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 “Be Still And Know” 
--Psalm 46:10 

 

“St. Paul’s Lutheran School exists to assist the congregation and community by partnering with parents for  
the gospel growth of children – spiritually, academically, socially, emotionally, and physically – all through  

the Life-saving gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
 

General:     

 

Half-Day Wednesday: This Wednesday is a half-day. Please make plans to pick up your child at noon, 

otherwise they will be enrolled in After Care! 

 

Happy Birthday, Jesus Party! Looking for a fun way to celebrate the holidays with your little ones? Can’t get 

out for traditional Christmas events this year? Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus with a LIVE birthday 

party. The event will be live-streamed on December 5th at 11 AM and include the Christmas story in a barn 

with animals, a craft ornament and card to make with your child, songs, and of course, singing Happy Birthday 

to Jesus! Ages geared towards PreK-3rd grade, but everyone is welcome! To sign up to receive your packet of 

activities, go to our Facebook page and click on the link or sign up in the back of church at the Communication 

Center. If you have any questions, contact Lisa Lindemann at (920)663-1892 or lisalindemann@stpls.com.  
 

CALENDAR CHANGE: The school board recently approved a calendar change for the beginning of our 

Christmas break: We will not have school on Wednesday, December 23rd. Instead, Tuesday, December 22nd will 

be a half-day. Christmas break will begin at noon that day. 

 

Christmas Program: We will be doing some recording for our Christmas program on Friday. Please send your 

child to school on Friday in clothes you’d like them to wear for the video! Since this is a program focused on 

the message of Jesus’ birth, please refrain from clothes that promote secular Christmas themes like Santa, 

reindeer, etc. 

 

Toys for Tots: Once again our congregation will be participating in the “Toys for Tots” program. The mission 

of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program is to collect new, unwrapped toys during November 

and December each year, and distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy children in the community in 

which the campaign is conducted. Gifts can be brought into your child’s classroom. 

 

BAND CONCERT 
Our Christmas Band Concert will be held in the church sanctuary on the Thursday before Christmas Break: 

December 17th at 6pm.  We are limiting attendance to the immediate family of group band students. The 

students have been working hard and are eager to share their musical talents in a group band setting! 
 

SCRIP: The holidays are upon us! Remember you can use SCRIP for your holiday shopping and earn rebates 

automatically. We have many options on hand but can also order many others. The last date to order for 

Christmas arrival will be December 13th. There is also an APP called RAISE RIGHT. It is very user friendly 

and you can order right from there. Kristen will be at school on Monday and Friday morning and 

afternoon. Look for her outside or in the gym depending on the weather. Also, she is happy to take orders via 

text. Orders can be delivered at pick-up or drop-off any day of the week! The best way to reach her is 

605-651-3770 for orders and any questions.       
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Bible Information Class: Are you interested to learn more about what your child is learning about the Bible 
at our school? Do you find yourself without a church home? Do you want to know more about the basics of 
Scripture? Pastor Hirsch is offering a one or two-time class for parents that answered yes to any of the 
questions above. No commitments necessary! There is no date set for this class yet. Please either call the 
school office or email pahirschki@gmail.com to let us know you’re interested! 
 

Watch for Jesus Coming 
 

“What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” Mark 13:37 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Two brothers rode the bus to school every weekday morning. Between 7:00 and 7:30 am, the bus would stop 
outside their home. The boys would run outside and hop on for the short ride to their grade school. Mom 
made them responsible to get ready each morning and to watch for the bus so that it didn’t come and go 
without them on it. 

One morning, they were playing with each other and fooling around instead of watching for the bus. The 
unthinkable happened—the bus arrived and then left, but they weren’t on it. Despite having a small window 
of time to keep watch, they were not alert to its coming and going. They missed the bus. Their mom was 
upset when they called and admitted their mistake. She had to rearrange her schedule and drive out of her 
way to come home in order to take them to school. 

The Christmas season will soon be here! The days before it are called the season of Advent. Advent is like a 
small window of time to keep watch. For what should we be watching? How easy to be distracted by the glitz 
and glitter of Christmas lights and trees. Will our eyes miss the true reason we love this time of year? It is not 
gifts, decorations, and holiday parties. It’s the incredible, almost unbelievable blessing of Jesus who once left 
a perfect heaven and came to this imperfect earth to be with us. Why? Because that’s the only way we 
someday can leave this imperfect earth to be with him in a perfect heaven. 

The people of the Old Testament did not know when that first Christmas would arrive. They heard God’s 
promises that it would be coming. So they watched for them to be fulfilled. As we celebrate Jesus’ first 
coming to earth on Christmas, we also need to keep our focus on the day of his second coming to take us 
away from earth to be with him in heaven. Before he ascended into heaven, Jesus promised, “About that day 
or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:32). 
Because we are unaware of the timing of Jesus second coming, it is so important that we be prepared to go 
at all times. That’s why Jesus encourages, “Be on guard! Be alert!” If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 
you sleeping. (Mark 13:33,36). 

Our God loves us enough to give us a warning to keep watch, to keep our eyes locked on Jesus despite the 
distractions and sin of the world. 

So keep watch! When Jesus comes, you don’t want to miss the bus. 

PRAYER: Jesus, you have planted in us the hope of your coming again. In these days of Advent, keep us alert 
and watchful for an eternal Christmas that will never end. Amen. 
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Chapel This Week:     

 
Mission Offerings: It feels so good to be nourished with God's Word! God's Word strengthens our faith and 
centers us.  Time of Grace is one way to be nourished.  This semester our Wednesday chapel offerings will be 
going to support this wonderful ministry. 
 
Amount collected last week:  $ 49.60 

----------- 
Total amount collected this semester: $648.48  
 
==================================================================================== 

 
Little Lambs Preschool Newsletter can be found on the school website (www.stpls.com) 
 

MWF Morning/Afternoon Class 
We begin the season of Advent with God's Special Message to Mary. Imagine what it would be like to have an 

angel appear to you!   

  

Tue/Thur Class 
This group of children will also hear An Angel Comes to Mary. What a wonderful event we have to look 

forward to this month! 

  

All of the classes will be receiving a parent survey. Book orders are due TODAY! 

Calendars for December will be attached to our newsletter. 

 

Have a wonderful week walking with Jesus,  

Mrs. Mullen 

 
Mrs. Brown's Room  (Kindergarten)  

 
Christ Light:  This week we begin learning about the true meaning of Christmas, the celebration of our Savior 

Jesus’ birth.  Students will learn the Bible story, “God’s Special Message for Mary”.  God sent his angel to 

tell Mary that she would be the mother of the promised Savior.  Just as Mary trusted in God, so we too trust in 

God and the things he tells us as he speaks to us through his Word. 

 

Memory Work:  (Finger at lips) Shhh! We must be very quiet!  We cannot make a noise!  (Finger down)  

If you listen very carefully, you will begin to hear some special sounds.  These are the sounds of Christmas.  

(Finger at lips)  Shhh!  We must be very, very, quiet! 

 

Still, Still, Still v. 3  

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 

While angel hosts from heav’n come winging, 

Sweetest songs of joy are singing, 

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 

 

Please note:  This is more memory work than normal, but both of these are things we have been working on at 

school for a few weeks now.  Videotaping for the Christmas service will be happening soon! 

 

Superkids:  The children will be learning with the Superkid Frits, who likes to fish, this week.  They will 

continue to improve their reading skills and will also be introduced to different types of sentences. 

 



 

Math:  The children will practice adding/subtracting using a number line.  Last week we used bunny erasers 

to hop up the number line to help the children add.  This week the children will make Christmas characters hop 

up and down the number line as they add and subtract.  

 

Writing:  The students will continue writing to persuade someone of something.  They will also begin 

writing a review of a game, book or movie this week.  They are especially focusing on proper spacing between 

letters and words in a sentence as they write. 

 

Reading Pockets:   
Daily: Reading/blending pages 

 

Thursday:  Read Christlight Bible story – God’s Special Message for Mary - complete worksheet   

 

A Note About Santa:  Many of the kindergarteners are very excited about Santa!  If your child is one that 

already knows the truth, please talk with him about not sharing his secret with others.   We will have some 

fun Christmas activities this month that sometimes will include Santa, but we always, always stress that Jesus is 

even more important than Santa.  He is the true reason we celebrate.  The gift of God’s son, Jesus, who came 

to live a perfect life on Earth and die on the cross for us sinners, is the best gift we could ever receive! 

 

Afternoon classes 

 

Unit Studies:  This week the children will make decorations for our classroom Christmas tree.  They will 

also be working on a super-secret Christmas project!  

  

Additional Activities:  The children will work with many new Christmas centers throughout December that 

will help reinforce skills such as adding and subtracting, reading and writing sight words, measuring, counting 

tally marks, and working with word families.   

 

Blessings on your week! 

 

Mrs. Brown 

(402) 578-2910 

kbrown@stpls.com 

 
Mrs. Spreeman  (Grade 1)   

 

Happy Monday!  

 

 Someone’s coming! Someone’s coming! Do you know just who?  Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!  Born for 

me and you. 

 

Advent means coming.  We will be talking about the coming of Jesus in the weeks ahead. This is such an 

exciting time!  We will have special Advent devotions, read special books, and make special items to get 

our hearts ready for Jesus birthday.  We will also have our regular Bible lessons and other subjects.  This week 

we will hear about the woman in Simon’s house who showed her great love for Jesus for forgiving her sins, and 

about Jesus feeding the 5,000 with a small lunch.  Our math lessons will cover adding two to odd and even 

numbers and more work with clocks and telling time.  Our Superkids lessons are working with adding endings 

to words and descriptive writing. This week we in explorations we will start our Christmas Around the World 

unit.   

 

Show and Tell: bring your favorite book  



 

Book It!:  Return November sheets.  December sheets are in folders today. 

 

Last week we celebrated two birthdays in our classroom.  Kalyn and Ryan have the same birthday—May 

23rd.  We celebrated their half birthdays on Monday and Tuesday.  God’s whole blessings to you, Ryan and 

Kalyn! We are so glad you are in our class.   

 

HOMEWORK 

Monday:  read lesson 2B / wksht / memory: John 8:47a —He who belongs to God hears what God says. 

Tuesday: read Dominic’s apple / wksht on back 

Wednesday: math facts / Yuck! Yuck! 

Thursday: read lesson 3A / wksht / memory: Psalm 50: 15a Call upon me in the day of trouble. 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

 
Mrs. Nelson  (Grade 2)   

 
I hope you are all well and enjoyed your Thanksgiving!  We are now in the season of Advent where we are 

preparing for the coming of the Savior!   

 

This week in Chrislight we will be learning about: The Woman in Simon's House and Jesus feeds the 5000.  In 

these lessons we are learning about how believers show their love and thanks and that we can trust in God for 

all our needs.   

 

We won't have assigned memory work until after our Christmas program recording.  We have a couple of 

longer lines that we will be studying in class. 

 

In Superkids we will be learning about the sounds of /oo/, quotation marks, character traits, and starting a new 

Book Club book. 

 

We will be starting our preparations for Jesus and will finally finish up our Weather unit this week. 

 

No show and tell. 

 

Have a blessed week, Mrs. Nelson 

 
Mrs. Rixe's Classes  (Grades 3 & 4) 
 

Art:  Please look for notes coming home regarding special projects. :) 

 

Book Orders:  Please turn them in Thursday, Dec. 3rd. 

 

Gift exchange:  We plan to draw names on Friday. 

 

Christ Light:  This week our lessons are Jesus teaches his disciples about earthly needs & Jesus and the 

centurion.  Memory for Tuesday and Friday will be parts and songs from our Christmas program. 

 

Spelling:  Unit 14.  Pages 96-97 are due on Wednesday, while pages 98-99 are due on Friday.   

 

Language:  Our new unit is on simple and compound sentences.  This time we will need two subjects and two 

verbs.  Ask us what the 3 main conjunctions are. 

 



 

Math:  3rd grade will be learning about number lines and adding 2 digit numbers.  4th grade will be studying 

Venn diagrams and finding locations on a map.  Their next test is scheduled for Friday. 
 

Science:  We plan to make a mini constellation to look at, then matter is our upcoming unit. 
 

Reading (3/4):  Our test on Lon Po Po is scheduled for Wednesday.  **We are hoping to have a small Chinese 

celebration on Friday.  Please look for a note coming home. 
 

Book-It:  Please turn it in on Wednesday. 
 

AR:  We only have a few more weeks to reach our goals:  3rd grade--9 points; 4th grade--11 points. 
 

BOOK REPORTS:  Dioramas are due on Thursday. 
 

Reading (5/6):  We are wrapping up our Number the Stars unit by making a booklet of some highlights of 

WWII.  Anne of Green Gables will be our next story/play. 
 

Creative Writing (7/8):  Common writing mistakes is something we have been working on.  Ask us which one 

we struggle with.  Our new assignment is to describe 3 things we wish our parents knew about us. 

 

"...God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus." Phil. 4:19 
 
Mr. Brown's Classes  (Grades 5 & 6) 
 

Praying that you enjoyed your extended Thanksgiving weekend!  God’s blessings to your families as we head 

toward the Christmas season and gear up for our Christmas program! 
 

5-6 ChristLight— Our stories this week are Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand and Jesus Walks on Water.  

Through these stories we learn the truths that Jesus fulfills all our needs, both physical and spiritual, and that we 

can trust him completely when the storms of our lives knock us down. 

*Memory Treasures:      Students are focusing on memorizing the Christmas songs this week. 

 

5-6 Spelling—This week we are working on unit 15.  
 

5-6 Social Studies— Europe maps have been turned in!  On Wednesday, students will have a quiz matching 

the Western countries of Europe with their capitals. We will also be learning about famous landmarks across 

Europe.  

 

7-8 U.S. History— This week we start a new Government/civics unit.  We’ll be learning about the importance 

of our constitution and how our government works. 
 

3-4 Social Studies— We will finish up the pilgrims and the Northeast this week.  Then we study rural 

communities by looking at dairy farms and milk products!  We will learn how both cheese and butter are made 

from milk.   
 

5-6 Music— The students will continue their unit about the instruments of the orchestra this week. 
 

7-8 Music— Our next unit of study is about American composers.  Do any of these names ring a bell:  Foster, 

Sousa, Berlin, Copland, Gershwin, Rogers?  We will also continue learning our Christmas service parts. 

 

I am thankful for our partnership in Christ, 

 

Mr. Brown 
 



 
Mr. Markgraf’s Classes  (Grades 7 & 8) 

 

7-8 Religion: We’re on to a new unit: “The Life of Faith According to the Psalms”. In this unit, we’ll be 

looking specifically at the Psalms and how they apply to our lives of faith! 

 

7-8 Science: We’ll be nearing the end of our Creation/Evolution unit this week. The goal of this unit is to be 

able to defend our faith in the Creator God in the face of evolution. We’ve learned a lot about the theory of 

evolution and what the Bible has to say about the development of life on Earth.  

 

3-8 P.E.: Each class is making their way through the Spikeball curriculum. We’re working on skills to enable 

us to play successfully! 

 

God bless your week! 

 

Mr. Aaron Markgraf 

amarkgraf@stpls.com 

(920)248-2223 

 

 
Ms. Lindemann’s Classes  

 

7-8th Hymnology-There is no hymn due this Monday. This week we will be memorizing the second Christmas 

song, “Still, Still, Still.” 

 

7-8th Language Arts- After looking at DO’s and IOs last week, this week will are working on PA’s and PN’s 

along with different sentence structures.   

  

Course 2 Math- On the agenda for this week is converting fractions, decimals, and percentages. While this can 

be a little tricky, we will be taking our time and doing a lot of practice.    

 

7-8th Literature-We have finished reading the third novel of the school year. This week we will finish it up by 

working on the final projects and presenting them on Wednesday. Our next unit of study will be looking at 

plays. We will pick novels next week.  

 

While Christmas is just around the corner, so is the end of the 2nd quarter. 7-8th graders may need to spend a 

little more time reading for AR points. I recommend reading 20-30 minutes a night if not more. Any less and it 

is hard for students to retain the information and connect with the book.  

   

5-6th Science- Over the weekend, student finished working on their slides about the NASA spin offs which are 

pieces of NASA technology and discoveries that we use in our day to day lives. After presenting these slides to 

the group, the last piece of our space puzzle will be to have each of the students pick one question or idea that 

they would like to learn more about space that they haven’t learned yet. They will research the topic, write a 

small essay on it, and present to the class. All of this will be included as their final project instead of taking a 

test on the material. This project will stretch out this week and next week, and I will walk them through each 

part one step at a time.  

 

With the completion of their Marble Run projects, we will be starting anew unit in STEM. The 5-6th graders 

expressed an interest in learning about coding. We will be doing several different exercises before being one 

final project. This week will just be an introduction to what coding is and an overview of the unit.  
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5-6th Social Studies- There have been some wonderful discoveries over the years. Friday, we will be taking a 

look at some of the bigger discoveries and asking ourselves what the historical and present importance these 

discovers are.  

 

3-4th Music- With the Christmas program coming up, we are spending time memorizing the different Christmas 

songs, as well as the song that we will sing this weekend. The 3-4th graders will be recorded on Thursday, 

December 3rd during Music class. I have asked all the students to dress nice for the recording. I would like them 

to be wearing jeans with a nice top that doesn’t have words or logos on them. While we all miss the experience 

of singing in church, it is nice to dress up a little for the recording. Please remind your students on Thursday 

morning as they are getting dressed.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, always feel free to call or text me at 920-663-1892 or email me at 

lisalindemann@stpls.com. God’s blessings on your week!  

  

Ms. Lisa Lindemann 

 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 

Contact Information   

 Pastor Paul Hirsch  (402) 649-9268 pahirschki@gmail.com  

 Principal Aaron Markgraf  (920) 248-2223 amarkgraf@stpls.com  

 

      Board of Christian Education 

Contact Information 

 Justin Webb   (402) 841-4904 atoznorfolk@gmail.com 

 Scott Uecker  (402) 750-1161 sjuecker@yahoo.com 

 Matt Anderson  (402) 992-3265 mvanderson79@outlook.com 

 Matt Bachman  (402) 841-8272 matt33@cableone.net 

 Joe Myers   (402) 841-8722 joemyers@npsne.org 

 

=============================================================================== 
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