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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and strengthens 
your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing or seeing, there 
are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in the narthex. 

Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 
 

What do we believe and teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their 
entirety, and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what 
we do or don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very 
Word to all of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, 
namely through faith in Jesus.   
 
We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors 
and is completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who 
makes and preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and 
God the Holy Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 
If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would 
appreciate some Scriptural insight or comfort for a personal dilemma, contact 
Pastor Hirsch.  As members of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people 
with the Good News of Jesus!   God bless our worship!! 
 
 

 

A personal prayer before worship: 
 

Gracious Lord, may the thoughts of my heart be pure and focused on Your 
salvation as I am a guest here in Your house.  May the words of my mouth be 
sincere as I sing Your praises.  May the actions of my life follow Your will and 
commands, flowing from a heart filled with repentance and love for You and all 
those around me.  Bless our worship service, and guard and direct me all this 
week as I live my life for You.  Amen. 
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TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

The Lamb of God, Jesus, takes away ALL the sin of ALL people.  Any 
person takes advantage of this through God’s gift of faith! 

 

 

INVOCATION       
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  We worship our triune God for the salvation He gives us.  Amen. 
 
HYMN       #353     “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”      School HoD 
 
CONFESSION of SINS 
 

P:  Dear friends, let us humbly and honestly approach God to confess our sins, 
asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

ALL: Gracious Lord, I confess that I am naturally born to be dead in my sin.  I 
am altogether helpless for reaching eternal life in heaven.  I am guilty of 
faithless worrying and selfish pride, for pet-sins that I do over and over, 
and so many other sins I don’t even realize I do.  Because of the evil I have 
done and the good I have failed to do, You should drive me away from Your 
presence forever by sending me to hell.  O Lord, I am sorry for my sins and 
I plead for Your mercy.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION of SINS 

 
P:  Let us give all thanks and praise to our triune God!  In His great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ through faith, even when we were dead in our sins!  
Hear and trust the promise of forgiveness which is ours through faith, as 
Jesus said to the paralyzed man and his friends in Luke chapter 5… When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." 

ALL:  We are thankful for and trust in God’s merciful promises!  Dear Lord, 
please strengthen and guide us so that we live our lives to Your glory!  
Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

P:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from 
You all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who 

are lost in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
P: For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may 

not lose the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O 
Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we do this.  Amen. 

 
ALL SING       “Glory Be To God”       (melody of CW #233) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     Spoken with the pastor. 
 

Almighty God, we know that by ourselves we have no power to defend 

ourselves against Satan’s evil attacks. Through the power of Your Word, guard 

and keep us safe from Satan’s evil temptations that come from both our own 

sinful natures as well as from the people and world around us;  through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE FIRST LESSON           Genesis 12:1-8 
By God’s grace alone, Abram's faith led him to leave his homeland and cling to 
God's promise. Wherever he wandered, Abram's faith led him to continually 
worship his God. 
 

1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s 

household and go to the land I will show you.  
2  “I will make you into a great nation  

and I will bless you;  

I will make your name great,  

and you will be a blessing.  
3  I will bless those who bless you,  

and whoever curses you I will curse;  

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  
4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew 

Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in 

Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 

Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram 

and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the 

LORD, who had appeared to him.  
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 

Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on 

the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.  
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THE PSALM      Psalm 42-43         Let’s sing the Psalm responsively. 
 

 
 

 
 

P:  As the deer pants for streams of water,* 

C:  so my soul pants for you, O God. 
 

P:  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.* 

C:  Where can I go and meet with God? 
 

P:  Why are you downcast, O my soul?* 

C:  Why so disturbed within me? 
 

P:  Put your hope in God,* 

C:  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

P:  Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;* 

C:  let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 
 

P:  Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.* 

C:  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 
 

ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 
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THE SECOND LESSON             Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
Abraham's faith is an example for all believers.  By faith, we become children of 
God, and heirs to the wonderful promise God made to Abraham and fulfilled in 
his Son, Jesus. 
 

1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 

If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 

before God. 3 What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited 

to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an 

obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 

wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.  

13 It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that 

he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For 

if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15 

because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.  
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to 

those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I 

have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom 

he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though 

they were.  

 
HYMN       #283     “Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening” 
 
SERMON MEDITATION        John 4:5-26 
 

GOOD OL’ H2O 
I. We have a parching thirst… 

II.  …quenched in only one way. 
 

5 [Jesus] came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the 

plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well 

was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down 

by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said 

to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  
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9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 

How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 

Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave 

us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”  
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 

whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 

become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 

have to keep coming here to draw water.”  
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”  
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.  

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, 

you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you 

have just said is quite true.”  
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped 

on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 

Jerusalem.”  
21 Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you 

do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time 

is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he 

comes, he will explain everything to us.”  
26 Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”  

 
WE DECLARE OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH     

 
I believe in one God, whom the Bible says is also three persons. 
 
I believe in the almighty Father, who made the universe and all it contains, and 
sustains it with His almighty power.  He gives me my lifetime so that I have the 
opportunity to hear about and believe in Jesus and His plan for my salvation. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, the Father’s one and only Son, who fulfilled this plan 
of salvation. Jesus reunited me and all of lost mankind to the Father through 
His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who created and strengthens my faith, and the 
faith of others, through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. 
 

I give all thanks and praise to this triune God, because I believe He has 
accomplished everything for my salvation! 
 

OFFERING    
 

PRAYERS 
 

BLESSING     
 

CLOSING HYMN    #289   “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”  
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Serving the Lord 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 

Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl   

Radio Broadcaster(s):  Ron Kraemer & Tammy Mancini  

Television Broadcast Technician:  Darol Dusseau; Laurie Jackson  

 On Duty This Week: On Duty Next Week: 

Elder:  Chad Moyer Gary Bretschneider 

Greeters: 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.  

 

Lent 6:30 p.m.  

 

Dennis & Barb Brandt 

Josh & Kristina Calhoon & Lily 

 

Ron & Sherry Kraemer   

 

Leonard & Kathy Janovec 

Mike & McKinzie Paulsen 

          & Benjamin  

Vera Miller & John  

Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson  

Technology:    Josephine Moyer Kanyon Anderson  
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Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 71; Sun. 9:00 AM – 168;  Total = 239 

Sunday Bible Class –  39; Wednesday Bible Class – 18 
Wednesday Lent Attendance: 149;   Worship Visitors: 20 

 
St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord – General Fund, February 29th & March 1st   

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 

vs 

Offerings 

Last 

Week 

Received 

Weekly 

Need 
Difference 

$349,898.00 $238,553.41 $251,615.59 $13,062.18 $8,473.00 $6,157.02 $2,315.98 

 
 

Announcements 
 

1)  SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING   Please be aware that a special voters’ meeting 
is planned for Sunday, March 15, 10:30 AM, to discuss and decide on the 
proposal to call another full-time teacher who would do some teaching at 
school and also some hybrid “family ministry” connected with both church 
and school.  Any and all members of St. Paul’s are encouraged to attend, 
hear information, and share thoughts and ideas.   

 

2)  Another Blood Drive will be held at St. Paul’s Church on Monday, March 23, 
from 12:00-6:00 PM.  Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org or talk to Gary 
Jackson or Carol Wachter.   

 

3)  Wednesday Lent Service    Pastor Jason Schulz from St. John’s, Stanton will 
be here this week.  The Wednesday Lenten evening starts at 5:00 with a light 
supper served by the Fellowship Group (Raising Cane’s chicken!!) down in 
the basement, with the service starting at 6:30.  Come and enjoy some 
fellowship with one another over some food and God’s Word!   

 

4)  Sunday AM Bible Class    This morning (3/8) we’re starting our review of 
Luther’s Small Catechism, reviewing some foundational doctrinal truths 
about Scripture (Law & Gospel) before we get into the specifics of the 
Catechism. Please join us for some coffee, donuts and Scripture! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


11 

5)  St. Paul's is once again taking part in delivering "Meals on Wheels" to 
community shut-ins.  We will be delivering meals for three weeks starting 
March 16 - April 3.  Any amount of time is appreciated. There is a sign-up sheet 
at the church Communication Center or call Kathy Janovec at (402)649-8944. 
Thank you so much for your willingness to help! 

 

6)  Wednesday Morning Bible Class     This Wednesday morning (3/11) is the last 
chance to see the area of the ministry of Jesus around the Sea of Galilee at 
our Wednesday Bible Class  10:00 a.m.  Pastor & Carol Schliewe are showing 
pix from their trip to Israel.  Join us in the church basement. All are 
welcome. 

 

7)  Piano/Instrumental Recital invitation for March 19th     The music students of 
Mrs. Aaburg, Mrs. Pufahl, and Mr. Brown will be putting on a joint music 
recital to demonstrate their newfound musical abilities!  You are all invited to 
come and encourage our young students in their love of music!  The recital 
will be held on Thursday, March 19th at 6pm here in the church.  Students 
will perform piano and band instrument selections in solos or small 
groups.  Also on display that evening will be Science projects in the church 
entryway from students in grades 3-8, several of which will be chosen to 
represent our school at the Science & Arts Fair at NELHS.  See you there! 

 

8)  Art Show:  During the month of March a number of art projects from our 
school’s K-8th graders will be displayed in an art show at the Norfolk Arts 
Center, 305 N. 5th St.  Stop in and see some creative work!  It’s free! :) 

 

9)  Box Tops for Education:  We just mailed in our labels; our school will be 
receiving over $180.00 this spring.  Please continue to clip and save Box Top 
labels from various products, or scan your receipt to the Box Top app.  Thank 
you for your support! 

 

10)  On Thursday & Friday, March 26&27 (1:30-3:30 PM) a Kindergarten Roundup 
is planned so that future kindergarteners, and/or potential kindergarteners, 
can meet one another, and do some Kindergarten things together!  Parents, 
if you’d like more information, or have questions about this roundup, or about 
St. Paul’s Kindergarten in general, please don’t hesitate to communicate with 
the primary Kindergarten resource, Mrs. Paulsen herself!  
mckinziepaulsen@stpls.com – (920)285-9128. 

mailto:mckinziepaulsen@stpls.com
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SOME CHURCH FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 3/8 =  Worship Service, 9:00 AM 
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Sunday School, 10:15 AM 

 

Wednesday, 3/11 = All-School Chapel, 8:30 AM 
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
Lent Supper, 5:00 PM 
Lent Service, 6:30 PM   Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer  

Adult Choir, 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday, 3/14 = Worship Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM  
Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman  

 

Sunday, 3/15 =  Worship Service w/Holy Communion, 9:00 AM 
Fellowship Coffee, 10:15 AM 

Hosts & Hostesses:  Pastor & Carol Schliewe; JoAnn Grebe 

Sunday School, 10:15 AM 
Special Voters’ Mtg., 10:30 AM 

 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Mar. 8 & Mar. 15 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg, 

Dan & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter) 
Mar. 22 & Mar. 29 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,  

Bill & Sue Ulrich) 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 
Pastor Paul Hirsch       Principal Mike Paulsen 
(402) 649-9268        (262) 490-4772 
pahirschki@gmail.com      mikepaulsen@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary     School Office:  (402) 371-1233 
St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com    stpls.office@gmail.com 

WELS Website:  www.wels.net 

mailto:pahirschki@gmail.com
http://www.stpls.com/
mailto:stpls.office@gmail.com
http://www.wels.net/

