
Saturday & Sunday, August 8 & 9, 2020 
The 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 
 
 

Office & Website: 
(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com 

 
 

http://www.stpls.com/


2 
 

 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church   
     basement…materials provided) 
                       6:30 PM COVID Service (please refer to announcement #7!) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

 
We welcome all worshiping God this morning!  

 
We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, please 
don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms are located in the narthex, across 
from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church.  A cry/changing room with 
a live-stream is also available in that same area.. 
 
We have a two-fold mission or purpose as a congregation, with each purpose being 
equally important.  One is that we provide opportunities for current members to grow 
and be strengthened in their faiths. The other equally important purpose is to reach 
out to our community with the Good News of free forgiveness through Jesus!  No 
matter a person’s background, Jesus is THE ONLY Savior and has died for ALL your 
sins!   St. Paul’s, pastor, teachers & members, is here to share this message with all 
people. 
 
The human body is one unit made up of many parts.  Each part - the eye, the heart, 
the hand - performs a unique function for the good of the whole body.  For the body to 
function well, each part is vital.  Like a body, St. Paul’s is also one unit made up of 
individuals with a wide variety of strengths and weaknesses.  When brought together 
around the Good News of the Gospel, each member benefits from the strengths and 
service of all the others!  This is the kind of church family we want to be…knowing 
each other on a personal level, as well as serving and encouraging each other.  We 
do that best when we regularly gather around God’s Word, which is the Good News 
of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ! 
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TODAY’S SERVICE THEME… 
Wisdom from God leads to Christian greatness. 

 

 
Hymn      #184, vss 1&2      “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Order of Worship       Based on CW, p. 15    “The Common Service” 
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 



4 
 

  P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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The Prayer of the Day     Spoken with the pastor! 
 

Almighty God, You always hear the prayers of Your humble servants, who come to 
You in Jesus' name. Teach us always to ask for blessings that follow Your will and 
Word, so that we may never fail to receive the blessings You have promised; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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The First Scripture Lesson        Romans 8:28-30 
Before He created us, God knew us and destined us to be His through faith.  There 
are no accidents in life, no blind twists of fate.  God turns evil into good for those who 
love Him.  
 

 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also 

called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 
 

The Psalm      Psalm 111     Let’s sing together! 
 

 

 
 
 

Great are the works of the LORD;* 
 they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
 

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,* 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 
 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;* 
 the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just;* 
 all his precepts are trustworthy. 
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He provided redemption for his people;* 
 he ordained his covenant forever. 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;* 
 all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

REFRAIN 

 
The Second Scripture Lesson       Matthew 13:44-52 
The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl show us the priceless value of the 
kingdom of heaven. A Christian will joyfully sacrifice everything to keep from being 
separated from it. God's kingdom, like a net, attracts both believers and unbelievers. 
 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found 

it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  

46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and 

bought it. 
47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the 

lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on 

the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the 

bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 

separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 

“Yes,” they replied. 
52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a 

disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 

storeroom new treasures as well as old.” 
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Hymn       #188     “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Sermon           I Kings 3:5-14 
 

PROPERLY EQUIPPED FOR PRAYER 
1) With Humility     2) With Confidence   3) For Blessings 

 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and 

God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 
6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my 

father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You 
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have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne this very day. 
7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.  
8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 

numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 

your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern 

this great people of yours?” 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, 

“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have 

asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I 

will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that 

there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I 

will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your 

lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in obedience to me 

and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long 

life.”  
 

Sermon Response     “Create In Me” 
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The Offering  
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response 
for ALL He has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather 
our thank-offerings which are used to fund the Gospel ministries of 
this congregation.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors and guests to 
give toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with 
us!  But if you would like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege 
as Christians to generously give to the work of our Lord!  Scan the 
QR code to give digitally, or offering plates are at the rear of church. 

 
Our Responsive Prayer 
 

P:  Lord, as we Your people gather around Your Word to thank and praise You, we 
remember that there are many other Gospel servants faithfully serving…church 
secretaries, Sunday School teachers, church council and committee members. 

C:  Keep them faithful to Your Word as they all play roles in the process of 
feeding us, Your precious sheep.  Bless all the efforts of our Gospel 
servants here at St. Paul’s so that we grow in our faith and lives of service. 

 
P:  Day and night Your angels are watching over me, and since I cannot see them I 

often forget about them.  Thank You for these invisible protectors. 
C:  Please continue to send them into my life so I can face a new week as 

confidently as possible, knowing they will lift me up so that I will not strike 
my foot against a stone! 

 
P:  Lord of the church, it takes years of preparation before the next generation is 

able to serve in the public ministry.  Move more and more young Christians to 
consider this full-time work, and be with those who are currently preparing at 
Martin Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. 

C:  Help them with their studies and training, strengthen their faith and 
dedication to the Word, and give them true compassion for the souls they 
will serve.  Fill them with joy as they prepare to serve You and others. 

 
P:  Lord, Your Word alone is truth and the one way to salvation.  Please guide and 

direct me as I’m in the middle of a world and society that is confused and misled 
by human logic 

C:  Because I can full trust what You tell me in that Word, motivate me even 
more to search and learn the Scriptures that I may grow in my faith and 
then also live a better Christian life to Your praise and glory. 
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P:  Thank You Lord, for the dedicated service given through our health-care 
workers…doctors, nurses, EMTs and lab-workers.  Through them is just one 
way You provide for the needs of those suffering and dying. 

C:  Please give these workers, and all public servants, strength, stamina, skill 
and sympathy so that they are able to continue to serve as Your hands, 
blessing those in need. 

 
P:  Hear us Lord, as we bring You our private prayers. 
 

(Silent, personal prayer) 
 
P:  Good Shepherd, You were willing to lay down Your life to save me, a sheep 

who loves to wander.  It is so comforting to know that You are watching over me 
each and every day.  

C:  Strengthen  and guide me so that I always follow You.  Lead me through 
this life until You carry me to the eternal happiness of heaven.  Hear us as 
we pray, O Lord.   

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing   
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn    #184, vs 3      “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 
 

O mighty Rock, O Source of life,  
Let your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 
In us be strongly burning 
That we be faithful unto death  
And live in love and holy faith, 
From you true wisdom learning. 
Your grace And peace On us shower;  
By your power Christ confessing, 
Let us see our Savior’s blessing. 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Walt Tinius & Tammy Mancini 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Gary Bretschneider John Kouba 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson 

Technology:    Levi Uecker & Valen Searight Josephine Moyer 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 39; Sun. 9:00 AM – 143;  COVID Service –  

26; Total = 208 
Wednesday Bible Class – 18 
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Our Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, Aug. 1st & 2nd     

Yearly 

Need 
YTD Need 

YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 

vs 

Offerings 

Last 

Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$370,844.46 $32,648.45 $36,777.80 $4,129.35 $8,299.00 $7,131.64 $1,167.36 

 
 

Announcements 
 

1)  Last Sunday (8/2) was our first attempt at a “COVID Service” and it went very 
well, with 26 people attending.  Afterwards there was discussion for improving 
and adjusting for the future.  These services will continue into the future ONLY 
ON COMMUNION SUNDAY EVENINGS (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) AT 
6:30 PM.  This service has masks on 99% of the time, no singing, and again, 
another different way of distributing the Lord’s Supper, which this last Sunday the 
group thought went very well.  All are invited, and if you have questions, call 
Pastor Hirsch. 

 
2)  At the latest Executive Council meeting, for various reasons, it was decided to 

postpone this year’s version of Sunday School.  Complications with COVID is the 
main driving force of this.  This situation will be evaluated as we learn and react 
and adjust to a very fluid scenario. 

 
3)  School COVID volunteers are needed for the upcoming school-year.  In order to 

have in-person school, MANY additional steps will have to be taken to make that 
happen.  Would you help with this??  Some of the main duties would be taking 
temps of all people coming into the school (we have several new touchless 
thermometers for this), additional cleaners/sanitizers, and lunch workers in one 
form or another (we don’t know exactly how lunch will be working).  Contact Mr. 
Markgraf with questions, or your answer - “Yes!! I’d love to help however I can!” 

 
4)  Now’s a good time to remember the SCRIP program as families start to get ready 

for the start-up of school, as weird as it may be!  SCRIP is fund-raising program 
that helps tuition costs at school.  Gift cards are available for various stores in the 
community (HyVee, Walmart, Target, restaurants etc.). Buy and use the gift card 
just as you normally would, but in the SCRIP program a certain percentage is 
kicked back to the buyer’s designated recipient (a child, grandchild, friend or 
tuition-assistance in general).  Questions??  Talk to Jodi Hirsch at the “SCRIP 
table” which is near the car-port entrance. 



14 
 

5)  Much work has been done to clean out the basement at school this last week.  
In that effort there’s some excess stuff that may be useful to some, including a 
number of fluorescent light fixtures.  If interested, please swing by the school 
(west doors) this week and see if there’s something you could use.  It’d be great 
if it’s all gone!  We’re trying to be as efficient as possible with our space.  School 
front doors are open from 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  These items will be removed 
starting Monday, 8/10. 

 
6)  Our area golf-outing which raises $$ for the respective area schools’ tuition 

assistance funds, will be held on Sunday, September 27, 1:00 PM at Fairplay 
Golf Course just south of Norfolk.  More info will be coming. 

 
7)  Sunday Morning Bible Class    This weekend we’ll cover a review of the Third 

Commandment.  Next weekend/Sunday (August 16) there won’t be Bible Class 
in order to accommodate the “New Teacher Meet-n Greet” down in the 
basement.  And because of various pastoral complications there also won’t be 
Bible Class on Sunday, August 23.  But on Sunday, August 30, Pastor Lindke 
will start a class covering the topic – “How We Got the Bible.”  How’d we get the 
books that we have…why we shouldn’t expect any more additions, etc.  This will 
last 3-4 weeks. 

 

New school year brings difficult decisions        2020/08/04/in Together 
 

WELS schools around the country were faced with the difficult job this summer of determining what 
school is going to look like in the fall, after the 2019–20 school year ended with online classes 
because of shutdowns due to the pandemic. 
 

With 436 WELS schools serving over 42,000 students in 33 states—some with minimal numbers of 
COVID-19 cases and some considered “hot spots”—plans will differ across the country. But one 
thing is sure: “Sept. 1, 2020, is going to look different than Sept. 1, 2019, in every single one of our 
schools,” says Mr. James Rademan, director of the Commission on Lutheran Schools (CLS). 
 

While each plan will look different—with schools talking about in-person vs. virtual learning (or a 
combination of the two), face coverings, size of classes, social distancing, extracurriculars, 
disinfecting stations, and additional cleaning—Rademan says that the mindset he has seen from 
WELS schools as they determine how to proceed is remarkably similar: “Each one of the schools is 
really concerned about the safety of their students and their staff while trying to balance what is 
going to be best overall for the development of the children.” 
 

Most WELS schools—including Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School (KML), Jackson, Wis. and 
Arizona Lutheran Academy (ALA), Phoenix, Ariz.—are planning to start the year meeting face-to-

https://wels.net/new-school-year-brings-difficult-decisions/
https://wels.net/category/together/
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face at school. “Christian education is way more than just teaching in the classrooms,” says Mr. 
Jamie Luehring, principal at Kettle Moraine. “It’s the interactions the teachers have with the 
students, the mentorships, the friendships, the support. You cannot do that as well virtually no 
matter how hard you try.” 
 

That decision to start with in-person classes was not made in a vacuum. For both schools, it meant 
sending out a survey to parents and meeting with teachers during the summer to get opinions on 
the best options moving forward. “We believe parents need to be in the driver’s seat,” says 
Luehring. “We want to work with them to come up with the best solutions for their kids.” 
 

But the collaboration went even further. Mr. Kurt Rosenbaum, principal at ALA, said that when their 
school’s task force began meeting in June, they looked closely at recommendations for reopening 
sent out by the Arizona Department of Education. He is in constant contact with the local health 
department to keep up with the latest health regulations. Representatives from all 26 WELS area 
Lutheran high schools and the two synod prep schools also met virtually multiple times this 
summer to offer ideas, support, encouragement, and prayers for one another as they determined 
the best plans for their schools. 
 

For both ALA and KML, the majority of the parents supported in-person classes, “but we knew that 
there would be some families who would want to start slowly,” says Rosenbaum. To support those 
students and families, both schools are offering online classes as well. “We’re trying to be all things 
for all people,” says Luehring. “We understand everyone is in a different situation and we don’t 
want to lose those kids for the sake of the gospel.” Online classes will also offer an option for 
international students who may not be able to get back to campuses for the start of the school 
year. 
 

“There are so many people with differing opinions; there needs to be a loving response to one 
another,” says Luehring. “As a loving Christian family, we are going to try to work through this 
together.” 
 

In the end, “flexibility” may be the key word. “Most schools are developing two or three plans and 
are recognizing the need to be able to pivot based on the circumstances,” says Rademan. The 
Commission on Lutheran Schools is offering support, encouragement, and direction to WELS 
schools, while not prescribing any one direction. “We are encouraging them to follow CDC and 
local health department guidelines and to work with the resources in their community and the 
schools that are in close proximity to them,” says Rademan. 
 

Some schools in “hot spot” locations—such as southern California—may have no choice but to 
start virtually. “You can plan and plan and plan, but you don’t know what will happen three days 
before school starts,” says Rademan. “It’s a time to use the gifts the Lord has given us and trust in 
the Lord. The path is going to be the path he’s seeking for us to take at this time.” 
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Church Cleaning Teams: 
Aug. 9 & Aug. 16 – Team 5:  Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger, 

Shannon Spreeman, Walt & Marian Tinius 
Aug. 23 & Aug. 30 – Team 6:  Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen,  

Kelly Meysenburg, Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter,  
Veryle Winter 

 

 
 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday, 8/9 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

    
 
Wednesday, 8/12 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Wednesday Morning Bible Class – Jude, 10:00 AM, in the 
church basement 
School Parent Information Night, 4:30 & 6:30 PM 

     
Saturday, 8/15 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 
          Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer  
 
Sunday, 8/16 = Worship Service w/ Teacher Installation & Communion, 9:00 AM 

Teacher Meet ‘N Greet, 10:15 AM in the church basement 
NO BIBLE CLASS THIS MORNING 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

 
Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
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