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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and 
strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing 
or seeing, there are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in 
the narthex. Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 

 

What Do We Believe and Teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their entirety, 
and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what we do or 
don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very Word to all 
of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, namely through 
faith in Jesus.   
 

We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors and is 
completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who makes and 
preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and God the Holy 
Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 

If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would appreciate 
some Scriptural insight for a personal dilemma, contact Pastor Hirsch.  As members 
of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people with the Good News of Jesus!   
God bless our worship!! 

 
 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:   6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:   9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class (in church    
            basement…materials provided) 
                       6:30 PM COVID Service  (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month) 
     
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement…bring your  
                               own Bible!) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

Our heavenly Father has gone all-out to give us lasting peace and joy in our lives!  
He’s spared no expense in preparing the feast of salvation! 

 

 

 

INVOCATION       
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

ALL:  We worship our triune God for the salvation He gives us.  Amen. 
 
HYMN       #533     “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” 
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CONFESSION of SINS 
 

P:  Dear friends, let us humbly and honestly approach God to confess our sins, asking 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

ALL: Gracious Lord, I confess that I am naturally born to be dead in my sin.  I am 
altogether helpless for reaching eternal life in heaven.  I am guilty of faithless 
worrying and selfish pride, for pet-sins that I do over and over, and so many 
other sins I don’t even realize I do.  Because of the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do, You should drive me away from Your presence 
forever by sending me to hell.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins and I plead for 
Your mercy.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION of SINS 

 
P:  Let us give all thanks and praise to our triune God!  In His great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ through faith, even when we were dead in our sins!  Hear and 
trust the promise of forgiveness which is ours through faith, as Jesus said to the 
paralyzed man and his friends in Luke chapter 5… When Jesus saw their faith, he 
said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

ALL:  We are thankful for and trust in God’s merciful promises!  Dear Lord, 
please strengthen and guide us so that we live our lives to Your glory!  Amen.  

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

P:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may not lose 

the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we do this.  Amen. 
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ALL SING       “Glory Be To God”       (melody of CW #233) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY         Spoken together. 
 

O merciful and gracious God, give the peace and pardon to Your faithful people which 
only comes from Your Word, so that we may be cleansed from all our sins, and serve 
You with a comforted conscience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON           Isaiah 25:6-9 
Only the best is served at the eternal feast of the Lord Almighty. Death, tears, and 
persecution are things of the past! 
 

6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines.   
7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 

covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever.   

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his 

people’s disgrace from all the earth. 

The LORD has spoken. 
9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him;  let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 
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THE PSALM         Psalm 46          We’ll sing the Psalm together.  

 

 
 

 

 
God is our refuge and strength,* 

an ever-present help in trouble. 
 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way* 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
 
though its waters roar and foam* 

and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,* 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
 
God is within her, she will not fall;* 

God will help her at break of day. 
 
“Be still, and know that I am God;* 

I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
REFRAIN 
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THE SECOND LESSON             Philippians 4:1,4-13 
While in prison, literally, Paul invites Christians to rejoice with him because "The Lord is 
near."   We can be and are to be content in every situation. 
 

1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or 

heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with 

you. 
10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for 

me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not 

saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 

hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives 

me strength. 
 
HYMN       #10     “The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us”        P. 11 of this service folder. 

 
SERMON MEDITATION        Matthew 21:45-22:10 
 

JESUS’ WEDDING INVITATIONS 
I. THY will be done…    

II. not, MY will be done. 
 

21:45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he 

was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of 

the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 
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22:1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who 

had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that 

I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and 

everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 

business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was 

enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 

did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone 

you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they 

could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 

 

MEDITATION RESPONSE     #272    “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
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WE DECLARE OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH     
 
I believe in one God, whom the Bible says is also three persons. 
 

I believe in the almighty Father, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His almighty power.  He gives me my lifetime so that I have the 
opportunity to hear about and believe in Jesus and His plan for my salvation. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Father’s one and only Son, who fulfilled this plan of 
salvation. Jesus reunited me and all of lost mankind to the Father through His perfect 
life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who created and strengthens my faith, and the faith of 
others, through the power of the Gospel used in Word and Sacraments. 
 

I give all thanks and praise to this triune God, because I believe He has accomplished 
everything for my salvation! 

 
OFFERING    
 

Our financial offerings are one way we give back to God in response for ALL He 
has done for us!  As members of St. Paul’s, we gather our thank-offerings which 
are used to fund the operations of this congregation, our Christian high school – 
Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School, and the work of our Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  We don’t expect or ask our visitors and guests to give 
toward this offering since it is our pleasure just to have you with us!  But if you would 
like to, please feel free.  It is our joy and privilege as Christians to generously give 
to the work of our Lord!  Scan the QR code to give digitally, or offering plates are 
at the rear of church. 

 

PRAYERS   
 

P:  Heavenly father, even in the world around us devastated by sin and torn apart by 
war, crime, and catastrophes, Your wisdom and glory still shines brightly through 
Your creation. 

C:  Thank You for the wonders of the created world around us that abundantly 
supplies everything to sustain our earthly lives.  Continue to provide for us 
through the wonders and miracles of the Earth around us. 

 
P:  Gracious God, as wonderful as Your creation is, You’ve blessed us with a gift that 

shows Your love and power even better than that! 
C:  Thank You for sending Your Son to be our one and only Savior from sin!  

Even though there still are many consequences of sin in our lives, give us the 
strength and patience to endure them. 



10 

 
P:  Lord Jesus, there is nothing in this life more important than You.  Everywhere I turn 

there’s pressure and evil temptations to pursue and obtain only the selfish 
pleasures of my sinful nature. 

C:  Forgive me for all the times I’ve made the things and priorities of this world 
more important to me than You. Strengthen me by Your Spirit so that I set my 
mind on things above, and not earthly distractions. 

 
P:  Heavenly Father, I do not want to sin against You by any of my thoughts, words or 

actions, but I am not able to perfectly resist evil temptations on my own. 
C:  Strengthen me when I am weak by the power of Your Word and the promise 

of grace through Jesus.  Help me to stand firm in my Savior Jesus. 
 
P:  Dear Jesus, please hear and answer our private prayers according to Your perfect 

wisdom. 
 

Silent, personal prayer 
 
P:  Lord of all nations, we pray for our country in the face and reality of so much 

division, unrest and violence.  Lead and use us Christians as patient examples to 
others even in drastic disagreements.  Remind us that stable government is a 
blessing of peace and stability in our lives. 

C:  Be with, guide and protect our local, state and federal government leaders so 
that they make decisions which do not undermine Your Word.  Guide and 
bless our nation with the peace of Jesus which is the only source which also 
leads to earthly peace.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who has also 
taught us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING      
 

CLOSING HYMN      #203     “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”     HOTW 
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#10   “The Bridegroom Soon will Call Us” 
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A couple of COVID Reminders… 
+  Please wait to leave your pew at the direction of the usher. 
+  As you leave the sanctuary and go to Bible Class or your vehicle, please do 

not bunch up in the mailbox area, but leave a clear corridor to the exits. 
 

 
 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer    

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Gary Lingenfelter & Walt Tinius 

Television Broadcast Technician:  Chad Moyer 

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Miles Spreeman Ron Kraemer 

Greeters:    

Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse Gary Johnson & Don Lau 

Technology:    Josephine Moyer Zach Sweigard 

 

 

 

Worshiping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 79; Sun. 9:00 AM – 100; COVID Service – 13;  

Total = 192 
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Some Announcements 
 

1)  The next congregational/voters’ meeting is scheduled for this morning, Sunday, 
October 25, starting about 10:15 AM in the church basement.  The effort is being 
made to make this congregational meeting opportunity as conducive as possible for all 
members to attend and participate with information being shared.  If/when it comes 
time for some final decisions, the voting members will take up that responsibility. 

 

2)  November Meeting Change:     The Trustees, Board of Ed and Elders usually meet 
on the 1st Tuesday evening of the month, but in November the boards are meeting 
on the 2nd Tuesday, November 10, 6:00 PM.  The Executive council will still meet on 
Tuesday, November 17, 6:00 PM (the 3rd Tuesday). 

 

3)  Due to extenuating COVID circumstances, the regular joint Area Reformation 
Service is being cancelled this year.  As a congregation, we’ll be doing our 
Reformation focus on the weekend of October 31/November 1…next weekend! 

 
 

4)  Our “Trunk or Treat” is POSTPONED FOR ONE WEEK…TRUNK OR TREATING 
ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1!! 

 

 

5)  Berklee Elaine Webb (DoB = 10/1) will be (has been) baptized on Saturday, October 
24.  Berklee is the new daughter of Justin & Debbie…new sister to Easton, Ava & 
Croix!!  God’s blessings to Berklee and the Webbs as the family of St. Paul’s works 
together to grow in His grace and faith until we get home!! 

 

6)  NELHS  ONLINE Fall Auction:  November 1–28        We’ll be hosting our annual 
Fall Auction a bit differently this year due to COVID and will be hosting the event 
all online. Bidding for the event will start November 1 and continue through 
November 28. There will still be many AWESOME items to bid on. Please keep an 
eye on our website for more information and how you can help support the Christian 
education that Nebraska Lutheran has been providing for 41 years. Please contact 
Mandy at mwellman@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236 with any questions or concerns.  
All Items will be online…easy access to all Items…easy pick up…help Support 
NELHS…in-person or over-the-phone-help with bidding registration. All proceeds will 
go to new cafeteria tables and equipment. 

 

7)  Pastry Puffin Fundraiser     Once again, the school children are taking orders for 
Wyhe’s Choice Pastry Puffins as part of our annual fundraiser.  Contact the student 
of your choice, or call the office (371-1233) & place your order.  We ask that all 
orders be paid in advance.  If you prefer to order online, you can have the student of 
your choice email you a link that you can use to order & pay online.  Thanks for 
supporting our St. Paul’s Lutheran Elementary School!  

 

mailto:mwellman@nelhs.org
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8)  The first Womens’ Bible Study, led by Miss Lindemann & Mrs. Markgraf, is being 
planned to get started on Monday, November 2, 6:30 @ church.  Initially there’ll be 
a short study, but then also some brainstorming to determine future details…topics 
and time etc. 

 

9)   A reminder to the Worship Committee that we’re getting together on Thursday, 
November 5 at 4:00 PM to brainstorm TG service ideas. 

 

10)  The Mens’ Choir has practice again this week on Wednesday, 10/28, 7:00 PM in 
the church. 

 

11)  The Fellowship Group, which had been scheduled to start meeting again here in 
the month of October, also is postponing until sometime in January.  Information for 
this will be upcoming. 

 

12)  To hopefully help some of our Christian brothers and sisters as they’re literally shut-
in thru this COVID episode, we’re sharing birthdays and addresses for us to give 
some attention, cards, and Christian encouragement. 

 

Brenda Anderson (BD = 11/7):  2600 Westside Plaza Dr. – Apt. 121, Norfolk 
Ruth Uecker (BD = 11/23): The Meadows, 500 S. 18th St. – Room E7, Norfolk 

 
 
 
 

I could not find Jesus, but he found me       2020/10/22 

 
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus is the name of an autobiography written by a Muslim who used to be an ardent 
defender of Islam. While we do not agree with all of the writer’s theology, the book describes how Nabeel 
Quereshi became a believer in Jesus and an evangelist to Muslims. The title of Nabeel’s book could be 
used for another Muslim man who has become my friend. 
 
*Names changed for security reasons* 
 
Habib attended a madrassah (a Muslim school of learning) for three years. He shared with me: 
 
“I never stopped reading the Koran (the holy book of Islam). One day I read surah 19 (the word for chapter 
in the Koran) ayah 21 (the word for verse) called Maryam (the Muslim name for Mary). I learned that Issa 
(the Muslim name for Jesus) was born of a virgin and that he came to this world for the people. When I read 
this, I was overwhelmed. I wanted to learn more about Jesus. My teacher told me, ‘You don’t need to know 
about Jesus. Learn about Mohammed. Jesus came for the Israelites, not you.’ In spite of his warning, I read 
more and more. 
 

https://wels.net/i-could-not-find-jesus-but-he-found-me/
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The Imam at my mosque called me and asked, ‘Why don’t you come to the prayer times? You used to sing 
the verses of the Koran for everyone to hear. I heard you became a Christian.’ Shortly after that I went to the 
barbershop in my village and the barber told me, ‘Everyone is complaining about you. They say you do not 
pray (Muslims have five daily calls to prayer). You do not read the Koran.’ My barber was sympathetic and 
told me to go to the Catholic church. When I entered the Catholic church, a man confronted me and said, 
‘What are you doing here? Muslims are not allowed inside our church. Go to the mosque.’ I told him, ‘I am a 
Christian.’ He said, ‘We do not share Jesus with Muslim people.’ I did not know what to do. 
 

Soon I met a humble Christian brother who gave me a Bible. I read the Bible day and night. I felt it was 
written for me. I also became part of a small group of Christians and was baptized. Then I learned that the 
imam at my mosque—and the village elders—made a sharia (“law”) judgment against me. They summoned 
me to a meeting. They said, ‘If you do not renounce Christianity and return to Islam, we will kick you out of 
the village.’ I remembered Jesus’ words, ‘Whoever denies me before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father in heaven’ (Matthew 10:33). I told the imam and the village elders, ‘Yes, I am a Christian. I will never 
leave Jesus. I will never leave this truth.’ 
 

They isolated my family from the rest of the community. My father went to the mosque for the daily calls to 
prayer, but they would not let him enter the mosque. They told him, ‘You cannot enter the mosque, because 
your son is a Christian.’ This upset my father very much. He began to beat me and told me I must become a 
Muslim again. I could not live with my parents so I had to find a way to make a living. I started a study circle 
and became an academic coach. This was going well until people told the parents of my students that I was 
a Christian. The parents stopped sending their children. I had no job. Finally I found work at a fish market 
where I brought water in buckets to splash on the fish. 
 

Only my mother would talk to me. I shared the gospel with her—and in time she became a Christian. My 
father became angry with her and deserted her. She was alone and the people in our village began to 
persecute her. Now I care for my mother. She cooks meals for me. We pray that one day my father will 
become a Christian too. 
 

God opened the door for me to study at a Bible school. We are working with this Bible school to teach 
students and to prepare them to be evangelists. I never had such in-depth learning. It was profound. Now I 
am sharing the gospel in a new area. I am thankful for the bike I was given. I ride this bicycle to six villages 
where we tell the people about Jesus. We are 
starting churches in these communities. 

 

Against impossible odds I became a Christian. I 
was in a madrassah and never stopped reading 
the Koran. I could not find Jesus, but he found 
me. Now I want the whole world to know about 
Jesus.” 
 
Written by WELS’ friendly counselor to  
South Asia 
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 10/25 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Congregational Meeting, 10:15 AM 
Trunk or Treat, POSTPONED UNTIL 11/1!!! 

          
Wednesday, 10/28 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Public School Confirmation Class, 2:30 PM 
Men’s Choir Practice, 7:00 PM @ church 

 
Thursday, 10/29 = NO School (Parent / Teacher Conference) 
 
Friday, 10/30 = NO School (Faculty In-Service) 
 
Saturday, 10/31 = Worship w/ Communion, 6:30 PM    Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 
 
Sunday, 11/1 = Worship w/ Communion, 9:00 AM 

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
COVID Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM 

 

    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Oct. 25 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  

John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, Marlin & JoAnn Winter) 
Nov. 1 & Nov. 8 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger, 

Shannon Spreeman) 
 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary    St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
mailto:amarkgraf@stpls.com
http://www.stpls.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com

