
Saturday & Sunday, August 22 & 23, 2020 
The 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 
 

Office & Website: 
(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com   

 

http://www.stpls.com/
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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church  
      basement…materials provided) 
                       6:30 PM COVID Service   
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

 
We welcome all worshiping God in this Service!  

 

We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today!  If you need any help, 
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers.  Restrooms are located in the 
narthex, across from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church.  A 
cry/changing room with a live-stream is also available in that same area.. 
 
We have a two-fold mission or purpose as a congregation, with each purpose 
being equally important.  One is that we provide opportunities for current members 
to grow and be strengthened in their faiths. The other equally important purpose is 
to reach out to our community with the Good News of free forgiveness through 
Jesus!  No matter a person’s background, Jesus is THE ONLY Savior and has 
died for ALL your sins!   St. Paul’s, pastor, teachers & members, is here to share 
this message with all people. 
 
 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE THEME… 
We’re soberly reminded that the greatest gift we’ve ever been 

given, saving faith, can be lost if/when we don’t grow and 
strengthen that faith. 
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The Order of Worship:    Based on P. 38,    “Service of the Word” 
 

Hymn       #402     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Invocation 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all our sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed our guilt forever. We are his own 
dear children! May God give us strength to live according to His will. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Prayer of the Day          
 

Let us pray.   
 

Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and 
to give more than we either ask or deserve.  Pour out Your mercy on us, forgiving us all 
our sins, and answer our prayers according to Your perfect wisdom, through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   
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The First Scripture Lesson            1 Kings 19:9-18 
After the victorious face-off between the Lord and Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah thought 
that he was the last believer.  God reminds him that souls are not converted through 
mighty acts of judgment like wind, earthquake, and fire.  Rather, hearts are converted 
through the gentle whisper of the Gospel. 
 

1 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 

prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods 

deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life 

like that of one of them.” 
3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. 
 

8 …he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of 

God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 

the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, 

for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a 

fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When 

Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of 

the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 

have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 

the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of 

Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 

succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of 

Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I 

reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and 

whose mouths have not kissed him.” 
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The Verses of the Day     Colossians 2:6,7         Spoken by Pastor Schliewe. 
 

Alleluia!  6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives 
in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Second Scripture Lesson      Matthew 14:22-33 
The life of a Christian is often riddled with fears, doubts, and distractions, but even a 
"little faith" finds strength in the gracious promises of Jesus. 
 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up 

on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the 

boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 

wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the 

disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 

cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward 

Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” 
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31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he 

said, “why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who 

were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
Hymn       #532     “God Is Here!  As We His People” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



7 
 

The Sermon Meditation          Romans 8:35-39 
 

Nothing Can Separate Us From God’s Love 
 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[j] 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Confession of Faith          The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The “Offering” 
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response for ALL He has 
done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather our thank-offerings which are used 
to fund the Gospel ministries of this congregation.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors 
and guests to give toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with us!  
But if you would like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege as Christians to 
generously give to the work of our Lord!  Scan the QR code to give digitally, or offering 
plates are at the rear of church. 
 

Prayer of the Church & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28153j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155k
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Benediction   
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn      #509     “How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts” 
 

 

 

 
 

WELS Connection   
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Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 45; Sun. 9:00 AM – 115; COVID – 20 

Total = 180 
Wednesday Bible Class – 20 

 

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, August 15&16 

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$370,844.46  $45,224.65 $49,210.30 $3,985.65 $6,808.25 $7,131.64 -$323.39 
 

 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 

Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Walt Tinius & Tammy Mancini 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Joel Wiedeman Dave Nelson 

Greeters:   

Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse  

Technology:    Zach Sweigard Noah Doescher  

 

Some Announcements 
 

1) Sunday Morning Bible Class -- There will not be any Sunday Morning Bible Class 
this weekend.  Next weekend, Sunday, August 30, Pastor Lindke will start a class 
covering the topic – “How We Got the Bible.”  How’d we get the books that we 
have…why we shouldn’t expect any more additions, etc.  Materials are provided. 

 
2)  The Flowers on the Altar are in honor of Neva Winter’s 90th birthday, given by her 

family.  Thanks for sharing Winters!! 
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3)  PIONEER DAYS   On Saturday, September 5th St. Paul’s will be holding our first 
annual swap meet/flea market/craft show.  We will be calling it Pioneer Days as a 
reference to our founding families.  We will be holding it in the school gymnasium 
and playground.  We will be charging the vendors space rental and then we will be 
holding a concession stand and a raffle.  All proceeds will be given to the St Paul’s 
School tuition assistance scholarship fund to help our families in need pay for their 
tuition.  We are planning on this being an annual event so hope that it gets a good 
turnout for both vendors and attendees.  If you know of any vendors out there have 
them contact Jeff Jensen at 402-750-9009 for contract information.  If you would like 
to be a part of this and volunteer some time we need all kinds of help.  Talk to either 
Jeff Jensen, Pastor Hirsch or Gary Jackson about helping out. There will be lots of 
sitting positions, so everyone who wants to help will be able. 

 

4)  We’re all too familiar with COVID fall-out, one of which is the isolation of folks in 
nursing homes.  The idea was brought up to share the names and birthdates of our 
shut-ins as they come about so the rest of us can write and send good old fashioned 
BD cards etc.  This info is a little behind, but let’s get this started whether it’s a little 
late or not!  Della O’Gorman (August 10) – Heritage of Bel-Air, 1203 N. 13th St., 
Norfolk  //  Karen Ohlmann (August 10) – Premier Estates, 515 E. Main St., PO Box 
189, Pierce, NE  68767. 

 

6)  School COVID volunteers are needed for the upcoming school-year.  In order to 
have in-person school, MANY additional steps will have to be taken to make that 
happen.  Would you help with this??  Some of the main duties would be taking 
temps of all people coming into the school (we have several new touchless 
thermometers for this), additional cleaners/sanitizers, and lunch workers in one form 
or another (we don’t know exactly how lunch will be working).  Contact Mr. Markgraf 
with questions, or your answer - “Yes!! I’d love to help however I can!” 

 

7)  After many years of serving on our counting teams, Walter & Marian Tinius, Carol 
Wachter and Rosemary Bohn have decided to step down from their positions.  We 
would like to thank them for all of their years of service and wish them well.  This 
does leave us with an opening on our counting teams rotation.  Would you be 
interested in helping the congregation in this capacity?  It takes approximately 2 to 3 
hours to count and you are in a rotation with other teams.  You would do one month 
3 times a year so approximately 13 times a year.  It would be a great help to our 
congregation and is a very easy way to serve the Lord.  If interested, please see 
either Jeff Jensen or Pastor Hirsch about this. 

 

8)  Our area golf-outing which raises $$ for the area schools’ tuition assistance funds, 
will be held on Sunday, September 27, 1:00 PM at Fairplay Golf Course just south 
of Norfolk.  Both business sponsor and individual participant forms/sign-ups are 
available at the Communication Center in the narthex. 
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9)  Adult Choir Meeting     On Wednesday, August 26th at 7 PM, Mr. Brown will lead a 
brainstorming meeting for those interested in choir this year.  We will not perform as 
a traditional large group this season, but because of distancing and COVID 
concerns, we will explore options for performing in smaller groups throughout the 
year.  If you are still interested in participating in worship through song this year, 
please attend this meeting or contact Mr. Brown.  The meeting will take place in the 
front of church as we socially distance in the pews.  Thank you for your interest! 

 

9)  Delbert Bretschneider went home to heaven on June 19.  His Christian funeral 
service will be held on Saturday, August 29, 10:30 AM, here at church.  There won’t 
be any official visitation before the service, but folks are encouraged to do that 
privately or at the lunch opportunity after the funeral.  Due to COVID, the family also 
asks that there not be any hugging or handshakes on funeral day. 

 

SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 8/23 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
        NO BIBLE STUDY THIS MORNING   
    

Wednesday, 8/26 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 
Bible Class – Jude, 10:00 AM, church basement 
Adult Choir Mtg, 7:00 PM 

 

Saturday, 8/29 = Delbert Bretschneider Funeral, 10:30 AM @ church 
Worship Service, 6:30 PM - Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer  

 

Sunday, 8/30 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
        Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Aug. 23 & Aug. 30 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen,  

Kelly Meysenburg, Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter) 
Sept. 6 & Sept. 13 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,  

Bill & Sue Ulrich)  

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com

