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We welcome all worshiping God in this service!  
 

We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, 
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms and a cry-room are 
located across from the west drive-up entrance. 
 

It’s a joy to serve and worship with you.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to talk to Pastor Hirsch. 
 
We believe that the Bible teaches sinners the one and only way to reach eternal 
life in heaven, through the gracious work of our Triune God, that God the Father 
gives and sustains our earthly lives so that we can hear and learn about Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, who lived a holy life, died an innocent death and rose 
victoriously from His grace, and that the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens a 
person’s saving faith through the power of the Gospel! 
 

Before the Lord’s Supper… 
Scripture tells us that we are to examine and prepare ourselves before we receive 
this sacrament so that we don’t take it in an “unworthy manner” (I Corinthians 
11:27-29).  This means that we understand what is happening in communion, 
repent of all our sins, and then work on eliminating all those sins from our lives.  
For help in this self-examination and preparation, please turn to p. 156 in the front 
section of the hymnal! 
 

Because we do not want anyone to receive this sacrament in an “unworthy 
manner,” we ask that all those who are not members of our congregation, or of 
the WELS, to please wait to receive the Lord’s Supper until after you speak with 
one of the pastors and share your understanding of the Lord’s Supper with him.  
Thanks for your patience and understanding!! 

 
 

A Personal Prayer before Worship: 
 

Gracious Lord, may the thoughts of my heart be pure and focused on Your 
salvation as I am a guest here in Your house.  May the words of my mouth be 
sincere as I sing Your praises.  May the actions of my life follow Your will and 
commands, flowing from a heart filled with repentance and love for You and all 
those around me.  Bless our worship service, and guard and direct me all this 
week as I live my life for You.  Amen. 
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Hymn        #379, vss 1&2     “Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound”   
 

The Order of Worship     
 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to 
forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  --  LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 
 

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

  
 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 
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P:  For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

   
 

P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep 
us in Your tender care: 

 

   
 
 
 
 

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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The Prayer of the Day        
 

Almighty and all-merciful Father, please look favorably on us Your humble 
servants, and stretch out the right hand of Your power, and defend us against all 
our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
     

The Old Testament Lesson         Isaiah 42:14-21 
In very blunt words and honesty, the Lord scolds Israel for its spiritual blindness. But 
grace is also promised. The Lord's Servant will come to lead the blind and turn 
darkness into light. 
 

14 “For a long time I have kept silent,  
I have been quiet and held myself back.  
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But now, like a woman in childbirth,  
I cry out, I gasp and pant.  

15 I will lay waste the mountains and hills  
and dry up all their vegetation;  

I will turn rivers into islands  
and dry up the pools.  

16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,  
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;  

I will turn the darkness into light before them  
and make the rough places smooth.  

These are the things I will do;  
I will not forsake them.  

17 But those who trust in idols,  
who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’  
will be turned back in utter shame.  

18 “Hear, you deaf;  
look, you blind, and see!  

19 Who is blind but my servant,  
and deaf like the messenger I send?  

Who is blind like the one committed to me,  
blind like the servant of the LORD?  

20 You have seen many things, but have paid no attention;  
your ears are open, but you hear nothing.”  

21 It pleased the LORD  
for the sake of his righteousness  
to make his law great and glorious.  

 
The Psalm         Psalm 143  
 

P:  1 O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;  
C:  in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.  
 
P:  2 Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before 

you.  
C:  3 The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground; he makes me 

dwell in darkness like those long dead.  
 
P:  4 So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed.  
C: 5 I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works and 

consider what your hands have done.  
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P:  6 I spread out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
C:  7 Answer me quickly, O LORD; my spirit fails.  
 

P:  Do not hide your face from me or I will be like those who go down to the pit.  
C:  8 Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my 

trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.  
 

P:  9 Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, for I hide myself in you.  
C:  10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead 

me on level ground.  
 

P:  11 For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life;  
C:  in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.  
 

ALL:    12 In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; destroy all my foes, for I 
am your servant.     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The Epistle Lesson:       Ephesians 5:8-14 
Paul uses the comparison of “darkness” to describe the sinful condition all people 
find themselves, before the grace of faith was given to them. The grace of God 
changes people from children of darkness into children of light.  
 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness 
and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the 
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to 
mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:  

“Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

The Verse of the Day    Spoken by Pastor Lindke.       John 3:14,15 
 

 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

The Gospel Lesson      John 9:1-7 
 

This serves as our sermon text! 
 

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
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3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 
that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do 
the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.”  

6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word 
means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.  

 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 
 

Hymn:         #380      “Lord, ‘Tis Not that I Did Choose You” 
 

The Sermon Meditation:              John 9:1-7 
 

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS IS WELL-LIT 
 

Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering 
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response 
for ALL He has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we now 
gather our thank-offerings which are used to fund the operations of 
this congregation, our Christian high school – Nebraska Evangelical 
Lutheran High School, and the work of our Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors and guests to 
give toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with 
us!  But if you would like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and 
privilege as Christians to generously give to the work of our Lord! 

 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Sacrament   
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
   

 
 
 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
   
 
 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
   
 
 
 
 

P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing.  He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of His Christ.  To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

Scan this code              

to give a digital 

donation! 
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Words of Institution   
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Distribution & Hymn    #377   “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
 

Thank the Lord     
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P:   Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

   
 

The Blessing 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.   
Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
 

 
 

  Closing Hymn      #379, vss 3&4     “Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound”   
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Some pix from last week’s inaugural school Winter Carnival! 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Al Lindke 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Ron Kraemer & Tammy Mancini  

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer  

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Gary Bretschneider John Kouba 

Greeters: 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.  

 

Lent 6:30 p.m.  

 

Leonard & Kathy Janovec 

Mike & McKinzie Paulsen 

          & Benjamin  

Vera Miller & John  

 

Damon & Terri Weinrich 

Rosemary Bohn & Veryle Winter 

 

Rick & Carolyn Harmeier & 

Noah  

Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse 

Technology:    Kanyon Anderson Katy Nichols 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:   

Sat. 6:30 PM – 68; Sun. 9:00 AM – 112;  Total = 180 
Sunday Bible Class - 41             Wednesday Bible Class - 18 

Wednesday Lent Attendance - 116                     Worship Visitors - 11 

 

 
St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, March 7th & 8th   

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$349,898.00 $245,259.02 $257,588.09 $12,329.07 $5,972.50 $6,157.02 -$184.52 
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Announcements 
 

1)  SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING - A special voters’ meeting will be held following 
the Sunday Service this weekend, to discuss and decide on the proposal to call 
another full-time teacher who would do some teaching at school and also some 
hybrid “family ministry” connected with both church and school.  Any and all 
members of St. Paul’s are encouraged to attend, hear information, and share 
thoughts and ideas.   

 
2)  Wednesday Lent Service - Pastor Lindke will be here this week.  The 

Wednesday Lenten evening starts at 5:00 with a light supper served by the 7th & 
8th graders (sloppy Joes…they’re raising some $$ for their spring class-trip) down 
in the basement, with the service starting at 6:30.  Come and enjoy some 
fellowship with one another over some food and God’s Word!   

 
3)  Sunday AM Bible Class - There won’t be any Bible Class this morning (3/15) 

due to the special Voters’ Meeting.  We’ll pick up again next week continuing our 
review of Luther’s Small Catechism, reviewing the basic doctrines of the Bible 
that Luther felt all Christians should know.  The Small Catechism was written 
especially for fathers to teach their children those basic doctrines. 

  
4) Another Blood Drive will be held here at St. Paul’s, at the church, on Monday, 

March 23, from 12:00-6:00 PM.  Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org or talk to Gary 
Jackson or Carol Wachter.   

 
5)  St. Paul's is once again taking part in delivering "Meals on Wheels" to community 

shut-ins.  We will be delivering meals for three weeks starting March 16 - April 3.  
Any amount of time is appreciated. There is a sign-up sheet at the church 
Communication Center or call Kathy Janovec at (402)649-8944. Thank you so 
much for your willingness to help! 

 
6)  Piano/Instrumental Recital invitation for March 19th -- The music students of 

Mrs. Aaburg, Mrs. Pufahl, and Mr. Brown will be putting on a joint music recital to 
demonstrate their newfound musical abilities!  You are all invited to come and 
encourage our young students in their love of music!  The recital will be held on 
Thursday, March 19th at 6pm here in the church.  Students will perform piano 
and band instrument selections in solos or small groups.  Also on display that 
evening will be Science projects in the church entryway from students in grades 
3-8, several of which will be chosen to represent our school at the Science & Arts 
Fair at NELHS.  See you there! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


15 
 

 
7)  Art Show - During the month of March a number of art projects from our school’s 

K-8th graders will be displayed in an art show at the Norfolk Arts Center, 305 N. 
5th St.  Stop in and see some creative work!  It’s free! :) 

 
8)  Box Tops for Education - We just mailed in our labels; our school will be 

receiving over $180.00 this spring.  Please continue to clip and save Box Top 
labels from various products, or scan your receipt to the Box Top app.  Thank 
you for your support! 

 
9)  On Thursday & Friday, March 26&27 (1:30-3:30 PM) a Kindergarten Roundup 

is planned so that future kindergarteners, and/or potential kindergarteners, can 
meet one another, and do some Kindergarten things together!  Parents, if you’d 
like more information, or have questions about this roundup, or about St. Paul’s 
Kindergarten in general, please don’t hesitate to communicate with the primary 
Kindergarten resource, Mrs. Paulsen herself!  mckinziepaulsen@stpls.com – 
(920)285-9128. 

 
10)  The 6th Annual NELHS Knight Out fund-raising event will be held on Saturday, 

March 28 at the Vintage Venue (620 Court St.) in Beatrice.  Funds raised will 
support remodeling needs at NELHS.   The evening’s schedule is…5:00 PM - 
Welcome/Check-In/silent auction start…6:00 PM - catered meal by Colleen’s 
Catering…7:00 PM – entertainment…8:00 PM – live auction…fellowship time until 
10:00 PM.  For tickets got to - nelhs.schoolauction.net/knightout2020/ - or by 
mailing a check to NELHS.  The cost is $65/person.  RSVP by March 1.  
Questions??  Contact Sarah Stellick at sstellick@nelhs.org or (920)306-3575. 

 
11)  LWMS Rally - The Nebraska-Iowa Circuit of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

Society (LWMS) will be holding it’s Spring rally on Saturday, April 4 at St. John’s 
Lutheran School in Stanton (600 Nutmeg).  Pastor Kevin Stellick and his wife, 
Sarah, will be presenting information on their 20+ years of doing mission work in 
Asia.  Pastor Stellick is now the campus pastor at NELHS, our Christian high-
school in Waco.  Registration starts at 8:30 AM and will end with lunch at 12:30 
PM.  Child-care will be available.  Any and all gals, young and not as young, are 
invited to this extravaganza to learn about just some of the foreign mission 
efforts of our church-body, but to meet and enjoy some new Christian friends 
from our NE NE area! 

 
 
 

mailto:mckinziepaulsen@stpls.com
mailto:sstellick@nelhs.org
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 3/15 =  Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 9:00 AM 
Fellowship Coffee, 10:15 AM 

Hosts & Hostesses:  Pastor & Carol Schliewe; JoAnn Grebe 

Sunday School, 10:15 AM 

Special Voters’ Mtg., 10:30 AM 
 

Monday, 3/16 = Pictures Taken at School (Preschool) 
 

Tuesday, 3/17 = Pictures Taken at School (Preschool & K-8) 
 

Wednesday, 3/18 = All School Chapel, 8:30 AM 
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Lent Supper, 5:00 PM 
Lent Service, 6:30 PM    Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 
Adult Choir, 7:00 PM 

 

Saturday, 3/21 = Science & Art Fair (NELHS) 
Worship Service, 6:30 PM     Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer  

 

Sunday, 3/22 =  Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Sunday School, 10:15 AM 
NELHS Easter Concert, 4:00 PM 
Fellowship Group, 6:00 PM 

               Hosts & Hostesses:  Pastor & Carol Schliewe; JoAnn Grebe  

 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Mar. 15 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,  
Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter) 

Mar. 22 & Mar. 29 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec, Bill & Sue Ulrich) 
 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 
Pastor Paul Hirsch       Principal Mike Paulsen 
(402) 649-9268        (262) 490-4772 
pahirschki@gmail.com      mikepaulsen@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary     School Office:  (402) 371-1233 
St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com     stpls.office@gmail.com 

WELS Website:  www.wels.net 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
http://www.stpls.com/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
http://www.wels.net/

