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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and 
strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing 
or seeing, there are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in 
the narthex. Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 

 

What Do We Believe and Teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their entirety, 
and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what we do or 
don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very Word to all 
of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, namely through 
faith in Jesus.   
 

We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors and is 
completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who makes and 
preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and God the Holy 
Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 

If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would appreciate 
some Scriptural insight for a personal dilemma, contact Pastor Hirsch.  As members 
of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people with the Good News of Jesus!   
God bless our worship!! 

 
 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
            basement…materials provided) 
                       6:30 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS 
There’s no discrimination with God’s invitation for salvation!  NO ONE who  

comes to Him for mercy will be turned away! 
 

 
INVOCATION       
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

ALL:  We worship our triune God for the salvation He gives us.  Amen. 
 
HYMN       #255, vss 1-3     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”   
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CONFESSION of SINS 
 

P:  Dear friends, let us humbly and honestly approach God to confess our sins, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

ALL: Gracious Lord, I confess that I am naturally born to be dead in my sin.  I am 
altogether helpless for reaching eternal life in heaven.  I am guilty of faithless 
worrying and selfish pride, for pet-sins that I do over and over, and so many 
other sins I don’t even realize I do.  Because of the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, You should drive me away from Your presence 
forever by sending me to hell.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins and I plead for 
Your mercy.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION of SINS 

 
P:  Let us give all thanks and praise to our triune God!  In His great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ through faith, even when we were dead in our sins!  Hear and 
trust the promise of forgiveness which is ours through faith, as Jesus said to the 
paralyzed man and his friends in Luke chapter 5… When Jesus saw their faith, he 
said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

ALL:  We are thankful for and trust in God’s merciful promises!  Dear Lord, 
please strengthen and guide us so that we live our lives to Your glory!  Amen.  

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

P:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may not lose 

the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we do this.  Amen. 
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ALL SING       “Glory Be To God”       (melody of CW #233) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY         Spoken together. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by Your gift of grace that we come into Your 

presence and offer our faithful service. Grant that all our worship on earth may always 

be pleasing to You, and when we die, give us the fulfillment of what You have 

promised in the eternal life to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 56:1-8 
Unlike the Old Testament laws for worship which were directed to the Jews, the New 
Testament church will be "a house of prayer for all nations." By the grace of God, those 
who had been excluded from certain worship, would be free to worship in many other 
ways. 
 

1 This is what the LORD says: 

“Maintain justice  and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my 

righteousness will soon be revealed.  
2 Blessed is the one who does this—  the person who holds it fast, who keeps the 

Sabbath without desecrating it,  and keeps their hands from doing any evil.” 
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3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely exclude me 

from his people.”  

And let no eunuch complain,  “I am only a dry tree.”  
4 For this is what the LORD says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,  who choose 

what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant— 
5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better 

than sons and daughters;  

I will give them an everlasting name that will endure forever.  
6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the 

name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without 

desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy 

mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and 

sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of 

prayer for all nations.”  
8 The Sovereign LORD declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: 

“I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.” 
 
THE PSALM         Psalm 98      Let’s sing responsively! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

P:  Sing to the LORD a new song,* 

C:  for he has done marvelous things. 

 

P:  The LORD has made his salvation known* 

C:  and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
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P:  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;* 

C:  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

P:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 

C:  burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

P:  make music to the LORD with the harp,* 

C:  with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 

P:  Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 

C:  He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

THE SECOND LESSON             Romans 11:13-27 
The NewTestament Jews’ rejection of Jesus created more opportunities for 
missionaries, like Paul, to share the Gospel with Gentiles (non Jews).  God's mercy 
wants and calls all people to saving faith. 
 

13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take 

pride in my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to 

envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world, 

what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as 

firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. 
17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, 

have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive 

root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider 

this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, 

“Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were 

broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but 

tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 
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22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, 

but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will 

be cut off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able 

to graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by 

nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more 

readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 
25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you 

may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of 

the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written: 

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

 
HYMN       #452    “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 

 
 
 
SERMON MEDITATION        Matthew 15:21-28 
 

LESSONS IN PERSISTANT PATIENCE 
I.  From Jesus.  

II.  From a “dog.” 
 

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A 

Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have 

mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send 

her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

master’s table.” 
28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 

granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
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MEDITATION RESPONSE     #272    “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
 

 

 
WE DECLARE OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH     

 
I believe in one God, whom the Bible says is also three persons. 
 

I believe in the almighty Father, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His almighty power.  He gives me my lifetime so that I have the 
opportunity to hear about and believe in Jesus and His plan for my salvation. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Father’s one and only Son, who fulfilled this plan of 
salvation. Jesus reunited me and all of lost mankind to the Father through His perfect 
life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who created and strengthens my faith, and the faith of 
others, through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. 
 

I give all thanks and praise to this triune God, because I believe He has accomplished 
everything for my salvation! 
 

OFFERING    
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PRAYERS   
 

P:  Heavenly father, even in the world around us devastated by sin and torn apart by 
war, crime, and catastrophes, Your wisdom and magnificence still shines brightly 
through Your creation. 

C:  Thank You for the wonders of the created world around us that abundantly 
supplies everything to sustain our earthly lives.  Continue to provide for us 
through the wonders and miracles of the Earth around us. 

 
P:  Gracious God, as wonderful as Your creation is, You’ve blessed us with a gift that 

shows Your love and power even better than that! 
C:  Thank You for sending Your Son to be our one and only Savior from sin!  

Even though there still are many consequences of sin in our lives, give us the 
strength and patience to endure them. 

 
P:  Lord Jesus, there is nothing in this life more important than You.  Everywhere I turn 

there’s pressure and evil temptations to pursue and obtain only the selfish 
pleasures of my sinful nature. 

C:  Forgive me for all the times I’ve made the things and priorities of this world 
more important to me than You. Strengthen me by Your Spirit so that I set my 
mind on things above, and not earthly distractions. 

 
P:  Heavenly Father, I do not want to sin against You by any of my thoughts, words or 

actions, but I am not able to perfectly resist evil temptations on my own. 
C:  Strengthen me when I am weak by the power of Your Word and the promise 

of grace through Jesus.  Help me to stand firm in my Savior Jesus. 
 
P:  Dear Jesus, please hear and answer our private prayers according to Your perfect 

wisdom. 
 
Silent, personal prayer 
 
P:  Lord of all nations, we pray for our country in the face and reality of so much 

division, unrest and violence.  Lead and use us Christians as patient examples to 
others even in drastic disagreements.  Remind us that stable government is a 
blessing of peace and stability in our lives. 

C:  Be with, guide and protect our local, state and federal government leaders so 
that they make decisions which do not undermine Your Word.  Guide and 
bless our nation with the peace of Jesus which is the only source which also 
leads to earthly peace.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who has also 
taught us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven… 
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BLESSING      
 

CLOSING HYMN      #539     “In Christ There Is No East or West”   (HOTW) 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

St Paul's Giving to the Lord - General Fund, August 22/23, 2020 

Yearly 
Need 

YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$370,844.46  $51,512.75 $54,996.30 $3,483.55 $5,786.00 $7,131.64 -$1,345.64 
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Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Walt Tinius & Tammy Mancini 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Dave Nelson Miles Spreeman 

Greeters:   

Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 

Technology:    Noah Doescher Erika Paeper 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 59; Sun. 9:00 AM – 94;  Total = 153 

Sunday Bible Class –  NA; Wednesday Bible Class – 16 
 

Announcements 
 
1) Sunday Morning Bible Class -- Today, Sunday, August 30, Pastor Lindke will start 

a class covering the topic – “How We Got the Bible.”  How’d we get the books that 
we have…why we shouldn’t expect any more additions, etc.  Materials are provided. 

 
2)  PIONEER DAYS     On Saturday, September 5th (9:00 AM – 4:00 PM) St. Paul’s will 

be holding our first annual swap meet/flea market/craft show.  We will be calling it 
“Pioneer Days” as a reference to our founding families.  We will be holding it in the 
school gymnasium and playground.  We will be charging the vendors space rental 
and then we will be holding a concession stand and a raffle.  All proceeds will be 
given to the St Paul’s School tuition assistance scholarship fund to help our families 
in need pay for their tuition.  We are planning on this being an annual event so hope 
that it gets a good turnout for both vendors and attendees.  If you know of any 
vendors out there have them contact Jeff Jensen at 402-750-9009 for contract 
information.  If you would like to be a part of this and volunteer some time we need 
all kinds of help.  Talk to either Jeff Jensen, Pastor Hirsch or Gary Jackson about 
helping out. There will be lots of sitting positions, so everyone who wants to help will 
be able. 
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3)  We’re all too familiar with COVID fall-out, one of which is the isolation of folks in 
nursing homes.  The idea was brought up to share the names and birthdates of our 
shut-ins as they come about so the rest of us can write and send good old 
fashioned BD cards etc.  Here are two September BDs. 
 

Joyce Bretschneider (September 2) -- % Westside Regency Assisted Living,       
PO Box 407, Stanton, NE  68779 

LaVera Roemhildt (September 4) -- % The Meadows, 500 South 18th Street / Room 
219-2, Norfolk, NE  68701.   

 

4)  Confirmation Class for those young Christians not attending SP’s School will get 
started Wednesday, September 9 (2:30 PM) at church.  Please bring a small (1/2”) 
three-ring binder.  Everything else will be provided. 

 

5)  Our area golf-outing which raises $$ for the area schools’ tuition assistance funds, 
will be held on Sunday, September 27, 1:00 PM at Fairplay Golf Course just south 
of Norfolk.  Both business sponsor and individual participant forms/sign-ups are 
available at the Communication Center in the narthex. 

 

6)  Wednesday Morning Bible Class    We will begin a new topic this Wednesday 
(Sept. 2) as we look at the five different types of Psalms.  We will study a Psalm from 
each type.  Join us Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the church basement as we social 
distance and study the Word.  --  Pastor Schliewe 

 

7)  A NEW LOOK FOR CHOIR THIS YEAR     This year there will be a number of 
different singing opportunities available for members of St. Paul's.  Even if you have 
not been a regular choir member in the past, there is a strong potential for new 
voices to join in our limited small group ensembles this year.  There would be two 
practices before each worship performance and participation is not mandatory for the 
whole year!  If you've ever wondered what it's like to be in choir, but were concerned 
about committing for an entire year...this is the time to take a look.  Singing 
opportunities are the following small groups this year: women's treble choir, men's 
choir, and a small mixed men/women choir. Duets and solos are also available to 
do.  Please contact Mr. Brown if you would like to join any of these groups for any 
period of time this year! We would like to begin scheduling groups to sing soon!  402-
730-3278    scottbrown@stpls.com 

 
 

News from NELHS – August 2020 
 

Psalm 46:10 

“Be still, and know that I am God;  

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 

mailto:scottbrown@stpls.com
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 As we begin our 42nd year of school at Nebraska Lutheran, we cling to these comforting words 
in Psalm 46. No matter what chaos the world may be undergoing, we have peace in knowing that 
God is in control and has our path to eternity mapped out. We remind our students to slow down, 
be still, and listen to what God says to them in his Word. We remind our students to slow down, be 
still, and talk to God through prayer. We remind our students to know that God IS God - there is 
nothing God can’t do; he keeps all his promises. These reminders and comfort are for all of us.  
 We begin the 2020-2021 school year with 53 students. We had 26 seniors graduate - 17 of 
which were domestic students. We praise Jesus for the 16 freshmen. We had two international 
transfer students and one domestic transfer student. Our international numbers are at six - all from 
China. Two MLC graduate teachers were installed on August 16: Adrianna Sayles - girls’ tutor and 
Spanish teacher (one-year call, renewable); Moriah Hackbarth - math instructor. Our staff has such 
a positive attitude and is excited to not only teach our students, but to help lead them to Jesus in 
and out of the classroom daily.  
 Fall Festival Auction Change - online Nov 1-Dec 5.  Due to Coronavirus unknowns, it’s been 
decided to hold our fall auction online. We’re pushing it back later in the fall: November 1 through 
December 5 (items could be picked up if at the December 6th Christmas concert).  More 
information will be coming out to the congregations very soon.  
 Congrats, NELHS 2019-2020 VB Team - named Nebraska Volleyball Academic All-State 
Team! 
 SCRIP reminder: check out www.nelhs.org/scrip for information on SCRIP...especially for you 
Smile.Amazon.com shoppers! If you have any questions on how to support NELHS, please contact 
me at sbremer@nelhs.org.  
 Dorm Closures - Housing Needed: We have many times throughout the year when our dorms 
are closed and we need volunteers to help house our students. If you are interested in providing 
this extremely important help, please contact me at sbremer@nelhs.org. I’d like to put together a 
list of willing host-families to help fill this need throughout the year.  Dorms closures throughout 
2019-2020 include: September 5th-7th (Labor Day), Oct 10-13 (fall break), Nov 24-29 
(Thanksgiving), Dec 18-Jan 3 (Christmas Break), Feb 28-Mar 7 (Spring Break), and Mar 31-Apr 5 
(Easter).  
Upcoming Dates:  

● Sep 25: Homecoming 7pm 

● Oct 4: Fall Concert 4pm (no meal provided for our visitors this year due to COVID, sorry)  

● Oct 4: NELHS Association Meeting following the concert - RSVP info coming out soon 

(planning purposes, including something to eat!)  

● Oct 6: VB Parents’ Night 

● Oct 24: LES Volleyball Tourney  

 
Yours in Christ,   Skip Bremer  

http://www.nelhs.org/scrip
mailto:sbremer@nelhs.org
mailto:sbremer@nelhs.org
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 
Sunday, 8/30 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
    
Tuesday, 9/1 = Boards Mtg Night, 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, 9/2 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

NOON School Dismissal 
 
Thursday, 9/3 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM, church basement 
 
Saturday, 9/5 = Pioneer Days, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 
Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer 

 
Sunday, 9/6 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
COVID Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 

    
    

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Aug. 30 – Team 6:  Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,  

Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter 
Sept. 6 & Sept. 13 – Team 1:  Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,  

Bill & Sue Ulrich 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary    St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com

