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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and 
strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing 
or seeing, there are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in 
the narthex. Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 

 

What Do We Believe and Teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their entirety, 
and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what we do or 
don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very Word to all 
of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, namely through 
faith in Jesus.   
 

We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors and is 
completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who makes and 
preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and God the Holy 
Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 

If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would appreciate 
some Scriptural insight for a personal dilemma, contact Pastor Hirsch.  As members 
of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people with the Good News of Jesus!   
God bless our worship!! 

 
 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:    6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:     9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church   
                    basement…materials provided) 
     6:00 PM Special Communion Service  (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month) 

 Monday:   6:30 PM  Sisters In Faith (in church narthex) 
 Wednesday: 10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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INVOCATION       
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

ALL:  Let us worship our triune God for all the blessings He gives us.  Amen. 
 
HYMN       #436     “Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep” 

 

 

 
CONFESSION of SINS        Please stand! 
 

P:  Dear friends, let us humbly and honestly approach God to confess our sins, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

ALL: Gracious Lord, I confess that I am naturally born to be dead in my sin.  I am 
altogether helpless for reaching eternal life in heaven.  I am guilty of faithless 
worrying and selfish pride, for pet-sins that I do over and over, and so many 
other sins I don’t even realize I do.  Because of the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, You should drive me away from Your presence 
forever by sending me to hell.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins and I plead for 
Your mercy.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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ABSOLUTION of SINS 

 

P:  Let us give all credit, thanks and praise to our triune God!  In His great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ through faith, even when we were dead in our sins!  Hear 
and trust the promise of forgiveness which is ours through faith, as Jesus said to 
the paralyzed man and his friends in Luke chapter 5… When Jesus saw their faith, 
he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

ALL:  We are thankful for and trust in God’s merciful promises!  Dear Lord, 
please strengthen and guide us so that we live our lives to Your glory!  Amen.  

 

ALL SING       #384, vss 1-3     “By Grace I’m Saved”   
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LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

P:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to Your perfect wisdom. 
 

P: For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 
in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to You perfect wisdom. 
 

P: For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may not lose 
the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to You perfect wisdom. 
 

P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we live our lives to Your glory..  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY         Spoken together. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life for us 
wandering sheep.  Constantly lead us to the still waters of Your life-giving Word, so 
that we may peacefully live our lives now, and one day join with You in the green 
pastures of heaven forevermore; for You live and reign with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

ALL SING       #360      “The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want”       Printed on p. 12. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON           Acts 4:23-35 
Here we have the reaction of the congregation in Jerusalem after their pastors, Peter & 
John, were ordered to stop teaching about Jesus.  They prayed that God would give his 
apostles the boldness to speak the Word to the world, even in the face of danger. 
 

3 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 

the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised 

their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 

heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy 

Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: 

“‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?  26 The kings of the earth 

rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ 
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27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 

Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 

happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 

word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 

wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 

possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the 

apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 

so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For 

from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from 

the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had 

need. 
 
We Respond to Hearing the First Lesson     (spoken together) 
 

Dear Lord in heaven, we thank You for the truths You have given us through the 
Apostle Luke and his divinely inspired book of Acts.  May Your Holy Spirit use these 
truths to remind me of Your grace, strengthen my faith, and teach me to live my life 
according to Your holy will.  Amen. 

 
THE PSALM         Psalm 23       Let’s sing the Psalm responsively. 
 

 

 
P:  The LORD is my shepherd,* 
C:  I shall not be in want. 
 
P:  He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 
C:  he leads me beside quiet waters. 
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P:  He restores my soul;* 
C:  he guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 
P:  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
      I will fear no evil,* 
C:  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
P:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 
C:  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
 
P:  Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,* 
C:  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
REFRAIN 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON             I John 2:28-3:3 
The Apostle John speaks of the marvel of God’s mercy which has made us His children 
through faith.  We can’t expect the world (unbelievers) around us to recognize this, since 
the world doesn’t know God!  Let’s see what we can’t do about that!! 
 

2:28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be 

confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 
29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right 

has been born of him. 
3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 

has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like 

him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure. 
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We Respond to Hearing the Epistle Lesson     (spoken together) 
 

Dear Lord in heaven, we thank You for the truths You have given us through all Your 
New Testament apostles.  May Your Holy Spirit use these truths to remind me of Your 
grace, strengthen my faith, and teach me to live my life according to Your holy will.  
Amen. 

 

HYMN       #375     “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”     HOTW 
 

 

 
SERMON MEDITATION        John 10:11-18 

 
YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS 
I.  These hands protect. 
II.  These hands guide. 
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11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he 

sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 

flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 

for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have 

other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 

my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves 

me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 

again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 

WE CONFESS OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH   
 

I believe in the one true God, who reveals himself in the Bible as three persons: Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  He created everything that exists in the universe in six days, and 

He sustains and provides for this created world so that mankind has the opportunity to 

hear about and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God the Son, who humbled himself to be born of the Virgin 

Mary, to live the holy life that I cannot.  He offered himself as the complete sacrifice for 

my sin, and He rose victoriously from His grave guaranteeing that all my sins are 

forgiven.  Forty days after His resurrection He physically left this earth by ascending 

back to His throne of heaven because His work here on earth is finished.  In heaven 

He rules with all power and authority and guides not only my life but the affairs of the 

whole world.  Someday He will return to Earth on Judgment Day to bring His faithful 

children to live with Him forever in heaven and send all unbelievers to eternity in hell. 

 

I believe in the God Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith which makes me a child of 

God and an heir of eternal life.  Through the power of the Gospel, He equips and 

strengthens me for selfless service, not only to my loving Savior, Jesus, but also to all 

the people God has placed in my life. 

 

God’s Word teaches me about my need for a Savior, and I believe the Triune God – 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit – has accomplished everything for me to be saved.  Amen. 
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THANK-OFFERING    
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 

located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  

Thanks for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 

II Corinthians 9:7  

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
OUR THANK-OFFERING IS BROUGHT TO THE LORD 
 

#278, vss 1&2       “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS   
 

P:  Heavenly Father, even in the world around us devastated by sin and torn apart by 
war, crime, and catastrophes, Your wisdom and glory still shines brightly through 
Your creation. 

C:  Thank You for the wonders of the created world around us that abundantly 
supplies everything to sustain our earthly lives.  Continue to provide for us 
through the wonders and miracles of the Earth around us. 
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P:  Gracious God, as wonderful as Your creation is, You’ve blessed us with a gift that 
shows Your love and power even better than that! 

C:  Thank You for sending Your Son to be our one and only Savior from sin!  
Even though there still are many consequences of sin in our lives, give us the 
strength and patience to endure them. 

 

P:  Lord Jesus, there is nothing in this life more important than You.  Everywhere I turn 
there’s pressure and evil temptations to pursue and obtain only the selfish 
pleasures of my sinful nature. 

C:  Forgive me for all the times I’ve made the things and priorities of this world 
more important to me than You. Strengthen me by Your Spirit so that I set my 
mind on things above, and not earthly distractions. 

 

P:  Heavenly Father, I do not want to sin against You by any of my thoughts, words or 
actions, but I am not able to perfectly resist evil temptations on my own. 

C:  Strengthen me when I am weak by the power of Your Word and the promise 
of grace through Jesus.  Help me to stand firm in my Savior Jesus. 

 

P:  Dear Jesus, please hear and answer our private prayers according to Your perfect 
wisdom. 

 

Silent, personal prayer 
 

P:  Lord of all nations, we pray for our country in the face and reality of so many 
challenges.  Lead and use us Christians as patient examples to others, even in 
drastic disagreements.  Remind us that stable government is a blessing of peace 
and stability in our lives. 

C:  Be with, guide and protect our local, state and federal government leaders so 
that they make decisions which do not undermine Your Word.  Guide and 
bless our nation with the peace of Jesus which is the only source which also 
leads to earthly peace.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who has also 
taught us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING      
 

CLOSING HYMN           “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”    
 

Please follow along on the screen as we sing with Koine!  FYI…after we’re done with the 
third verse, there’s a short interlude and then we sing the first verse again. 

 

WELS CONNECTION   
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman  
 Radio Broadcasters:  Damon Weinrich & Walt Tinius 
 Video Tech:  Chad Moyer 
 Elder:  Joel Wiedeman 
 Ushers:  Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse  
 Power Point:  Weinrichs (Sat.) Katy Nichols (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Curt Dinkel 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.) Micah Brown (Sun.) 
 

 



13 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 64; Sun. 9:00 AM – 89;  Total = 153 

Special Communion Service - 5 
Sunday Bible Class - 31; Sisters in Faith - 7; Wednesday Bible Class - 15 

 

Some Announcements 
 

1)  At the last Elders’ meeting, adjustments were discussed concerning our public 
worship settings according to current public health guidelines.  It was decided that 
starting last weekend (April 17/18), a different service seating arrangement would be 
tried.  The two outside pew sections will continue to have the every-other pew 
distancing, while the middle section will be open seating.  Communion distribution 
will continue as has been practiced the last several months, as well as offering the 
“special Communion” service offered on “Communion Sunday” evenings (6:00 PM).  

 

2)  Next weekend (May 1-2) is scheduled for Confirmation events.  Saturday night 
will be the Public Examination service (6:30 PM) when a review of basic Christian 
doctrines will take place (which is a good time to review for any of us!!), and then the 
Confirmation service will be the 9:00 AM service on Sunday, May 2.  No Communion 
will be served Saturday evening, but will be Sunday morning, and for the Special 
Communion service that Sunday evening.  There also will be NO Bible Class this 
morning.  Twelve young Christians will be confirming their faith:  Kanyon Anderson, 
Adrianna Faust, Teaghan Haselhorst, Sidnee Hollum, Kaylee Little, Sam Myers, Katy 
Nichols, Addyson Onate, Ashlee Plisek, Valen Searight, Levi Uecker and Easton 
Webb.  

 
3)  Calling all 5th-12th graders! If you are looking for a place to grow spiritually, build 

relationships, serve others, and just have fun, join us at our 1st Youth Group event 
on Sunday, April 25th from 1pm to 3pm. We’ll meet in the school gym to talk about 
what you can expect from Youth Group and end with a large game of kickball! 

 
 

4)  PENTECOST OUTDOOR SERVICE     It’s just fun to do something different, so it’s 
been decided that on Sunday, May 23, we’ll hold our Sunday morning church service 
outside, just to the west in the grove area.  The plan is to also grill some hamburgers 
for lunch and have some lawn games available.  Maybe get a congregational corn-
hole tournament??  Since the thinking is to eat lunch after the service, we’re 
pushing the service back an hour…JUST ON THAT SUNDAY…to 10:00 AM.  
More information will come in the very near future. 

 

 
5)  The May issue of Forward in Christ is available at the communication Center. 
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6)  Men’s Church Softball – For any male (age 14 & up) interested in playing softball.  
Practices will be on Sunday, April 25, & May 2 at 3:00 PM at Ta-Ha-Zouka Park field 
#1.  Cost is $40 per person for the season.  Any questions, contact Dustin Kraemer 
at 750-7187.   

 

7)  Student Enrollment is now open for the 2021-2022 school year for both Little Lambs 
pre-school and K-8th Grades!  You can access the application by going to our 
website (www.stpls.com) and clicking on “2021-2022 Enrollment.”  If you have any 
questions, please speak to Mr. Markgraf or Mrs. Mullen.   

 

8)  On-Line Devotion Opportunities     Our Wisconsin Synod offers a number of online 
opportunities for a regular, daily connection to God’s Word.  Go to, wels.net, scroll 
down a bit and on the right side of the home-page there’s the heading “Daily 
Devotions.”  If you click on that day’s daily devotion, it’ll also give you the info to 
subscribe to it so you can receive it on whatever device you want.  There’s a number 
of good resources on that right side of the home-page.  

 

9)  We've completed our three weeks of "Meals on Wheels" through the Senior Citizen 
Center and we wish to thank the 22 volunteers who gave so selflessly of their time to 
deliver those meals. God bless you all for your help in serving our community! 

 

10)  A Quarterly Congregational/Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for today, Sunday, April 
25, 10:15 AMish, in the church basement.  All congregational members are 
encouraged to attend to hear and share first-hand information.  When it comes time 
for final decisions on questions and/or actions, the voters will take up that 
responsibility. 

 

11)  EASTER FLOWERS    Thanks for sharing this year!  If you brought one, or a few, 
please pick them up after worship, or even if you didn’t bring one and you could use 
one or a few at home, please feel free after the service to take one, or some, home.  
The plan is for them to go somewhere after the service on Sunday. 

 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SEVEN NEW HOME MISSION CONGREGATIONS!! 
 
At its meeting last week, the Board for Home Missions 
approved funding for seven locations, including funding for 
four new home mission starts and three existing mission 
congregations. 
 
New home mission plants include: 

http://www.stpls.com/
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 Waco, Texas: The Heart of Texas mission core group has been meeting regularly since March 
2020. They are active in the community and participate in family-friendly activities around town 
while representing their new church plant. This mission is being supported by Trinity in nearby 
Temple, Texas. 
 Durham, N.C.: Gethsemane, the WELS congregation in Raleigh, N.C., is launching a second 
site in nearby Durham. The three universities in Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill are creating jobs 
and drawing a diverse group of young professionals and families to the area. The gospel is 
especially needed in this area, as studies show that 75 percent of people in the area do not know 
their Savior. 
 Parrish, Fla.: Risen Savior in Lakewood Ranch, Fla., a previous home mission church that 
recently became self-supporting, as well as Ascension, Sarasota, Fla., are starting and supporting 
this new mission plant. Parrish is located in a growing area; 20,000 to 30,000 homes are expected 
to be built there in the next 10 years. This new mission will be reaching out with the gospel to a 
community that is 85 percent unchurched. 
 Dickinson, N.D.: A committed core group has been meeting regularly for livestreamed worship 
and monthly gatherings since 2012, served by pastors from WELS churches in Mandan and 
Bismarck, N.D. Those two congregations, as well as Salem, Circle, Mont., will be supporting this 
new mission start named Amazing Grace. Dickinson, the hub of the area, has seen recent 
economic growth alongside the oil industry, which is drawing new young families to the community. 
 
Home Missions is also providing financial support to three existing ministries: 
 
 Willoughby, Ohio: King of Kings in the suburbs of Cleveland is one of only two WELS 
churches in northeast Ohio, where 2.8 million people reside. It will be calling a new pastor to reach 
out to young professionals and families who have moved from downtown Cleveland to the suburbs. 
 Hutto, Texas: Located north of Austin, Christ the Rock has been an unsubsidized mission 
since 2016. It recently started worshiping in a new facility and is aggressively serving its 
community. Financial support will assist with ministry expenses. 
 Summerlin, Nev.: Summerlin Lutheran Church owns a large facility in a growing master-
planned community on the west side of Las Vegas. Three years of Home Missions financial 
support will allow the congregation to call a pastor and partner in outreach with nearby home 
mission congregation Shepherd of the Hills, whose pastor has been serving as Summerlin’s 
vacancy pastor. 
 
“What a blessing district mission boards and mission counselors are. Their service allows Home 
Missions to plant missions so missionaries can proclaim the gospel,” says Rev. Keith Free, 
administrator of the Board for Home Missions. “As these new missions are planted, we pray more 
souls will hear how Jesus Christ is their Savior from sin, their Lord in life, and has secured their 
future home in heaven.” 
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Home Missions also approved unsubsidized mission status for Redeemer, Fallbrook, Calif., and St. 
John’s Hillside, Milwaukee, Wis. Home Missions provides assistance to unsubsidized mission 
congregations through its district missions boards, mission counselors, synodical support staff, and 
special project funds, but does not provide direct financial support. 
 

Learn more about Home Missions at wels.net/missions. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 4/25 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Voters’ Assembly, 10:15 AM 
Youth Group, 1:00-3:00 PM (grades 5-12) at school gym 

 

Monday, 4/26 = Sisters in Christ, 6:30 PM 
         
Wednesday, 4/28 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Public School Youth Confirmation Class, 2:15 PM 

          
Saturday, 5/1 = Examination Service (NO Communion tonight), 6:30 PM 

Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl  
 

Sunday, 5/2 = Confirmation Service, with Communion, 9:00 AM 
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM 

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Apr. 25 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,  

Shannon Spreeman, Rick & Diane Ellenberger) 
May 2 & May 9 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg, Dan & 

Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter) 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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