
 Palm Sunday   ---   April 5, 2020 
 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2nd Ave & Main St., Hadar – (402)371-6939 

 

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran 
Church 

502 N. 37th St, Norfolk – (402)379-1846 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
600 Nutmeg, Stanton – (402)439-2288 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 
Office & Website:     (402)371-1233     

www.stpls.com  
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
212 W. 4th St., Hoskins – (402)565-4527 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Worship Theme This Morning: 

We gather at the beginning of Holy Week to celebrate 
and remember how Jesus came to Jerusalem to willingly 

offer himself as the sacrifice for our sins. 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Invocation 
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P: We begin our Palm Sunday, celebrating and praising the 
name of our triune God, God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit.   

ALL: WE WORSHIP THIS ONE TRUE GOD!  WE WORSHIP 
HIM BECAUSE HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED EVERYTHING 
FOR OUR SALVATION! 

 

P: We are truly blessed to have our triune God present with us 
this morning, and we are blessed to be able to join together 
in worshiping His holy name! 

ALL: JESUS SAID IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 18 VERSE 20 - 
“For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.”  O triune God, please accept our 
humble praise! 

 

P:  Dear friends in Christ, for the past five weeks of this Lenten 
Season, we’ve been preparing for the fulfillment of our 
gracious God’s plan of salvation. 

ALL:  Today we come together to begin the solemn worship 
of Holy Week.  Jesus humbly entered Jerusalem to 
complete His work as our Messiah, to suffer, to finish 
His holy life and die, and to rise again. 

 

P:  “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
ALL:  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

The Opening Hymn    #130   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
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The Confession And Forgiveness Of Our Sins 
 

P:  Lord Jesus, Your arrival in Jerusalem was welcomed with a 
show of palms and shouts of praise.  Yet so soon You were 
abandoned.  Even Your closest friends left Your side. 

ALL:  Lord Jesus, we confess that we too make a joyful 
noise at Your coming, but too often we turn our backs on 
You from selfish temptations and in hard times. 

 

P:  O Lord, we often hypocritically serve You with only our lips 
and empty words instead of with our whole lives. 

ALL:  We say that we’ll follow You wherever you go, but too 
often we do not.  Instead, like Peter, too often we deny 
even knowing You.  Too often we try to fit in with the 
faithless crowd around us.  Too often we avoid risking 
ourselves for Your sake and for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

P:  Forgive us God for our timid and faltering faith. 
ALL:  Forgive us Lord for our sinful parts in nailing You to 

the cross to suffer and die. 
 

................ silent personal confession............... 
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P:  Lord have mercy on me. 
 

C:  Christ have mercy me. 
 

P:  Lord have mercy on us. 
 

God gives each of us His personal promise - "Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  We have 
nothing to fear, since Jesus has redeemed us.  Our sins are 
forgiven through His sacrifice and death!  Let us now live our 
lives in keeping with that repentance.  Let us pray. 

 

ALL: We praise You, O God, for the great acts of love by 
which You have redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  As He was adored by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palms in His path, so may we 
always hail Him as our King and follow Him with perfect 
confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn     #307     “Wondrous Are Your Ways, O God” 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

 
P:  We have good reason to rejoice and sing “Hosannas!”  Jesus 

entered Jerusalem for one purpose: to suffer and die for the 
sins of the world, for your sins and mine!  He came to save!! 

ALL:  And save me He did, not because of anything I have 
done to make God happy, but only because of His love 
and mercy for me and all sinners! 

 
P:  God gives each of us His personal promise - "Though your 

sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  We have 
nothing to fear, since Jesus has redeemed us.  Our sins our 
forgiven through His sacrifice and death!  Let us now live our 
lives in keeping with that repentance.  Let us pray. 

ALL:  We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by 
which You have redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  As He was praised by those who scattered their 
garments and palm branches in His path, so may we 
always hail Him as our King and follow Him with perfect 
confidence; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn   #239, vss 1&2   “Glory Be to God the Father” 
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The Palm Sunday Old Testament Lesson      Zechariah 9:9,10 
Zechariah prophecies about Jesus humble entrance to Jerusalem 
some 500 years before it happened.  Jesus came to bring peace 
between a holy God and sinful mankind. 
 

Led by Pastor Rodney Rixe, Trinity LC, Hoskins 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

ALL SING:    #8, vss 1&4    “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come” 
 

 
  4   Hail,      ho  -  san  -  na,     Dav  -  id’s     Son!       Help,     Lord;   hear   our 

 
 sup  -  pli    -   ca    -  tion!       Let      your   king  - dom,   scep - ter,   crown 

 
        Bring     us     bless - ing    and      sal  -  va  -  tion      That      for   -  ev   -  er 

 
         we     may  sing          Hail,     ho   -   san   -   na!      to        our      King. 
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The Palm Sunday Epistle Lesson       Philippians 2:5-11 
Missionary Paul discusses the life and work of Jesus.  
EVERYTHING that Jesus was and did centered around the fact of 
His humiliation, which is the pattern for us to follow as we deal 
with those around us. 
 

5  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
6 Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped,  
7 but made himself nothing,  

taking the very nature of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to death—  

even death on a cross!  
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  
 

P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

ALL SING:     #351     “Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus”    
 

 
             4  Wor - ship,  hon  -  or,    pow’r,  and    bless - ing    You     are  wor – thy 

 
             to        re  -  ceive;    Loud - est      prais - es,        with -  out      ceas  -  ing, 

 
            Right   it      is     for     us       to    give,     Help   O    bright  an  -  gel  -  ic 
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            spir  -  its,   All       your   no  -  blest    an  -  thems raise;    Help   to     sing 

 
            our     Sav  -  ior’s mer  - its;     Help   to     chant   Im  -  man - uel’s  praise. 

 

The Palm Sunday Gospel Lesson     Matthew 21:1-11 
You’d never guess by just looking at the outside that Jesus was 
anything special.  Even though the crowd was shouting His 
praises, Jesus continues to show His humility and His resolve in 
carrying out His Father’s plan of salvation. 
 

1  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on 

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 

“Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a 

donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring 

them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the 

Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the 

prophet:  
5 “Say to the Daughter of Zion,  

‘See, your king comes to you,  

gentle and riding on a donkey,  

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 

They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on 

them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him 

and those that followed shouted,  

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!”  
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 

and asked, “Who is this?”  
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 

Nazareth in Galilee.”  
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P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

ALL SING:  #702  “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 

 
                    4  His        is           no   earth      -      ly        king      -      dom;       It 

 
             comes   from  heav’n    a    -    bove.          His        rule     is   peace       and 

 
             free      -       dom     And       jus    -    tice,     truth,      and       love. 

 
            So         let      your   praise    be       sound   -     ing      For      kind  -  ness 

 
              so             a    -     bound        -      ing:      Ho  -  san  -   na    to             the  

 
 
The Public Declaration of Our Saving Faith     Spoken by all!! 
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, one with 
the Father from all eternity.  In the course of time, He took a 
complete, yet sinless, human nature to himself when He was 
conceived as a holy child in the Virgin Mary through a miracle of 
the Holy Spirit.  God’s angel testified, “What is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit”.  Jesus Christ is unique, for in Him, both  
the divine and human natures are inseparably united in one 
person, the holy God-man. 
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We believe that Jesus at all times possessed the fullness of the 
Deity with all holy power, wisdom, and glory.  His divinity was 
evident when He performed miracles.  But while He lived on 
earth, He took on the form of a servant, humbling himself by 
laying aside the continuous, full display and use of His divine 
characteristics.  During His life, He lived as a man among sinful 
people, endured suffering, and humbled himself to the shameful 
death on the cross.   
 
We believe that as part of His exaltation, Jesus descended into 
hell to proclaim His victory over Satan.  We believe that He rose 
again from the grave with a glorified body, ascended into 
heaven, and is exalted to rule with power over the world, to rule 
with grace in His church, and to rule with glory for all eternity. 
 

We believe that Jesus lived a holy life, died an innocent death 
and rose on the third day for our salvation, and because of this, 
we thank and praise our gracious God! 

 
Our Responsive Palm Sunday Prayer        Please stand!! 
 

P:  Lord Jesus, You are the King of heaven and earth.  We join 
the first Palm Sunday worshipers in praising and glorifying 
You for coming to be our savior. 

C:  Throughout your entire life You humbled yourself…born 
in Bethlehem, living a life of humble service, riding to 
Your execution on a donkey, and dying on a cross. 

 
P:  We praise You for being obedient to death, even death on a 

cross, to redeem us from our sin. 
C:  Guard and keep us all in the one saving faith.  Lord we 

pray…keep us faithful in Your Word and strengthen us to 
show and live our faith to those around us! 

 
P:  Move us to confess You before others as our Lord and 

Savior.  Bless our congregation to move forward with the 
Gospel, united under Your love and forgiveness. 

C:  Use all of us to assure those around us of Your love for 
all people.  Give me wisdom and confidence to share my 
faith with those people around me who have drifted away 
from faith, or those who have never known about Your 
grace and mercy. 



 11 

P:  Bless the nations of the world with wise rulers and good 
governments.  Be with our local, state and national leaders so 
that they make decisions which are beneficial to us and give 
glory to Your kingdom. 

C:  Be with our soldiers and personnel who are serving 
overseas, as well as our synod’s missionaries and their 
families.  Keep them safe in Your all-powerful hands, and 
use them as Your faithful missionaries in so many non-
Christian settings. 

 
P:  We also ask for Your presence and blessings here in our own 

country.  Give success to the businesses and industries of our 
country which serve for the common good.  Cause all 
employers to be honest and fair-minded, and all employees to 
be diligent and faithful. 

C:  Look with favor on all our schools in both our synod and 
communities.  Be with and bless both those who teach 
and learn about the wonders and glories of Your 
incredible universe.  Comfort the sick and the troubled 
with the assurance of Your care and protection.  Hear us 
Lord as we bring You our private prayers of personal 
requests and thanks. 

 
Silent personal prayer 

 
P:  Dear Savior, as we walk with You this week toward Your 

death on Calvary, keep us focused on Your purpose for 
coming into this world, and on our calling to spread this 
wonderful message of salvation.   

ALL:  Dear Jesus, hear and answer us according to Your 
gracious and perfect wisdom.  We ask for these and all 
things in Your holy name, because You have also taught 
us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven… 

 
Closing Dialogue 
 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  
C:  And his mercy endures forever.  
 
P:  Let us pray. 
ALL:  Blessed Savior, we ask that You conquer our 

indifference, stubbornness, and hypocrisy through the 



 12 

power of Your holy Gospel.  Fill our lives and actions 
with “Hosannas” that come from faithful hearts.  Accept 
our praises now, and at the end of days when You return 
as the King of Glory.  Bless us and our congregation as 
we prepare our hearts for another Holy Week.  In Your 
name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn     #133  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 
 
 

 

 

 


