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So many in the Christian world around us encourage any and all people 

to come before the Lord’s altar and receive Holy Communion.  As we 

study Scripture however, we see that there are limitations on who should 

receive this holy supper of forgiveness.  This truth is not meant to portray a 

“better than thou” attitude on the part of any Christian, but simply holds to 

the instruction found in Scripture!    
 

A person needs to be able to “examine” and “prepare” himself by 

confessing his sins, trust in the forgiveness won by Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 

11:27-29), and then change the sinful life, while also realizing that the very 

body and blood of Jesus are with the bread and wine in the sacrament! 
 

We also read in Romans 16:17 to “keep away” from those who teach and 

believe contrary to what Scripture teaches.  We are in fact confessing that 

whoever receives the Lord’s Supper together, believes exactly the same 

thing about all Bible doctrines (I Corinthians 10:17).  Another truth is, that 

whoever receives the Lord’s body and blood in an “unworthy manner,” in 

unbelief or doubt, receives the Lord’s judgment (I Corinthians 11:27-29).   
 

Therefore, in a humble yet loving and concerned way, we offer it to those 

who have been instructed and believe that they receive forgiveness as 

they receive the bread and wine, along with Jesus’ body and blood. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY HISTORY – Part 1   
 

Mark 14:12-26        Passover Plans 
 

12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to 
sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go 
and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the house he 
enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. 
Make preparations for us there.” 

16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared the Passover. 
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17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining 
at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is 
eating with me.” 

19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean 
me?” 

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with 
me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they 
all drank from it. 

24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to 
them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
P: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY DIALOGUE 
 

P:  On this night, somewhere in Jerusalem, Jesus gathered with His disciples in a 
private room to observe the Old Testament Passover meal. 

C:  Just a few hours before He would die, Jesus worshipped with the same 

disciples who would betray Him, desert Him, and deny Him. 
 
P:  On this night, Jesus took a towel and washed the feet of His disciples, saying: 

C:  I give you a new command: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. 
 
P:  On this night, Jesus our Lord gave His Holy Supper to us as a lasting blessing and 

command. 

C:  Whenever we eat this bread, which is His body, and drink this cup, which is 

His blood, we proclaim His death until He comes again. 
 
P:  On this night, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, gave himself into the hands of those 

who would murder Him. 

C:  He was abandoned by those who followed Him. 
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HYMN    #497    “This Is My Will” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY HISTORY – Part 2   
 

John 13:1-17     Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
 

1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got 
up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 
waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 

well!” 
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10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 

P: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C:  BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. 
 

THE FIRST HYMN     #314    “O Living Bread from Heaven”     Found on p.12 
 

MAUNDY  THURSDAY MEDITATION       Part 1 
 

1 Corinthians 10:16,17 
16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one 
loaf. 

 

OBOL - One Body, One Loaf 
I. Allied with Christ. 

 

HYMN      #316   “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee” 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY MEDITATION       Part 2 
 

OBOL - One Body, One Loaf 
II. Allied with each other. 

 

HYMN     #272    “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

P:  Lord God, heavenly Father, Author of the everlasting covenant and Giver of the cup 
of salvation, 

ALL:  We gather here in Your house to offer You our praise and thanksgiving. 
 
P:  For fulfilling Your promise to establish a new covenant through the blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ... 

ALL:  We give You humble and hearty thanks. 
 
P:  As our Lord Jesus Christ gave thanks to You when He broke the bread, and as He 

gave thanks to You when He took the cup, 

ALL:  We also give You thanks. 
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P:  Precious Savior, You serve as both our Priest and perfect offering!  Wonder fills our 
hearts as we partake of Your body, broken for us, and Your blood, shed for us. 

ALL:  We praise You and adore You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
P:  In our lack of holiness we have nothing to offer. Without Your tremendous sacrifice, 

we would still be in our sins. 

ALL:  But through Your new covenant of this sacrament, we are assured that our 

sins are forgiven and no longer remembered. 
 
P:  O Holy Spirit, dwell within us as we remember our Lord’s death in this sacrament.  

Enter our hearts to strengthen our faith and fill us with gratitude for Your great 
mercy. 

ALL:  Move us to encourage one another as we grow in Your Gospel and to live 

lives that give glory to Your holy name. 
 
P:  As our Lord served His disciples by washing their feet, so may we also humbly 

serve one another. 

ALL:  Help us live our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving to Him, who first loved 

us.  Our Father, who art in heaven... 
 

ADULT CHOIR           “Gethsemane Prayer” 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT 
 

P:  What is the sacrament of Holy Communion? 

ALL:  It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ together with the 

bread and wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 
P:  What  blessings do we receive through this eating and drinking? 

ALL:  That is shown us by these words, “Given and poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.”  Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation in this sacrament.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, 

there is also life and salvation. 
 
P:  How can eating and drinking do such great things? 

ALL:  It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the 

words, “Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 

words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and 

drinking.  And whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
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P:  Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament? 

ALL:  Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he 

is properly prepared who believes these words, “Given and poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But whoever does not believe these words 

or doubts them is not prepared, because the words “for you” require nothing 

but hearts that believe. 
 

HYMN     #306, vs 1  “Before You, God, the Judge of All” 
 

Before you, God, the Judge of all,  With grief and shame I humbly fall. 
I see my sins against you, Lord,  My sins of thought and deed and word. 
They press me sore; to you I flee:  O God, be merciful to me! 

 

OUR CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

P:  Dearly beloved, forasmuch as we intend to come to the Holy Supper of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, it is necessary that we diligently examine and prepare ourselves, as 
St. Paul commands us.  This holy sacrament has been instituted for the special 
comfort and strengthening of those who humbly confess their sins, and promise to 
change their sinful lives. 

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto 

Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee, and 

justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry  

 for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Thy beloved son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
 
P:  I now ask you before God, who searches the heart: do you sincerely confess that 

you have sinned against God and deserve His wrath and punishment?  Then 
declare so by saying: I do confess. 

ALL:  I DO CONFESS. 
 
P:  Verily, we should confess!  The Holy Scriptures state - “If we say that we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  Do you sincerely repent of all 
your sins, sins committed in thought, word, and action?  Then declare so by 
saying, “I do repent.” 

ALL:  I DO REPENT. 
 
P:  Verily, we should repent, as did the penitent sinners - King David, who prayed for a 

contrite heart, Peter, who wept bitterly, the sinful woman, the prodigal son, and 
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others.  Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus sake, will forgive all 
your sins?  Then declare so by saying, “I do believe.” 

ALL:  I DO BELIEVE. 
 
P:  Verily, we should believe, for the Holy Scriptures declare - "God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”  Do you promise that through the help of the Holy Spirit, from 
now on you will change your sinful life?  Then declare so by saying, “I do promise.” 

ALL:  I DO PROMISE.  
 
P:  Verily we should promise, for Christ, the Lord says - ”Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.”  Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will 
receive the forgiveness of all your sins?  Then declare so by saying, “I do believe.” 

ALL:  I DO BELIEVE. 
 

THE LORD’S FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

HYMN    #306, vs 3  “Before You, God, the Judge of All” 
 

O Jesus, let your precious blood  Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
Turn not, O Lord, your guest away,  But grant that justified I may 
Go to my house at peace to be:  O God, be merciful to me! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; 

C:  and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, 

saying, 
 

P: “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

C:  Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, 
 

P:  “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  

ALL:   May the peace of the Lord’s grace always be with us! 
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HYMN   #309   “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

No hymn will be sung or music played during the distribution in order to convey the 
solemnity of that first Maundy Thursday evening.   

 

COMMUNION BLESSING   
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY HISTORY – Part 3       Matthew 26:36-46     Gethsemane 
 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 
them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to 
them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, 
if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 



 
11 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men 
keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will 
not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this 
cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying 
the same thing. 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of 
sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

 

P: This is the Word of our Lord. 

C: BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI         CW #268       “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”     Agnus Dei 
 

During the singing of the Agnus Dei, the altar is solemnly cleared, reminding us of the Lord’s 
abandonment by His disciples, and the humiliation He endured that first Maundy Thursday night 
and Good Friday morning.  After the Agnus Dei (#268) is sung, our Maundy Thursday service is 
over.  Please quietly follow the direction of the usher. 
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#314    “O Living Bread from Heaven”      
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Good Friday Service – 6:30 PM 

Easter Sunday – 6:30 AM  &  9:00 AM  
 


