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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:    9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
      basement…materials provided) 
                        6:30 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
     Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                                own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

IT’S GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR LORD!  In our service we’ll be 

doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through our words and songs, 

confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and grace, and then also 

using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.   
 

We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who 

already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach 

out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus 

has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith! 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated in our service today for the blessings of forgiveness 

of sins and strengthening of faith, which we receive in Jesus’ true body and blood 

miraculously joined to the bread and wine. 
 

In order to preserve our spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and protect against 

anyone’s spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), our congregation and synod follow 

the historic Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of St. Paul’s 

and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod are invited to 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us.  Visitors are asked to speak with Pastor Hirsch 

before the service if you wish to commune.  May the Lord bless our worship!  
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Today’s Service Theme:   
It doesn’t sound right at first, but thankfully, God isn’t fair with us!  
He doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve, but rather gives us what 

we don’t deserve, His grace and forgiveness! 
 

 
Based on “Service of Word & Sacrament”  (CW p. 26) 

 
Opening Hymn        #376     “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness“ 
 

 

 

 
 

The Order of Worship     
 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
ALL:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  We trust and take comfort in the peace of this forgiveness.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  --  LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 

 
P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

   
 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 
prayer, O Christ. 

 

  
 
P:  For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in 

Your tender care: 
 

   
 
P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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The Prayer of the Day        Spoken by Pastor Schliewe. 
 

Lord God almighty, You call us to work in Your church and You command us to leave 
no one standing idle. Help us to organize our lives by Your wisdom and to serve You in 
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
The First Scripture Lesson          Philippians 1:18b-27 

Literally while in prison, St. Paul speaks of the joyful tension in which a Christian lives. 
On the one hand, we long to be with Christ in heaven. On the other hand, we are happy 
to serve Christ on earth. 
 

19 I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and 

hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 
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always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to 

live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 

fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the 

two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more 

necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so 

that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on 

account of me. 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will 

know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the 

gospel  
 
The Gals’ Choir      “Beautiful Savior” 
 
The Second Scripture Lesson        Matthew 20:1-16 
No matter at what time in life the Lord brings a sinner to faith, he has the assurance of 
being saved by the grace of God.  The “pay” for each believer is the same - eternal life! 
 

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent 

them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and 

I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 

thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. 

He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 

workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to 

the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 

denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 

But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 

grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ 

they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work 

and the heat of the day.’ 
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13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you 

agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 

hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my 

own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 
 
Hymn:       #406    “This is the Threefold Truth”     
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The Sermon             Isaiah 55:6-9   
 

God Thinks Different 
I. In the way he calls us out on our sin 
II. In the way he cleanses us from sin 

  
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Our Thank-Offering  
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response for ALL He 
has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather our thank-offerings which 
are used to fund the operations of this congregation, our Christian high school – 
Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School, and the work of our Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors and guests to give 
toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with us!  But if you would 
like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege as Christians to generously give 
to the work of our Lord!  Scan the QR code to give digitally, or offering plates are at the rear of church. 

 

Prayers   
 
The Sacrament     
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 

P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered 
his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth.  To Him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever. 
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Words of Institution   

 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God   
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The Distribution   
 

For the distribution, please follow the direction of the ushers to file forward single 
file.  If you’re sitting together as a family unit or couple in the pew, come forward in 

that single file, but feel free to join together as that same family unit or couple to 
receive the bread and then the wine together. 

 

Response to the Sacrament       #316      “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
 

 

 

 
 

Closing Prayer   
 

Lord God, through Your mercy, I have another day of grace today, and  I’m also 

blessed to be with my faithful brothers and sisters here in Your house, to be 



13 

strengthened in my faith, and to give You my thanks and praise.  Use the Gospel, 

which I have heard in Your Word and received in Your holy supper, to grow in me and 

produce selfless service for You and the people around me.  Strengthen me so that I 

serve You with all I say and do this week.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

The Blessing   
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
Closing Hymn      “And They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love”     HOTW 
 

FOUND ON THE NEXT PAGE…P. 14!! 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 78; Sun. 9:00 AM – 134;  Total = 212 

Sunday Bible Class –  33; Wednesday Bible Class – 19 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Oct. 4 & Oct. 11 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  

Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba, Gordy & Jane Winter) 
Oct. 18 & Oct. 25 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter) 

 



14 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 

Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Gary Lingenfelter & Walt Tinius 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson  

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  John Kouba Joel Wiedeman 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 

Technology:    Colton Price Katy Nichols 

 

 

Some Announcements  
 

1)  Sunday Morning Bible Class – Today (Sunday) we’ll restart our review of “Key 
Chapters of the Bible,” spending a couple of weeks on “The Flood,” Genesis 6-9.  

 

2)  On the weekend of October 17/18, Pastor Mark Luetzow will be our guest 
preacher/presenter.  Pastor Luetzow is the President of Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary in Saginaw, Michigan, which is one of two preparatory high-schools that 
our Synod operates in the big picture of encouraging and preparing young Christians 
to be future pastors and teachers (the other prep-school is Luther Preparatory 
School in Watertown, WI). He’ll be here to encourage and remind and inform us of 
some of the work being done for this important work for the future of our church! 

 

3)  LAST SUNDAY’S GOLD OUTING:  There were 74 golfers from all 5 of our local 
congregations. A total of $10,500 was raised between the schools, from which 
$2,974 is coming to St. Paul’s!!  A big THANKS goes out to Miss Joanna Smith, from 
Trinity Hoskins, for organizing, and to so many other helpers and volunteers from all 
the area churches!! We are thankful the Lord blessed us with a day of awesome 
weather, good golf, and great fellowship!  

 

4)  Our next Blood Drive here at St. Paul’s will be held Monday, October 5 (12:00–6:00 
PM) at church. 

 

5)  The Fellowship Group is planning to meet next for our first fall meeting for Sunday, 
Oct. 25.  More information will be coming shortly.  
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6)  Due to extenuating COVID circumstances, the regular joint Area Reformation 
Service is being cancelled this year.  As a congregation, we’ll be doing our 
Reformation focus on the weekend of October 31/November 1. 

 

7)  TODAY…Sunday, October 4 is the date for a double-header down at NELHS.  At 
4:00 PM the Fall Concert will be held, then an Association Meeting will be held 
following that at 5:00 PM. 

 

8)  Our Annual “Trunk or Treat” is scheduled to be held on the afternoon of 
Sunday, October 25th.  This is a joint church / school event that is a fun way to 
create awareness of our ministry within the community!  Mark your calendars and 
stay tuned for more info on how you can help and participate!   

 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 10/4 = Worship Service w/Communion, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
COVID Worship Service, 6:30 PM 

  

Monday, 10/5 = Blood Drive,12:00 - 6:00 PM @ church 
 

Tuesday, 10/6 = Board  Meetings, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, 10/7 = School Chapel, 8:30 AM 
Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
NOON School Dismissal 
Public School Youth Confirmation Class, 2:30 PM 

 

Saturday, 10/10 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM       Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl  
 

Sunday, 10/11 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

 

Monday, 10/12 = NO School (Teacher’s Conference) 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 

(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 

pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 

School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 

stpls.office@gmail.com 
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