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WELCOME To our early morning Easter 
celebration service!  It’s great to have everyone with us 

as we review ALL that happened on that glorious 

morning.  May the Holy Spirit strengthen our trust 
and faith in His promise of grace through Jesus’ holy 

life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

Not only is it great to worship with you on this day 
we call Easter, but it’d be just as great to have you all 

worship and celebrate with us every week as we 

regularly remind ourselves of this Easter celebration 
throughout the year! 
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+ EASTER MORNING PREPARATION + 
 

P:  Christian friends…you and I have the blessing of New 
Testament hind-sight, and  as much as we may be ready this 
morning to start, joyfully singing those Easter hymns, Scripture 
clearly tells us that the first Easter Sunday began very 
somberly for Jesus’ followers. We ended Good Friday by 
leaving Jesus’ partially prepared body in the grave.  Scriptures 
tell us that on “Easter Saturday,” human plans were made in 
order to secure His tomb. 

 

MEN:  At the request of the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus’ 
tomb was secured and guarded by the most reliable 
guards of the time.   

 

WOMEN:  In order to make sure that Jesus’ body didn’t leave, 
or that no one could enter and steal it away, Roman 
soldiers were ordered to secure Jesus’ grave site. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON     Matthew 27:62-66 
 

62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 "Sir," they said, "we 

remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After 

three days I will rise again.' 64 So give the order for the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may 

come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 

raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the 
first."  

65 "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as 
secure as you know how." 66 So they went and made the tomb 

secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 
 

HYMN     #369     “Beautiful Savior” 
 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, Truly I'd serve thee, 
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 
 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine! 



3 
 

 
P:  On that first Easter Sunday, we can picture a “normal” start to 

the regular day after the Jews observed the weekly Sabbath 
Day on Saturday. 

ALL:  It was the day before yesterday, on Friday evening, 
when Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross on 
Calvary.   

 
P:  There hadn’t been much time left in the day on Friday 

afternoon to do the many things necessary for Jesus’ proper 
Jewish burial.  Nicodemus walked the short distance from the 
crucifixion site, to Jerusalem, for Pilate’s permission to claim 
Jesus’ body. 

ALL:   Jesus’ body needed to be removed from the cross, 
and prepared for burial.  Jesus’ body needed to be 
moved from Golgotha to His tomb. 

 
P:  Since it was forbidden for the Jews to do any work on the 

Sabbath day of rest, which started at sunset of Friday, they 
just were not able to finish all that needed to be done. 

ALL:  This is why the women were coming to the tomb so 
early on Sunday morning.  They were coming, prepared 
to finish their work on what they thought they would 
find…Jesus’ body in the tomb. 

 
P:  Even though Jesus had taught about His resurrection many 

times in the past three years, His followers still did not 
understand His resurrection.  This was about to change very 
quickly! 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON       Luke 24:1-10 

 

 1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the 

women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  

2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.                  

4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in 

clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their 

fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among 
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the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 

you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 'The Son of Man 

must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and 

on the third day be raised again.'" 8 Then they remembered his 

words. 
 9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these 

things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others 

with them who told this to the apostles.  

 
P: The Lord is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! 
 
P: O come let us worship the Lord. 
C: Let us bow down before the Lord our Maker. 
 
P: This is the day the Lord has made. 
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
HYMN     #152, vss 1-4   “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”   

 
I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living Head! 

 
He lives triumphant from the grave; 
He lives eternally to save. 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 

 
CHOIR:  He lives to bless me with his love; 

He lives to plead for me above. 
He lives, my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 

 
He lives to grant me rich supply; 
He lives to guide me with his eye. 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON     Isaiah 12:1-6 
 

1 In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD.  Although you were angry with me, 
your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.  

2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 
he has become my salvation.”  

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
4 In that day you will say:  

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his 

name is exalted.  
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be 

known to all the world.  
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the 

Holy One of Israel among you.” 
 
HYMN     #157    “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today" 
 

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 
CHOIR:  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation has procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
 

 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
Praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
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OUR EASTER CONFESSION OF FAITH        

 
Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article 

 
 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 

Lord. 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the 

power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his holy, 

precious blood and with his innocent suffering  and death.    

 All this he did that I should be his own and live under him in his 

kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence 

and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and 

rules eternally. 

 This is most certainly true. 

 
HYMN     #149    “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”     p. 11 
 
EASTER MEDITATION        I Corinthians 15:54-57  
 

“HEY, DEATH!  WHERE’S YOUR VICTORY?” 
I. You didn’t destroy Jesus, 

II. ...and you won’t destroy me! 
 

 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 

that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 

victory.” 
 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 

 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
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HYMN      #153     “Alleluia! Jesus Lives”  
 

 
 
EASTER THANK-OFFERING 
 
OUR EASTER PRAYER 
 
P:  O Lord God, our strength and our salvation, You fulfilled Your 

promises by the resurrection of Your Son from the dead. 
C:  Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
P:   In Your compassion, You sent Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 

who laid down His life to rescue the lost. 
C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom from our hearts and minds, 

that we may delight in Your glorious triumph. 
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P:   Lift our eyes heavenward to see Him who lives to make 

intercession for us living saints, and give us confidence in the 
greatness of His power.  Always keep before us the vision of 
Your people standing before Your throne and singing the song 
of victory: 

C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and 
power and honor and glory and praise. 

 
P:   Lamb of God, make us instruments of Your peace as we bring 

the good news of hope and new life to those around us.  Guide 
us in the use of all that You have entrusted to us: our time, our 
talents, and  our treasures. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us, that we may live for You. 
 
P:   Merciful Lord Jesus, give healing to the sick, and strengthen 

the faith of the suffering and dying. 
C:  Assure them of Your abiding presence, and comfort them 

with the hope of eternal life. 
 
P:   Gracious Father, You have restored to us the joy of Your 

salvation.  With happy hearts we come before You and say: 
C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.  Our Father, who art in 

heaven… 
 
HYMN     #145   “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”    p. 12 
 
THE EASTER COMMISSION AND BLESSING 
 
P:  As the Lord has risen from the dead and now has all authority 

in heaven and on earth, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything He has 
commanded you.  Surely, since He lives forever, He will be 
with you to the very end of the age!   

 
As you leave this house of God to live your life to His glory… 
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His 
glory shine on you, and be gracious to you.  May the Lord 
keep you in His grace until the end.  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN      #152, vss 5-8     
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 

 
He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears. 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
CHOIR:  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end. 
He lives, and while he lives I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death. 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

All of St. Paul’s called-workers, pastor (Paul 

Hirsch), teachers (Aaron Markgraf, Linda Mullen, 

Scott & Katie Brown, Heidi Rixe, Shannon 

Spreeman, Sarah Nelson & Lisa Lindemann) and 

their families, pray that you all enjoy this glorious 

day, spent in the peace of a risen Savior, and in the 

company of dear friends and family! 

 

HAPPY EASTER!!! 
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Sunrise Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 9:00 Worship Leader:  Pastor Al Lindke 
       Sunrise Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman 
       9:00 Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer 
 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Damon Weinrich & Walt Tinius 
 Video Tech:  Darol Dusseau & Laurie Jackson 
 Elder:  Chad Moyer 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
       Power Point:  Hallie Spreeman & Noah Doescher 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Gary Bretschneider 
 Ushers:  Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 
 Power Point:   

 

 
 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
Last Week’s Service Attendance:  

Sat. 6:30 PM – 55; Sun. 9:00 AM – 115 
Total = 170 

Lent (3/24) - 96 
 

Sunday Bible Class –  26; Sisters in Faith - 10 
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Announcements 
 
1)  Student Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school 

year for both Little Lambs pre-school and K-8th Grades! You 
can access the application by going to our website and clicking 
on "2021-2022 Enrollment." If you have any questions, please 
speak to Mr. Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen. 

 
2)  Women’s Bible Group:   The Women's Bible Study has 

decided to change their name to Sisters in Faith. We come 
together once a week to encourage each other and to build 
one another up in the faith through open discussion on 
Scriptures. As fellow sisters in faith, all ladies (members or 
not!) are welcome to join our weekly get-togethers!  Mondays 
at 6:30 PM in the church narthex! 

 
3)  SAVE THE DATE!   The 14th Annual NELHS Golf Classic will 

be held Saturday, July 31 at Crooked Creek Golf Club in 
Lincoln.  More details will come when we get a little closer. 

 
4)  CHURCH & SCHOOL OUTDOOR HELP     Beautiful sunny 

days, warm weather, and the Lenten Season all point to 
spring!  It also reminds us of lawn-care and landscaping.  
Many peoples’ first and only impression of St. Paul’s may be 
what they see as they drive by, so it’s important to have it look 
as sharp as possible!  Not unlike at home, several things need 
to happen, trimming hedges, weeding flower-beds, and 
watering as needed.  The Trustees have divided the 
church/school property into 8 small sections for individuals to 
claim, take ownership of and care for according to your own 
schedule.  Any possible cost would be covered by church, and 
you can pick what small section you’d like.   

 
This also brings to mind the need for grass-cutters!  Mowing 
teams are being organized now for the same reason, of 
keeping things looking good and giving good impressions.  
Mowers and string-trimmers are available, to mow from Queen 
City Blvd west up to the cemetery. It takes 2-3 hours for a 
team of 4-5 to knock that off.   Call or text Gary Jackson at 
(402)750-3238. 



14 
 

 
5)  TAKE ‘EM HOME!!  There’s a supply of new St. Paul’s mugs 

and pens in the narthex near the SCRIP table which is by the 
west car-port entrance. It’s not intended for this to be a fund-
raiser, but if you’re concerned to at least cover cost, both the 
mug and pen cost less than $1.  There’s a coffee container on 
the table if you choose to leave something.  Take a few!! 

 
6)  The Nebraska-Iowa LWMS Circuit is hosting a rally on 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 at St. John's in Stanton. 
Registration opens at 8:30 AM.  Encouragement from the 
speaker, Sarah Stellick, "From serving overseas for 25 years, I 
will share about the daily life of a missionary’s wife. My 
husband, Kevin, and I, with our 3 children, experienced many 
blessings and challenges as we served in Taiwan and China.  It 
is my prayer the ladies will come to be encouraged with God’s 
promises and to encourage one another as we share how we all 
serve our amazing God, no matter where we live!   I am grateful 
for the amazing support we received from LWMS while we were 
in Asia. I look forward to giving back and sharing with the LWMS 
groups."  
 
Thank you!  Joanna Smith & Heidi Rixe, LWMS Spiritual 
Growth Leaders 

 
7)  Parkinson’s Support Group   As a way of saying thank you to 

the members of St Paul’s, the Parkinson’s Support Group is 
extending an invitation to the members of St Paul’s to attend 
our April 6, 2021 meeting starting at 10 AM. The topic of this 
meeting is Ways to Protect Yourself from On-Line 
Predators, and is geared toward senior citizens. Mr. John 
Stappert of Power Computing/Precision IT will be our guest 
speaker and will be discussing the following: A) Protecting 
Yourself from email attacks (Spam & Phishing), B) Protecting 
Your Computer from unauthorized access, and C) What to 
Look for in Anti-Virus, Add Blocking and Fire Wall software. 
Information will also be shared with regards to important web 
sites for Seniors. 
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 
Sunday, 4/4 = Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 AM   
         Easter Worship Service, 9:00 AM  
 

Monday – Friday = NO School 
 

Tuesday, 4/6 = Parkinson’s Meeting, 10:00 AM 
 Boards Meeting Night, 6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, 4/7 = Worship Service on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
NO Bible Class this morning 

          

Saturday, 4/10 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, 4/11 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 
Remember, since there wasn’t Communion last Sunday, 

Easter, it was postponed for this weekend and next (4/17,18). 
Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM 

 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Apr. 4 & Apr. 11 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  

John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn 
Winter) 

Apr. 18 & Apr. 25 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, 
Joan Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman, Rick & Diane 

Ellenberger) 
 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

    Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary    
    St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
    School Office:  (402) 371-1233   
 
    WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
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