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We welcome all worshiping God in this service!  

 

We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, 
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms are located in the 
narthex, across from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church.  A 
cry/changing room with a live-stream is also available in that same area.. 
 

 
St. Paul’s is a member of the WELS…the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.   

Just what is that?!?! 
 
Wisconsin – In 1849, a group of Christians first joined together for like-minded 
Gospel ministry in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area.  Today, although our name 
only says “Wisconsin,” WELS congregations exist in all fifty states and in more 
than 25 countries. 
 
Evangelical – This word simply means “good news.”  The “Good News” of God’s 
grace and forgiveness through Jesus is the heart of our faith and teaching. 
 
Lutheran – In 16th century Europe, the church had strayed away from the 
Scriptures, and was teaching that a person is saved by his/her good works.  A 
man by the name of Martin Luther worked to return to the basic Biblical truths 
that a person is saved by grace alone, through faith alone, which comes by 
Scripture alone.  Our congregation continues to build on these three Biblical 
truths. 
 
Synod – This word means “walking together.”  For over 150 years, St. Paul’s 
has been blessed as part of a church body, a synod, which consists of over 
1,200 congregations, “walking together” in the same faith and the same 
ministry of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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TODAY’S SERVICE THEME… 
We’re reminded of the principles, costs and rewards when a 
Christian lives a sanctified life, a life according to God’s will. 

 
Greeting, Introduction & Invocation 
 

Pastor:  We begin our worship in the name of our triune God. 

ALL:  We begin in the name of God the Father who creates and preserves my 

life, in the name of God the Son who has redeemed me from my sins, and 

in the name of God the Holy Spirit who creates and strengthens my faith. 
 

P:  O Lord, open my lips, 

ALL:  So that I share Your praise and glory with those around me. 
 

P:  Give glory to God, who loves us with an everlasting love. 

ALL:  Let us worship Him through the words we speak and the songs we 

sing! 
 

P:  Give glory to God, who gives salvation through His Son! 

ALL:  Let us worship our Savior throughout the week as we live our lives at 

work and at home.  May the light of salvation shine through us in all we 

say and do, as we visit and interact with the people around us! 
 

P:  We are gathered to worship the God who made us and who loves us, the God 

who forgives us through Jesus, and who feeds our faith through the Gospel.   

ALL:  We are here to worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are here to 

grow in our faith as we hear His Word, so that we can better live God’s will 

in our lives!   
 

P:  Let us pray. 

ALL:   Dear Lord God, You have prepared incredible blessings for all who 

love You and remain faithful to Your commands. Motivate me to be more 

faithful in using Your Gospel in Word and sacrament so that my faith 

grows stronger and I receive all the blessings You have promised now in 

my life and for eternity; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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Hymn      #233    “All People that on Earth Do Dwell” 
 

 
 
 
We Confess Our Sins           Please stand! 
 
P:  Dear friends in Christ, confession has two parts.  The first part is that we confess 

our sins and ask God for forgiveness; the second part is that we confidently 

receive His forgiveness. This forgiveness comes to us in different ways . . . as I 

read God’s Word and His promises on my own, through the assurance of another 

Christian, and it also happens through the pastor in this service.  Satan and our 

sinful natures want us to deny the reality and existence of our own sinfulness.  

Therefore, our Lord gave us His Law to be used as a mirror so we see our sins 

and our need for a Savior. 

ALL:  Using the mirror of God’s Law, I examine myself by asking…how well 

have I carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single 

person, as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a teacher or 
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student.  Have I loved God with all my heart, gladly heard His Word, and 

patiently endured troubles?  Have I been disobedient, proud or 

unforgiving?  Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or quarrelsome?  Have I 

lied or deceived and taken something not mine?  Have I abused my mind 

and body with lustful thoughts and actions? Have I failed to defend 

someone else’s reputation in his or her absence? 

 

P:  When we test our thoughts, conversations, and actions according to the truths in 

God’s holy Word, what blunt and honest answer do we find? 

ALL:  We know from James chapter two, verse ten –    “…whoever keeps the 

whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”  

Therefore, we join with the tax collector who said in Luke chapter eighteen, 

verse thirteen, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”   

 

P:  As a called servant of Christ, it is my privilege and responsibility to publicly use 

the Keys which Christ has given to all His children, to forgive the sins of penitent 

sinners, but to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not repent.  

With penitent hearts, then, let us confess our sins. 

ALL:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, 

confess that I have sinned against You in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have not loved You with my whole heart.  I have not loved others as much 

as I love myself.  I am ashamed and tormented by the sins which I know of, 

as well as those which I do not know.  Heavenly Father, please forgive all 

my sins, and strengthen me so that I change my sinful habits and live my 

life for Your glory and not my own. 

 

P:  Dear friends, as a called servant of Christ, I also have the grateful joy of 

reminding you of God’s love and mercy!  Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us 

and reconciled us to himself and promised us the power to forgive and love each 

other.  Relying on His promise, and in the name of Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins. 

ALL:  The peace of God’s mercy is with us.  May that peace rule in our hearts 

and guide all our thoughts, the words we speak, and everything we do.  

Amen! 
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We Respond to God’s Grace!           “Glory Be To God”       (melody of CW #5) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The First Scripture Lesson      Jeremiah 28:1-9 
Jeremiah faces the pressure and hostility that come with confronting false teachers.  For 
any Christian, faithfulness to the Lord is always the priority. 
 

1 In the fifth month of that same year, the fourth year, early in the reign of 

Zedekiah king of Judah, the prophet Hananiah son of Azzur, who was from Gibeon, said to 

me in the house of the LORD in the presence of the priests and all the people: 2 “This is what 

the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 
3 Within two years I will bring back to this place all the articles of the LORD’s house that 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon removed from here and took to Babylon. 4 I will also 

bring back to this place Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim king of Judah and all the other exiles 

from Judah who went to Babylon,’ declares the LORD, ‘for I will break the yoke of the king 

of Babylon.’” 
5 Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all 

the people who were standing in the house of the LORD. 6 He said, “Amen!  May the LORD 

do so! May the LORD fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the articles of the 

LORD’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon. 7 Nevertheless, listen to 

what I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: 8 From early times 

the prophets who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against 

many countries and great kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be 

recognized as one truly sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true.” 
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The Psalm         Psalm 89      Let’s sing the psalm responsively! 

 

 

 
 
P:  I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;* 
C:  I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 
 

P:  I will declare that your love stands firm forever,* 
C:  that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
 

P:  The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,* 
C:  your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

P:  O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?* 
C:  You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 
 

P:  Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,* 
C:  who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 
 

P:  They rejoice in your name all day long;* 
C:  they exult in your righteousness. 
 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 
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The Second Scripture Lesson         Romans 6:1b-11 
Through Holy Baptism we participate in Christ's death and resurrection. Sin no longer 
has control over us. We are free to live a godly life here on earth and forever in heaven. 
 

1b Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those 

who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we 

know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer 

has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God. 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 

desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but 

rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and 

offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no 

longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. 
 

We Confess Our Christian Faith      
 

I believe the Bible teaches us that there is one God, yet that one God is also three 
distinct persons who all work together for the salvation of my soul. 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His mighty power.  He gave me my life so that I may learn about my 
Savior Jesus and be saved for eternity. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His one and only Son, who reconciled lost mankind to the 
Father through His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gathers and strengthens sinners into God’s 
forgiven family which we call the Church. He creates saving faith in a person’s 
heart through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. 
 

Even though I do not understand how three persons are still one God, through faith 
I believe this gracious truth, and I thank and praise this gracious triune God! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28075a
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Hymn       #365      “Love Divine, All Love Excelling” 
 

 
 

The Sermon        Matthew 10:34-42 
 

THE PRINCE OF PEACE CARRIES A SWORD 
I. Jesus’ mission 

II. The Christian’s Mission 
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34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come 

to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn 

“‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law—36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own 

household.’ 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 

anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake 

will find it. 
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous 

person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of 

cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person 

will certainly not lose their reward.” 
 
Hymn      #272     “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
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Our Thank-Offerings      
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response for ALL 
He has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather our thank-
offerings which are used to fund the operations of this congregation, our 
Christian high school – Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School, and the 
work of our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  We don’t expect or ask 
our visitors and guests to give toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with 
us!  But if you would like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege as Christians to 
generously give to the work of our Lord!  Scan the QR code to give digitally, or offering plates 
are located at the rear of church. 

 
Our Responsive Prayer 
 

P:  Dear heavenly Father, we join in thanking You for giving us life and breath, 
talents and energy, and all that we are and have during this earthly life. 

ALL:  We are grateful to You for our safe travels, for the angels You send to 
serve and protect us, and for our prosperity. 

 
P:  Lord Jesus, we praise You for saving us and giving Your life as the payment for 

our sins. 
ALL:  Thank You for the rest and the peace we have which comes through 

the knowledge and faith of our forgiven sins. 
 
P:  Holy Spirit, thank You for the joy and privilege of growing in grace through the 

power of the Gospel.   
ALL:  Cause Your Gospel to grow in us, and to produce stronger faith and 

godly attitudes and behavior in each other. 
 
P:  We rejoice this morning for the blessing of Christian friendship and fellowship.  

Keep us all faithful to the Christian duties You have given us through our 
families and jobs and free time. 

ALL:  We ask You to preserve a Christ-centered doctrine in our congregation 
at all times, so that we all may be more active in our service to You and to 
those around us. 

 
P:  Hear us Lord, as we bring You our private prayers. 
 

(Silent, personal prayer) 
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P:  Make us more aware to see the spiritual dangers facing those who do not yet 
trust in You as the one and only Savior from sin. 

ALL:  Move us to share with others the hope of eternal life we have in You.  
Go with each of us into our lives, and support us in all we do to the glory 
of Your holy name!  Hear us as we pray, O Lord.  Our Father, who art in 
heaven. . . 

 

The Blessing      
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn        #504     “Bless Our Loved Ones, Holy Father” 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Damon Weinrich & Walt Tinius 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson  

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Dave Nelson Miles Spreeman  

Greeters:    

Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson 

Technology:    Kaylee Little & Katy Nichols Kanyon Anderson  

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
 

Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 59; Sun. 9:00 AM – 79;  Total = 138 
 

Sunday Bible Class –  37; Wednesday Bible Class – 18 

 
 

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, July 4,5 

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$370,844.46  $6,590.09 $6,025.25 -$564.84 $6,025.25 $7,131.64 -$1,106.39 

 
 

Malachi 3:10 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. 
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Adapt! 
 

Adapt. That’s a word 
that you will not find 
in Scripture. When you 
look for sections 
about spiritual gifts, 
you will not find the 
word “adaptability.” 
Yet, even though you will not find this word in Scripture, this is a word that has a 
direct application in people’s lives. 
 

Sure Foundation, the new mission in Brandon, South Dakota, decided to take a 
year to plan, to organize, and to reach out to the community before launching 
worship every week. We met regularly to talk about how to accomplish these 
things and to put a plan in motion. A verse that we held close was Proverbs 16:9, 
“In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.” 
 

We had a plan, a good plan. Enter Covid-19. So many of our plans changed. Our 
ideas to reach the community were not doable anymore. The rental space that 
we secured was now unavailable. The people that we had were unable to meet 
together in person. Everything changed. 
 

We planned our course, but the Lord was determining our steps. We knew that 
God was in control, we knew that God is the one who builds the church, and we 
knew that God’s plans are higher than our plans, but change is still difficult. 

 
Pastor Wilke with Jayme from Anytime Fitness 
 
What we as a church have learned is to hold our plans 
loosely and adapt, because we don’t determine our 
steps—God does. 
 
Allow me an example. Sure Foundation was planning to 
partner with a local gym, Anytime Fitness, in a program 
called “The 21-Day Transformation.” In this program, the 

gym puts people through workouts with a personal trainer and gives them diet 
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plans to follow for 21 days. It is a well-thought-out program with accomplished 
leaders. Sure Foundation was added to the program as the spiritual component 
for the event. It was an exciting opportunity to partner with a community 
member and to reach people with the Word. Covid-19 changed our plans, but it 
didn’t stop our ability to reach people. We recorded videos and put together 
devotional materials to help people grow in their spiritual lives. Participants 
learned how to read the Bible correctly and devotionally, and participants read 
through an entire book of the Bible while answering questions along the way. By 
God’s grace, Sure Foundation was able to get 32 new people involved in this 
program and many of our own members too. The 21-Day Transformation didn’t 
result in just physical transformation, but spiritual ones. 
 

We planned. Things changed. We adapted. God blessed. There are going to be 
more changes and challenges ahead that have nothing to do with Covid-19, but 
we can always trust that the Lord will determine our steps—he is in control, 
he does build his church, and his ways are higher than ours. So, we will 
continue to trust our God and to hold our plans loosely, always prepared to 
adapt. 
 

Written by Craig Wilke, home missionary at Sure Foundation Lutheran Church in 
Brandon, South Dakota…the east side of Sioux Falls. 
 

Some Announcements 
 

1)  Box Tops for Education:    You might have noticed that fewer grocery products 
contain the Box Top label to clip out.  The program is moving to a more digital 
process.  All you do is scan your receipt using the Box Tops app on your 
phone.  Money is instantly put into an account for our school!  If you have any 
questions, please ask one of our faculty members.  

 

2)  Sunday, July 19 Bible Class:      Pastor Mohlke will be leading class on this 
Sunday morning, sharing some information on the World-Mission scene of our 
synod, as well as some insight on their (Howie & Les’) upcoming mission field in 
Africa. 

 

3)  Please check out the info for the NELHS Golf Outing scheduled for Saturday, 
July 25, at Crooked Creek Golf Resort down Lincoln way. Both “Hole Sponsor” 
and “Team Registration” forms are at the communication center.  Proceeds go to 
tuition assistance at NELHS. 

https://www.surechurch.com/


16 
 

4)  A Quarterly Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28, 6:00 PM in the 
church basement. 

 

5)  Sunday, August 2 is a big day!  Palm Sunday (April 5) was the original date for 
a number of adult-confirmations (Ray & Jistina Haselhorst, Nikki Hollum, Karen 
Matteo, Alex Nunnenkamp, Zach Svoboda) and an adult-baptism in that number!  
COVID changed that, so now we’ve rescheduled for August 2.  The plan is to 
have an informal meet-n-greet after church on August 2, with a bigger production 
(brunch fellowship??) to be held once COVID is settled down more. 

 

6)  Plan on the next blood-drive to be held here at St. Paul’s on Monday, August 3.  
More information will be coming. 

 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 7/12 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
       Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
    

Wednesday, 7/15 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
 

Saturday, 7/18 = Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 6:30 PM 
          Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 
 

Sunday, 7/19 = Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 9:00 AM 
       Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
 
 

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
July 12 & July 19 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  

Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba, Gordy & Jane Winter) 
July 26 & Aug. 2 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter) 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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