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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:    9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
      basement…materials provided) 
                        6:00 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
     Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                                own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

IT’S GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR LORD!  In our service we’ll be 

doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through our words and songs, 

confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and grace, and then also 

using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.   
 

We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who 

already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach 

out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus 

has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith! 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated in our service today for the blessings of forgiveness 

of sins and strengthening of faith, which we receive in Jesus’ true body and blood 

miraculously joined to the bread and wine. 
 

In order to preserve our spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and protect against 

anyone’s spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), our congregation and synod follow 

the historic Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of St. Paul’s 

and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod are invited to 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us.  Visitors are asked to speak with Pastor Hirsch 

before the service if you wish to commune.  May the Lord bless our worship!  
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Based on “Service of Word & Sacrament”  (CW p. 26) 

 
Opening Hymn        #72      “O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Order of Worship     
 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us. 
ALL:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  We trust and take comfort in the peace of this forgiveness.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  --  LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 

 
P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude 

and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

   
 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 
prayer, O Christ. 

 

  
 
P:  For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in 

Your tender care: 
 

   
 
P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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The Prayer of the Day        Spoken by Pastor Schliewe. 
 

Almighty God, through Your Son Jesus, You fill us with the light of the Word, who 
became a man and lived with us sinners.  Give us the courage to let the light of our 
faith shine in all that we do in our daily lives so that more and more come to know You 
as their Lord and Savior; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

 
The First Scripture Lesson          Micah 5:2-5a 
Everything about Jesus’ humanity, His incarnation, including His birth-place, was 
centered around humility.  But even though He is humble, Jesus accomplished the 
greatest thing…peace through forgiveness. 
 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
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out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” 
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

    until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 

    to join the Israelites. 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock 

    in the strength of the LORD, 

    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

    will reach to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he will be our peace. 

 
The Psalm     Psalm 148     Let’s sing our Psalm together! 
 

 

 
 

Praise the LORD from the heavens,* 
praise him in the heights above. 

 
Praise him, all his angels,* 

praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
 
Praise him, sun and moon,* 

praise him, all you shining stars. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Praise the LORD from the earth,* 

lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 
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you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,* 

wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 
 
kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,* 

young men and maidens, old men and children. 
 
Let them praise the name of the LORD,* 

for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
The Second Scripture Lesson        John 7:37-44 
Anytime anyone encounters Jesus through the Word, or through our invitation, there’s 
always a reaction. Some respond positively in faith, others, negatively, with skepticism. 
 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud 

voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as 

Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he 

meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time 

the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 
41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” 

Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture 

say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the 

town where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some 

wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 
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Hymn       #343     “Christ Is the World’s Light” 
 

 
 
The Sermon             Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

We are Members of God’s Family 
1) Because Jesus is our Suffering Brother 

2)  Because Jesus is our Conquering High Priest 
 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom 

and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 

through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 

made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 

sisters. 12 He says, 
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“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 

    in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 
13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again he says, 

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 

his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the 

devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this 

reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 

atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was 

tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 

The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Our Thank-Offering   
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too! 
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Prayers   
 
The Sacrament     
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 

P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered 
his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth.  To Him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever. 
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Words of Institution   

 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God   
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The Distribution   
 

For the distribution, please follow the direction of the ushers to file forward single 
file.  If you’re sitting together as a family unit or couple in the pew, come forward in 

that single file, but feel free to join together as that same family unit or couple to 
receive the bread and then the wine together. 

 

Response to the Sacrament       #316      “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
 

 

 

 
 

Closing Prayer   
 

Lord God, through Your mercy, I have another day of grace today, and  I’m also 

blessed to be with my Christian brothers and sisters here in Your house, to be 

strengthened in my faith, and to give You my thanks and praise.  Use the Gospel, 

which I have heard in Your Word and received in Your holy supper, to grow in me and 

produce selfless service for You and the people around me.  Strengthen me so that I 

serve You with all I say and do this week.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
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The Blessing   
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
Closing Hymn      #470    “Praise to You and Adoration” 
 

Praise to you and adoration, 
Blessed Jesus, Son of God, 
Who, to serve your own creation, 
Came to share our flesh and blood. 
Guide me that I never may 
From your fold or pastures stray, 
But with zeal and joy exceeding 
Follow where your steps are leading. 

 
Hold me ever in your keeping; 
Comfort me in pain and strife. 
In my laughter and my weeping 
Be with me throughout my life. 
Give me greater love for you, 
And my faith and hope renew 
In your birth, your life, and passion, 
In your death and resurrection. 

 

 



15 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 

Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Joel Wiedeman & Kathy Wiedeman  

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:    

Greeters:   

Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 

Technology:    Noah Doescher Erika Paeper  

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 41; Sun. 9:00 AM – 49;  Total = 90 

 

Some Announcements 
 

1)  Jenni Nichols has been admitted to the Heritage of BelAir Nursing Home (1203 N. 
13th St.) for some extra care on December 21. Once admitted, she’s been on 
quarantine.  Might we send some cards and notes her way?!  It’s been tough. 

 
2)  Women’s Bible Study Schedule:   No meeting tomorrow evening (Monday, January 

4; restart meeting on Monday, January 11. Questions?  Call Miss Lindemann - (920) 
663-1892. 

 
3)  The special Sunday evening Communion “services” will continue for the 

foreseeable future.  That means that a short gathering (15 minutes) with Communion 
will be held on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month (Communion Sundays) starting at 
6:00 PM. Masks are worn at all times. 

 
4)  There will NOT be Sunday Morning Bible Class this morning (January 3). 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS RESUMES!!  We’ll restart on Wednesday, 
January 6, 10:00 AM.  Join us as we continue our study of the Minor Prophet, Amos. 
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 1/3 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
NO Bible Study today  
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM 

 
Tuesday, 1/5 = School Resumes, 8:15 AM 
 
Wednesday, 1/6 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
NOON School Dismissal 

     
Thursday, 1/7 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM 
 
Saturday, 1/9 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 
 
Sunday, 1/10 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

Bible Study (4th Commandment), 10:15 AM 
 
 
    

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Jan. 3 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  

Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba, Gordy & Jane Winter) 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary    St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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