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We welcome all worshiping God in this service!  
 

We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, please 
don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms and a cry-room are located across 
from the west drive-up entrance. 
 
It’s a joy to serve and worship with you.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
talk to Pastor Hirsch. 
 

Before the Lord’s Supper… 
Scripture tells us that we are to examine and prepare ourselves before we receive 
this sacrament so that we don’t take it in an “unworthy manner” (I Corinthians 11:27-
29).  This means that we understand what is happening in communion, repent of all 
our sins, and then work on eliminating all those sins from our lives.  For help in this 
self-examination and preparation, please turn to p. 156 in the front section of the 
hymnal! 
 
Because we do not want anyone to receive this sacrament in an “unworthy manner,” 
we ask that all those who are not members of our congregation, or of the WELS, to 
please wait to receive the Lord’s Supper until after you speak with one of the pastors 
and share your understanding of the Lord’s Supper with him.  Thanks for your 
patience and understanding!! 

 
 

A Personal Prayer before Worship: 
 

Gracious Lord, may the thoughts of my heart be pure and focused on Your salvation 
as I am a guest here in Your house.  May the words of my mouth be sincere as I 
sing Your praises.  May the actions of my life follow Your will and commands, 
flowing from a heart filled with repentance and love for You and all those around 
me.  Bless our worship service, and guard and direct me all this week as I live my 
life for You.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:     
We focus on forgiveness of sins and salvation in heaven as pure gifts from God. 
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Hymn        #339     “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”   
 

 
 
The Order of Worship       “Service of Word & Sacrament”  (CW p. 26) 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

P:  God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to 
forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  --  LORD, HAVE MERCY    Kyrie 
 

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

  
 

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ. 

 

   
 

P:  For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep 
us in Your tender care: 

 

   
 
 
 
P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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The Prayer of the Day        Spoken with the pastor. 
 
O gracious God, You are the strength of all who trust in You.  We ask You to 
mercifully hear and answer all our prayers.  Be gracious to us in our weaknesses 
and strengthen us to follow Your commandments in all we say and do; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

  
 
The Old Testament Lesson         Hosea 5:15-6:6 

Hosea reminds us of the “two sides” of our God.  He is eager to forgive our sins, but it’s 
obvious that in His wisdom He also will chastise us, sometimes very harshly!  Our 
gracious God does not leave us alone, but is there to heal and restore us. 
 

5:15 Then I will return to my lair until they have borne their guilt and seek my face—

in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” 
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6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he 

has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 
2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may 

live in his presence. 
3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him.  As surely as 

the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the 

spring rains that water the earth.” 
4 “What can I do with you, Ephraim?  What can I do with you, Judah?  Your love is 

like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  
5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of my 

mouth—then my judgments go forth like the sun.  
6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt 

offerings. 

 

The Psalm         Psalm 119c    Found on the blue insert! 
 
The Epistle Lesson:       Romans 4:18-25 

Paul reminds us that Old Testament believers were justified and forgiven exactly like we 
are, that we’re justified, or made right with God, only through faith in Jesus.  Whoever 
believes in Jesus receives His righteousness, or His forgiveness and holiness. 

 
 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many 

nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”[d] 19 Without 

weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he 

was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did 

not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in 

his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do 

what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”  23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him 

alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe 

in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death 

for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28041d
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The Verse of the Day    Spoken by Pastor Lindke.     Revelation 2:10b 
 

Alleluia!  “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 
victor’s crown."  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Gospel Lesson        Matthew 9:9-13    

The Gospel Lesson serves as our sermon meditation text. 

 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they 

asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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Hymn:       #444    “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”   
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The Sermon Meditation:          Matthew 9:9-13 

 
WE STILL BELIEVE: REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY 

I. Those who repent find healing from Jesus. 
II. Those who do not repent do not. 

 
Nicene Creed   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering     
 

If you haven’t already, please place your offering in the plate  
located in the back of church after the service. 

 
Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Sacrament   
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
   

 
 
 

 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 
   
 
 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
   
 
 
 
P:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love He has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing.  In the past He spoke to us through the 
prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, who is the 
radiance of His glory.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ.  To Him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and 
ever. 
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Words of Institution   
 
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
O Christ, Lamb of God 
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The Distribution   
 
Please follow the direction of the usher as we distribute and receive the sacrament in 
an unaccustomed way.  Please cup both your hands to receive the wafer as it will be 

slightly dropped into your hands.  Then move over and carefully remove an 
individual cup from the tray.  There is no common-cup offered at this time. 

 
Communion Blessing     
 
Thank the Lord      All sing! 
 

 

 

 

 
 



14 
 

P:   Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new 
and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

   
 
 
 
 

The Blessing 
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 
   

 
  

Closing Hymn      #319      “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”     
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Some Announcements 
 

1)  Please keep in mind that SCRIP is still available!  SCRIP is a program that benefits 
our school’s tuition assistance program.  You buy gift-cards for area stores (HyVee, 
Walmart etc.) and a certain percentage of that purchase is kicked back to us.  Look 
for Jodi Hirsch by the west car-port entrance to buy and/or ask questions. 

 

2)  Do You Have A Change Of Address?  If you have a change of address, phone 
number, or email address, please get those changes to our secretary, Jeanette 
Leuthold.  You can email the information to stpls.office@gmail.com or put it in her 
mail-slot at church. 

 

3)  BIBLE CLASS Resumption    COVID directives are loosening up, therefore Sunday 
Bible Class is going to resume next Sunday, June 28, 10:15 AMish.  We can’t say 
there’ll be coffee and donuts yet, nor the location, but we’ll let you know whether it’s 
in the basement or upstairs in church.  Before COVID hit we started a double-themed 
curriculum, studying “52 Important Chapters of the Bible” & “A Review of Luther’s 
Small Catechism,” going through an adult review of Bible stories and an adult review 
of the six chief parts of the Catechism.  We had gone through Genesis chapters 1-4, 
and had just started the Catechism review.  The plan is re-start that Catechism 
review on 6/28.  It’d be great to have your company! 

 
 

Yearly 
Need 

YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$382,398.00  $380,635.40 $360,989.34 -$19,646.06 $9,301.00 $8,642.61 $658.39 

 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
 

June 21 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec, Bill & Sue Ulrich) 
 

June 28 & July 5 – Team 2 (Darol Dusseau, Mike & Linda Mullen,  
Sarah Nelson, Joel & Kathy Wiedeman) 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 43; Sun. 9:00 AM – 100;  Total = 143 

mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 6/21 = Father’s Day 
    Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 9:00 AM 

 

Wednesday, 6/24 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
 

Saturday, 6/27 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM 
          Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer  
 

Sunday, 6/28 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
                          Bible Class, 10:15 AM 

 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Allen Lindke 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Glynn Grebe & Lee Grebe 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Gary Bretschneider John Kouba 

Greeters: 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.   

 

 

 

  

Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse 

Technology:    Noah Doescher Erika Paeper  

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com    
  

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com

