
Sunday, August 2, 2020 

The 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 
 

Office & Website: 
(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com  

 
 

http://www.stpls.com/


2 

 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

    Saturday:  6:30 PM Worship Service 
     

    Sunday:  9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church 
basement…materials provided) 

                      6:30 PM COVID Service (please refer to announcement #7!) 
     

    Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM, and 
livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.  These Sunday service video 

recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 
 

 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper this Morning! 

 

In His Word, God makes it clear that the Lord’s Supper is to be shared by 
people of a common belief and confession of faith in Scripture (1 Corinthians 
11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  Without judging anyone’s heart, we invite 
those who share in our confession by their membership in our congregation 
or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly 
prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive the  Sacrament. Page 156 in 
the front of Christian Worship provides a nice Q&A format to help 
prepare one for receiving the sacrament. 
 

Guests, we would love to have you attend.  Please speak with Pastor Hirsch 
about instruction in our faith and this sacrament so you will be ready to 
partake of this wonderful meal in full unity with us after that instruction.  
Thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our 
congregation. 

 
 

Today’s Service Theme:   
Christians are encouraged to be patient in stressful times.   

God is guiding now, and will deliver us in the future! 
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Based on “Service of Word & Sacrament”  (CW p. 26) 

 

The Order of Worship     
 

Pastor:  We begin in the name of the triune God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with us.  Amen. 

 
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when He said:  ‘Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.”  All of us are born into this world with a deep need for 
baptism.  We inherit a sinful nature from our parents, and because of that, we 
are conceived and born without true fear or faith in God and the forgiveness of 
sins, and therefore, are condemned to eternal death.  But Jesus paid for our 
sins by giving His life on the cross, and through the Word and sacraments, the 
Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in our Savior - Jesus.  In the 
sacrament of baptism, the sinner’s transgressions are covered with the robe of 
Jesus’ holiness, and forgiveness of sins is given through the very power of God!  
The sinful nature we inherited from our parents need not control us any longer.  
We remember what baptism means for our daily lives as we join in speaking 
these words: 

Congregation:  Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be 
drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, and that we stop all its evil 
desires and actions.  It also means that a new person should arise daily to 
live before God in righteousness and holiness.  As children of God, 
through the miracle of faith, we are to obey His Ten Commandments, and 
live Christian lives worthy of His holy name. 

 
P: Because we see and realize our sinfulness, and disobedience to God’s holy will, 

let us join together in confessing our sins before our almighty and merciful God. 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed Your commandments in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  Because of this, I 
deserve Your punishment both now here on earth, as well as for eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in Jesus as my Savior, I 
pray: Lord have mercy on me, because I am a sinner.  Strengthen my faith 
so that I live my life according to Your will, by the words I speak and the 
decisions I make.   
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us, and has given His only Son 
to be the sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins - in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Hymn        #294, vss 1&2   “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P:  In joyful obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, and trusting in His 
promise, Alex, you are coming to be baptized.  It is in baptism that God gives a 
new life of forgiveness, and strengthens a Christian’s joy in the peace of the 
forgiveness of sins!  By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of life 
washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation 
to all who believe.  Alex Nunnenkamp, by the power of the Word, the Holy Spirit 
has led you to believe that this new life in Christ is yours. Now in Holy Baptism 
the Lord Jesus assures you of your salvation. That you may give public 
testimony of your faith, I therefore ask you: 
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P:  Do you believe that you were born in sin and therefore eternally lost? 
A: Yes, I believe. 
 

P: Do you believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
A: Yes, I believe. 
 

P: Do you believe that this Triune God planned and carried out your salvation? 
A: Yes, I believe. 
 

P: Do you believe that God grants you the forgiveness of sins in Holy Baptism? 
A: Yes, I believe. 
 

P: Do you desire to be baptized? 
A: Yes, I do. 
 

P:  Alex Brianne Nunnenkamp, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

The almighty God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - has forgiven all your sins!  By 
your baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your heavenly 
Father.  May God give you strength to live in your baptismal grace all the days 
of your life.  May the peace of forgiveness be with you! 

 

Let us pray:  Merciful Father, we thank You for the blessing of baptism by which 
You offer and give the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Help each of us 
to regard our own baptism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the 
days of our lives.  Look with special grace and favor on Alex Nunnenkamp, and 
give her a rich measure of Your Spirit so that she may grow in faith and godly 
living.  Make each of us be willing to carry out our responsibilities to all who 
have been baptized, by leading and encouraging each other with Your Word, so 
that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of eternal life in heaven - 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hymn        #294, vss 3&4   “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 
 

3  My faithful God, you fail me never; 
Your promise surely will endure. 
Oh, cast me not away forever 
If words and deeds become impure. 
Have mercy when I come defiled; 
Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 
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4  All that I am and love most dearly— 

Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 
Let me confess my faith sincerely 
And help me your own child to be! 
Let nothing that I am or own 
Serve any will but yours alone. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  --  LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 
 

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

   
 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 

 

  
 

P:  For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

  
 
P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep 

us in Your tender care: 
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P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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The Prayer of the Day        Spoken with the pastor. 
 

Lord God almighty, please give us the grace and the power to plan and to live our 

lives according to Your Word.  Since we cannot do anything good without You and 

Your strength, help us live so that we reflect Your love by our thoughts, words and 

actions; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     
 

 

 
The First Scripture Lesson          Joel 3:12-16 
The Lord challenges His enemies.  God sits on His throne and He rules with all 
authority.  For those who trust in the Lord, He is their shelter and refuge. 
 

12 “Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for 

there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side. 
13 Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow— 

so great is their wickedness!” 
14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 
15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine.  
16 The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the 

heavens will tremble. 

But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
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The Verses of the Day     James 5:7,8 
 

P:  7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 

autumn and spring rains.  

C:  8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Second Scripture Lesson        Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
It makes logical sense to help the Church by eliminating it’s enemies.  In this parable 
Jesus demonstrates why His church must never “use the sword.” 
 

 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and 

formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 

your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 
 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

 “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 

the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will 

tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then 

gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
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 36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 

said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
 37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field 

is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are 

the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
 40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 

age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his 

kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into 

the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, 

let them hear. 
 

Hymn:       #409    “Come, My Soul, with Every Care”     
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The Sermon             Romans 8:26,27 
 

The Holy Spirit is our Partner in Prayer 
1. He prays with us 

2. He helps us in our weakness 
3. He keeps us in line with God’s will 

 

 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 

groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 

Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 

The Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Our Thank-Offering  
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response 
for ALL He has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather 
our thank-offerings which are used to fund the Gospel ministries of 
this congregation.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors and guests to 
give toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with 
us!  But if you would like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege 
as Christians to generously give to the work of our Lord!  Scan the 
QR code to give digitally, or offering plates are at the rear of church. 
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Prayers   
 

The Rite of Confirmation   
 

The Sacrament   
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 
 
P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he 
empowered his Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth.  To 
Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor 
and glory for ever and ever. 

 
ALL SING:    
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Words of Institution   
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night He was betrayed…  

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 
  
O Christ, Lamb of God   

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 
 
The Distribution   
 
Response to the Sacrament       #316      “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
 

 

 

 

 
Closing Prayer   

 
Lord God, through Your mercy, I have another day of grace today, and  I’m also 

blessed to be with my faithful brothers and sisters here in Your house, to be 

strengthened in my faith, and to give You my thanks and praise.  Use the Gospel, 

which I have heard in Your Word and received in Your holy supper, to grow in me 

and produce selfless service for You and the people around me.  Strengthen me 

so that I serve You with all I say and do this week.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
Closing Hymn     #422    “Jesus, Lead Us On” 

 
1  Jesus, lead us on Till our rest is won; 

And although the way be cheerless, We will follow, calm and fearless. 
Guide us by your hand To our fatherland. 

 
2  If the way be drear, If the foe be near, 

Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; Let not faith and hope forsake us, 
For through many a woe To our home we go. 

 
3  When we seek relief From a long-felt grief, 

When temptations come alluring, Make us patient and enduring; 
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more. 

 
4  Jesus, still lead on Till our rest is won. 

Heav’nly Leader, still direct us; Still support, console, protect us 
Till we safely stand In our fatherland. 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Liturgy: Pastor Paul Hirsch // Sermon:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 

Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Walt Tinius & Tammy Mancini 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Chad Moyer Gary Bretschneider 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 

Technology:    Katy Nichols Levi Uecker & Valen Searight 

 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 8/2 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 
Live radio broadcast – KNEN / 94.7 FM 
Coffee / Welcome for New Members, 10:15 AM 
COVID Worship Service, 6:30 PM  

             

Tuesday, 8/4 = Boards Meeting Night, 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, 8/5 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
 

Saturday, 8/8 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM    (Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl) 
 

Sunday, 8/9 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch       Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268        (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com      amarkgraf@stpls.com  
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary     St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233    WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
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Some Announcements 
Saturday/Sunday, August 1 & 2, 2020 

 

1) This, Sunday, August 2, we welcome a number of adult-confirmands:  Ray & 
Jistina Haselhorst, Nikki Hollum, Karen Matteo, Alex Nunnenkamp, & Zach 
Svoboda.  There will be an informal meet-n-greet following the Sunday Service in 
place of the Sunday Bible Class.  Please join us in the narthex to introduce 
yourself to our new church members!   

2)  Sunday, August 16 is the date set for the installations of our two new Gospel 
servants…Mr. Aaron Markgraf (principal) and Miss Lisa Lindemann 
(teacher/family minister).  This will take place in the 9:00 AM service.  More 
information will be shared if there’s some kind of reception with this.  COVID… 

 
3)  The next blood-drive that is to be held at St. Paul’s will be on Monday, August 3, 

from 12:00 to 6:00 PM in the school gym.  Sign up at - redcrossblood.org. 
 
4)  School COVID volunteers are needed for the upcoming school-year.  In order to 

have in-person school, MANY additional steps will have to be taken to make that 
happen.  Would you help with this??  Some of the main duties would be taking 
temps of all people coming into the school (we have several new touchless 
thermometers for this), additional cleaners/sanitizers, and lunch workers in one 
form or another (we don’t know exactly how lunch will be working).  Contact Mr. 
Markgraf with questions, or your answer - “Yes!! I’d love to help however I can!” 

 
5)  At the latest Executive Council meeting, for various reasons, it was decided to 

postpone this year’s version of Sunday School.  Complications with COVID is the 
main driving force of this.  This situation will be evaluated as we learn and react 
and adjust to a very fluid scenario. 

 
6)  Much work is being done to implement a more formal “New Member 

Assimilation” effort here at St. Paul’s.  An initial rough-draft of how this could 
work has been created and will be first shared at Tuesday’s Voters’ Meeting for 
feedback.  Generally speaking, we’re going to be asking St. Paul’s members to 
participate more directly and specifically in this effort.  The goal of this 
assimilation process is to have new members (especially new members new to 
the faith and new to congregational/church life) become more familiar and 
comfortable in a new setting with new people.  We’re trying to make a church-life-
transition as easy and comfortable and practical as possible.  More information 
will be shared in the future as details are determined. 
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7)  The Executive Council also gave its blessing to add a “COVID service” to our 

weekend worship schedule.  This service would take extra COVID precautions 
(mask-wearing etc.) in a condensed service that still centers on Word and 
sacrament.  Our first attempt at this service will be this, Sunday, August 2, 6:30 
PM.  We’re going to try it at this time initially, while keeping an open-mind that a 
different time on Sunday might be better…11:30 AM after Bible Class?? 

 
8)  Now’s a good time to remember the SCRIP program as families start to get ready 

for the start-up of school, as weird as it may be!  SCRIP is fund-raising program 
that helps tuition costs at school.  Gift cards are available for various stores in the 
community (HyVee, Walmart, Target, restaurants etc.). Buy and use the gift card 
just as you normally would, but in the SCRIP program a certain percentage is 
kicked back to the buyer’s designated recipient (a child, grandchild, friend or 
tuition-assistance in general).  Questions??  Talk to Jodi Hirsch at the “SCRIP 
table” which is near the car-port entrance 

 
9)  Much work has been done to clean out the basement at school this last week.  

In that effort there’s some excess stuff that may be useful to some, including a 
number of fluorescent light fixtures.  If interested, please swing by the school 
(west doors) this week and see if there’s something you could use.  It’d be great 
if it’s all gone!  We’re trying to be as efficient as possible with our space.  School 
front doors are open from 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

 
 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 45; Sun. 9:00 AM – 109;  Total = 154 

Sunday Bible Class –  32; Wednesday Bible Class – 16 

 

 
St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, July 25th & 26th    

Yearly 

Need 
YTD Need 

YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 

vs 

Offerings 

Last 

Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$370,844.46 $26,360.35 $28,478.80 $2,118.45 $4,757.05 $7,131.64 -$2,374.59 

 
 

 


