Your blessings so that our witness may bring 

comfort, peace, and joy to searching hearts. 
 

P:  Remind us of the blessings and responsibilities we have here at St. Paul’s to be 
part of a bigger church family we call the Wisconsin Synod, which through our 
offerings allows us to work together in bringing the Gospel throughout the world. 

C:  Thank You for the blessings we have through our church body, one of which 

includes the faithful training of our pastors and teachers.  Continue to direct 

the efforts of all our church’s high-schools, colleges and seminary to be 

used in this all-important effort. 
 

P:  Pour out an extra amount of Your grace on all those who are being Your witnesses 
throughout the world, and use this congregation as we work together to grow in 
and share the Gospel. 
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C:  O Lord, use me - my talents, my time, and my finances - as tools to be used 

in our Gospel work here in the Norfolk area, in our Nebraska District, and 

throughout our Wisconsin Synod. 
 

P:  In all we do and say, keep us always firmly grounded in Your holy Word.  Help us 
to find our methods and motives for this important work from there, and there 
alone. 

C:  Let Your love for sinners be our motivation.  Let Your love for us encourage 

us with the goal of joining with all other saints in heaven for eternity.  Hear 

us as we pray these things, as well as the prayer You have taught us to 

pray...Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 

The word “communion” comes from the two words… “common – union.”  This word points out a united 

confession of faith for those receiving the supper and the important command Jesus gives us to share this 

special meal only with those who share a complete Christian faith.  We prepare our hearts by confessing 

our sins and trusting that this sacrament is indeed one of the Means of Grace which forgives sins and 

creates and strengthens saving faith.  The Bible also very clearly teaches that in a completely miraculous 

way we also eat and drink Jesus’ very same body and blood as we eat and drink the bread and wine. 

 
P:  What blessing is given us in the Lord’s Supper? 

C:  The forgiveness of sins is given in the Lord’s Supper. 
 
P:  How do we know this? 

C:  That is shown us by the words Jesus’ spoke in Matthew chapter twenty-six, 

verse twenty-eight, “. . . for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
P:  How did Jesus win forgiveness for our sins? 

C:  He lived a sinless, perfect life as our substitute, He suffered and died on the 

cross to pay for our sins, and then He rose triumphantly on Easter Sunday. 
 
P:  What do you believe you eat and drink when you receive the sacrament of Holy 

Communion? 

C:  I believe that I am eating the very body and blood of my Savior Jesus along 

with the bread and the wine. 
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P:  How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 

C:  I will daily thank and praise Him for His love to me.  With His help, I will fight 

temptation, do my best to correct whatever sins I have done, and serve Him 

and those around me with love and good works. 

 

JESUS’ COMMANDS THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,  

C:  “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 
 
P:  Then Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  

C:  “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”   May the peace of the Lord’s grace and mercy always be 

with us! 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION   

 

RESPONSE TO THE SACRAMENT       #316      “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
 

 

 

 

 
THE BLESSING 
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THE CLOSING HYMN      #542     “Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give” 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch & Pastor Mark Luetzow 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Gary Lingenfelter & Walt Tinius 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Dave Nelson Miles Spreeman 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse 

Technology:    Levi Uecker & Valen Searight Josephine Moyer 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 91; Sun. 9:00 AM – 67;  Total = 158 

Sunday Bible Class –  23; Wednesday Bible Class – 18 

 

Announcements 
 

1)  We welcome and thank Pastor Mark Luetzow as our guest preacher this weekend.  

Pastor Luetzow is the President of Michigan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw, 
Michigan, which is one of two preparatory high-schools that our Synod operates in 
the big picture of encouraging and preparing young Christians to be future pastors 
and teachers (the other prep-school is Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI). 
He is here to encourage, remind and inform us of some of the work being done for 
this important work for the future of our church! 

 

2)  Due to extenuating COVID circumstances, the regular joint Area Reformation 

Service is being cancelled this year.  As a congregation, we’ll be doing our 
Reformation focus on the weekend of October 31/November 1. 

 

3)  Our Annual “Trunk or Treat” is still scheduled (but scaled down) to be held 

next Sunday, October 25th from 4:00-5:30 PM. This is a joint church/school event 
that is a fun way to create awareness of our ministry within the community! A sign-up 
computer/table will be available in the coming weeks to volunteer to decorate your 
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trunk or various other positions.  Alternatively, you can also visit the Trunk or Treat 
page at www.stpls.com. If you need help with the computer, ask Mr. Brown or Mr. 
Markgraf for help. If you are unable to do this, another great way to help would be to 
donate candy to support the other trunks in the event.  Thousands of people cross 
paths with us at this event and we want to give our best impression to lead hearts to 
the Gospel! Thanks for your support! 

 

4)  NELHS  ONLINE Fall Auction:  November 1–28        We’ll be hosting our annual 
Fall Auction a bit differently this year due to Covid and will be hosting the event 
all online. Bidding for the event will start November 1 and continue through 
November 28. There will still be many AWESOME items to bid on. Please keep an 
eye on our website for more information and how you can help support the Christian 
education that Nebraska Lutheran has been providing for 41 years. Please contact 
Mandy at mwellman@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236 with any questions or concerns.  
All Items will be online…easy access to all Items…easy pick up…help Support 
NELHS…in-person or over-the-phone-help with bidding registration. All proceeds will 
go to new cafeteria tables and equipment. 

 

5)  The next congregational/voters’ meeting is scheduled for next Sunday, October 
25, starting about 10:15 AM in the church basement.  The effort is being made to 
make this congregational meeting opportunity as conducive as possible for all 
members to attend and participate with information being shared.  If/when it comes 
time for some final decisions, the voting members will take up that responsibility. 

 

6)  November Meeting Change:     The trustees, Board of Ed and Elders usually meet 
on the first Tuesday evening of the month, but in November the boards are meeting 
on the 2nd Tuesday, November 10, 6:00 PM.  The Executive council will still meet on 
Tuesday, November 17, 6:00 PM (the 3rd Tuesday). 

 

7)  Flowers on the altar this weekend are there from the occasion of Ron & Sherry 
Kraemer’s 49th wedding anniversary (10/9)!  Congrats and blessings!!  Thanks for 
sharing with the rest of us!! 

 

8)  Pastry Puffin Fundraiser          Once again, the school children are taking orders 
for Wyhe’s Choice Pastry Puffins as part of our annual fundraiser.  Contact the 
student of your choice, or call the office (371-1233) & place your order.  We ask that 
all orders be paid in advance.  If you prefer to order online, you can have the student 
of your choice email you a link that you can use to order & pay online.  Thanks for 
supporting our St. Paul’s Lutheran Elementary School!  

 

 

http://www.stpls.com/
mailto:mwellman@nelhs.org
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 10/18 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Presentation on Michigan Lutheran Seminary, 10:15 AM 
COVID Service w/Holy Communion, 6:30 PM 

        

Tuesday, 10/20 = Executive Council, 6:00 PM 
 

Tues./Wed. = Pastors’ Conference at Seward, NE  
 

Wednesday, 10/21 = Worship Service on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
NO Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
NO Public School Catechism class today!! 

 

Saturday, 10/24 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM      Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer  
 

Sunday, 10/25 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Voters’ Meeting, 10:15 AM 
Fellowship Group, 6:00 PM 

Hosts & Hostess:  Pastor & Carol Schliewe; John & Jan Uecker 
Trunk or Treat, 4:00-5:30 PM 

    
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Oct. 18 & Oct. 25 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter) 

Nov. 1 & Nov. 8 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger, 
Shannon Spreeman) 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch    Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268     (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com

