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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and 
strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing 
or seeing, there are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in 
the narthex. Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 

 

What Do We Believe and Teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their entirety, 
and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what we do or 
don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very Word to all 
of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, namely through 
faith in Jesus.   
 

We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors and is 
completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who makes and 
preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and God the Holy 
Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 

If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would appreciate 
some Scriptural insight for a personal dilemma, contact Pastor Hirsch.  As members 
of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people with the Good News of Jesus!   
God bless our worship!! 

 
 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
            basement…materials provided) 
                       6:00 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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INVOCATION       
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

ALL:  We worship our triune God for the salvation He gives us.  Amen. 
 
HYMN       #37     “Once Again My Heart Rejoices” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

One and all, Great and small,   Come with songs of gladness; 

We shall live with him forever 

There on high In that joy   Which will vanish never. 
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CONFESSION of SINS        Please stand! 
 

P:  Dear friends, let us humbly and honestly approach God to confess our sins, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

ALL: Gracious Lord, I confess that I am naturally born to be dead in my sin.  I am 
altogether helpless for reaching eternal life in heaven.  I am guilty of faithless 
worrying and selfish pride, for pet-sins that I do over and over, and so many 
other sins I don’t even realize I do.  Because of the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, You should drive me away from Your presence 
forever by sending me to hell.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins and I plead for 
Your mercy.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION of SINS 

 
P:  Let us give all thanks and praise to our triune God!  In His great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ through faith, even when we were dead in our sins!  Hear and 
trust the promise of forgiveness which is ours through faith, as Jesus said to the 
paralyzed man and his friends in Luke chapter 5… When Jesus saw their faith, he 
said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

ALL:  We are thankful for and trust in God’s merciful promises!  Dear Lord, 
please strengthen and guide us so that we live our lives to Your glory!  Amen.  

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

P:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may not lose 

the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we do this.  Amen. 
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ALL SING       “Glory Be To God”       (melody of CW #233) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY         Spoken together. 
 

O merciful and gracious God, in mercy You sent Your one and only Son to take our 
human nature upon himself.  Through His humble birth and gracious sacrifice, deliver 
us from the corruption of our sin, and transform us into the likeness of His glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
THE FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 45:20-25 
God invites the world to be saved through Him. In spite of the world's defiance, the Lord 
says, "Turn to me and be saved." 
 

20 “Gather together and come; 

    assemble, you fugitives from the nations. 

Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, 

    who pray to gods that cannot save. 
21 Declare what is to be, present it— 

    let them take counsel together. 
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Who foretold this long ago, 

    who declared it from the distant past? 

Was it not I, the LORD? 

    And there is no God apart from me, 

a righteous God and a Savior; 

    there is none but me. 
22 “Turn to me and be saved, 

    all you ends of the earth; 

    for I am God, and there is no other. 
23 By myself I have sworn, 

    my mouth has uttered in all integrity 

    a word that will not be revoked: 

Before me every knee will bow; 

    by me every tongue will swear. 
24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone 

    are deliverance and strength.’” 

All who have raged against him 

    will come to him and be put to shame. 
25 But all the descendants of Israel 

    will find deliverance in the LORD 

    and will make their boast in him. 
 
THE PSALM         Psalm 111     Let’s sing the Psalm together.   
 

 
 

Great are the works of the LORD;* 
they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
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Glorious and majestic are his deeds,* 
and his righteousness endures forever. 
 
He has caused his wonders to be remembered;* 
the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
The works of his hands are faithful and just;* 
all his precepts are trustworthy. 
 
He provided redemption for his people;* 
he ordained his covenant forever. 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;* 
all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
REFRAIN 

 
THE SECOND LESSON             Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 
Missionary Paul calls us "God's chosen people," and encourages us to do everything, to 
live our lives, "in the name of the Lord Jesus." 
 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not 

on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 

God. 4 When Christ, who is your[a] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory. 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 

forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 

perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29522a
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richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 

and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

HYMN       #35     “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”        
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SERMON MEDITATION        Luke 2:22-40    
 

“He’s Here!  He’s Here!” 
I. Fulfilling the law.          II. Making impressions. 

 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 

Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 

Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: 

“a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 

devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 

him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 

had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 

When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in 

peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in 

the sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of 

your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 

falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so 
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that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own 

soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then 

was a widow until she was eighty-four, She never left the temple but worshiped night 

and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 

thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, 

they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 

became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
 
MEDITATION RESPONSE        “Nunc Dimittis”    Song of Simeon 
 

 

 
WE DECLARE OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH     

 
I believe in one God, whom the Bible says is also three persons. 
 

I believe in the almighty Father, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His almighty power.  He gives me my lifetime so that I have the 
opportunity to hear about and believe in Jesus and His plan for my salvation. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, the Father’s one and only Son, who fulfilled this plan of 
salvation. Jesus reconciled me and all of lost mankind to the Father through His perfect 
life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who created and strengthens my faith, and the faith of 
others, through the power of the Gospel used in Word and Sacraments. 
 

I give all thanks and praise to this triune God, because I believe He has accomplished 
everything for my salvation! 

 
THANK-OFFERING    
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 

located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too! 
 

PRAYERS   
 

P:  Heavenly Father, even in the world around us devastated by sin and torn apart by 
war, crime, and catastrophes, Your wisdom and glory still shines brightly through 
Your creation. 

C:  Thank You for the wonders of the created world around us that abundantly 
supplies everything to sustain our earthly lives.  Continue to provide for us 
through the wonders and miracles of the Earth around us. 

 
P:  Gracious God, as wonderful as Your creation is, You’ve blessed us with a gift that 

shows Your love and power even better than that! 
C:  Thank You for sending Your Son to be our one and only Savior from sin!  

Even though there still are many consequences of sin in our lives, give us the 
strength and patience to endure them. 

 
P:  Lord Jesus, there is nothing in this life more important than You.  Everywhere I turn 

there’s pressure and evil temptations to pursue and obtain only the selfish 
pleasures of my sinful nature. 

C:  Forgive me for all the times I’ve made the things and priorities of this world 
more important to me than You. Strengthen me by Your Spirit so that I set my 
mind on things above, and not earthly distractions. 

 
P:  Heavenly Father, I do not want to sin against You by any of my thoughts, words or 

actions, but I am not able to perfectly resist evil temptations on my own. 
C:  Strengthen me when I am weak by the power of Your Word and the promise 

of grace through Jesus.  Help me to stand firm in my Savior Jesus. 
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P:  Dear Jesus, please hear and answer our private prayers according to Your perfect 

wisdom. 
 

Silent, personal prayer 
 
P:  Lord of all nations, we pray for our country in the face and reality of so many 

challenges.  Lead and use us Christians as patient examples to others even in 
drastic disagreements.  Remind us that stable government is a blessing of peace 
and stability in our lives. 

C:  Be with, guide and protect our local, state and federal government leaders so 
that they make decisions which do not undermine Your Word.  Guide and 
bless our nation with the peace of Jesus which is the only source which also 
leads to earthly peace.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who has also 
taught us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING      
 

CLOSING HYMN      #41     “Let All Together Praise Our God”   
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For us he opens wide the door Of paradise today. 

The angel guards the gate no more; To God our thanks we pay, 

To God our thanks we pay. 
 
 
WELS CONNECTION   
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Gary Lingenfelter & John Schlomer  

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Chad Moyer Dave Nelson 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse Gary Johnson & Don Lau 

Technology:    Zach Sweigard Noah Doescher  

 



14 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM - 81; Sun. 9:00 AM - 64;  Special Service - 21 

Total = 166 

 
 

Some Announcements 
 

1)  Women’s Bible Study Schedule:   no meeting on December 28; no meeting on 
January 4; restart meeting on Monday, January 11. Questions?  Call Miss 
Lindemann - (920) 663-1892. 

 
2)  The special Sunday evening Communion “services” will continue for the 

foreseeable future.  That means that a short gathering (15 minutes) with Communion 
will be held on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month (Communion Sundays) starting at 
6:00 PM. Masks are worn at all times. 

 
3)  There will NOT be Sunday Morning Bible Class this morning (December 27), or 

next Sunday, January 3.   
 
THERE WON’T BE ANY WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS IN DECEMBER!!  We’ll resume 

on January 6, 2021.  Join then as we continue our study of the Minor Prophet, Amos. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Some COVID Reminders… 
+  Please wait to leave your pew at the direction of the usher. 
+  As you leave the sanctuary and go to Bible Class or your vehicle, please do not bunch up 

in the mailbox area, but leave a clear corridor to the exits. 
+  Since our local Elkhorn Logan Valley Health Department has placed us in an elevated 

risk level, and per Norfolk City Council direction, we’re reminded of their 
encouragement to wear masks when in public, including church settings.  We’re asking 
your consideration on wearing a mask here at church.  If it’s that simple to avoid a 
church service shut-down like we had in the Spring/Easter, it’d be worth it!! 
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 12/27 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
NO Bible Study 

 
Wednesday, 12/30 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
     
Thursday, 12/31 = Shirley Renner Funeral, 10:30 AM 

New Year’s Eve Service, 6;30 PM     Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman  
 
Saturday, 1/2 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM        Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer 
 
Sunday, 1/3 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

NO Bible Study 
Special Communion Service, 6:00 PM 

 
 
 

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
 

Dec. 27 & Jan. 2 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  
Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba, Gordy & Jane Winter) 

 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary    St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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